Today there are 3 news articles for your review:

Bush Long-Term Budget Said To Cut Some Higher Education Funds. The Springfield News-Leader http://www.news-leader.com/today/0206-Bushplanst-5186.html /Knight Ridder (2/6, Goldstein, Hutcheson) reports, "President Bush's long-term budget plans include deep spending cuts in programs that he's promoting this year on the campaign trail as among his signature achievements. The president, for instance, trumpeted his 'Jobs for the 21st Century' program during a speech in South Carolina on Thursday. That program, which Bush said aids states and local communities, falls under funds for training and employment, which his budget proposes to increase by nearly $100 million for fiscal 2005. But the following year, Bush would cut those funds by $36 million, assuming he wins re-election in November. Other programs that the president's budget proposes to increase next year, then reduce the following year, include the Women, Infants and Children supplemental nutrition program; Pell Grants for higher education; special education; Low Income Home Energy Assistance; and the National Institutes of Health." And "the Center for Budget and Policy Priorities, a liberal budget watchdog group, concluded that by 2009, funding for domestic discretionary spending other than for defense and homeland security would be $50 billion less than if it merely kept pace with inflation -- effectively a $50 billion cut." 
Budget Said To Provide Little Improvement For Higher Education. The University Of Wisconsin Badger Herald http://www.badgerherald.com/vnews/display.v/ART/2004/02/06/4021ea2a2430e (2/6, Waite) reports, "College freshmen may borrow up to $375 more from federal student-loan programs under President Bush's 2005 budget request released Monday. However, Pell Grants, Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grants, Perkins Loans and College Work-Study will remain at 2004 levels. Current first-year students may borrow $2,625 from the government, while sophomores may borrow $3,500. President Bush's budget allows first-year students to borrow $375 more, pushing the maximum amount to $3,000. The total limit all students are allowed to borrow from the federal government will remain at $23,000. Although the Pell Grant will remain at $4,050 for the third consecutive year, high-school seniors are eligible for an additional $1,000 in Pell Grant aid for their freshman year in college through the State Scholars program." And "Steve Van Ess, Director of the University of Wisconsin Student Financial Services, said the new budget is a very modest improvement, if any, over last year's funding." But "the key to alleviating budget pressure might be within the universities themselves. 'Universities are part of the problem,' UW Professor of Higher Education Clifton said. '[Universities] are beginning to base aid more on merit than need, which privileges those students who have had more educational opportunities.' Conrad said part of the duty of the federal government is providing financial access to students who otherwise cannot attend college." 

Indiana Lawmaker Says University Lobbying Stopped Tuition Cap. The Indianapolis Star http://www.indystar.com/articles/1/117904-7821-009.html (2/5, Berggoetz) reports, "Indiana's public universities helped block a Senate bill that would have imposed limited caps on rising college tuition. Amid heavy lobbying against the unprecedented step in Indiana, Sen. Luke Kenley, R-Noblesville, said Wednesday he decided not to call his bill for a final vote. He said he likely had enough Senate votes for passage. But Kenley, chairman of the Senate Education and Career Development Committee, said chances were slim he could resolve concerns and come out of the House with a significant bill, given what he called a lobbying onslaught. Under Senate Bill 262, tuition could not be raised more than about 4 percent in each of the three years following a student's freshman year. It could go higher if there was a larger increase in a higher-education cost of living index. The bill would have allowed trustees to set tuition for freshmen at any level and given them the option to reset those rates within 60 days after the legislature adopts the state budget." 

