Today there are 6 news articles for your review:

Temple's Medical School Has Its Accreditation Restored 
The Chronicle Of Higher Education (2/10, Mangan) reports, "Temple University's School of Medicine no longer faces the threat of losing its accreditation, officials confirmed on Monday. The Liaison Committee on Medical Education, which accredits medical schools, last week reversed its decision, announced in June 2002, to place the school on probation. Among the problems the accreditor cited in 2002 were the school's aging buildings and the high debt burdens carried by its graduates. Temple's is one of just three medical schools in the United States that have been put on probation in the past 15 years." The CHE adds, "Temple's president, David Adamany, called the decision to restore full accreditation 'a strong endorsement of the improved performance and the tremendous potential of medical education at Temple.' Temple has added about 70 faculty members since November 2002 and has begun raising more money for student scholarships." 

Colleges Warn That Overwhelming Numbers Of Entering Students Need Remedial Work
The Arizona Daily Star (2/10, Sandal) reports, "Most consumers wouldn't settle for a car that started only a third of the time or a phone that rang only half the time someone called. Yet every year a majority of new students arrive at Pima Community College unprepared for college-level work. More than 80 percent of the new students who entered Pima in the fall of 2003 needed remedial math education, 33 percent needed help in reading, and 54 percent needed help in writing. Those numbers are better than they were just four years ago, when 88 percent needed developmental math, but the problem is still 'a train wreck,' said Pima College Chancellor Roy Flores, who is sounding a community call to action." Meanwhile, "next month the California State University system is launching an early assessment for high school juniors so they can know whether they need help with math and English before they graduate, system spokeswoman Clara Potes-Fellow said." 

California To Cut Aid To Students In Private Colleges 
The Los Angeles Times (2/10, Silverstein) reports, "A little-noticed provision of Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger's proposed budget would slash more than $30 million in state grants to college students seeking financial aid to attend private schools. Administrators at California's private colleges and universities say the reduction in Cal Grants probably would divert many students to community colleges and public universities. It also could force private schools with meager endowments to cut admissions and services." The change "would mark a significant shift in the state's student aid program, which for decades has provided substantial amounts of extra grant money to needy private-school students." And "last school year, nearly one of every four Californians who received a bachelor's degree in the state had graduated from a private school." 

Higher Education Officials Increasingly Concerned By Students' Failure To Graduate In Four Years 
The Scripps Howard News Service (2/9, Wolfson) reported, "College students...who take longer than four years to graduate have caught the attention of some Texas lawmakers and higher education officials. At a recent hearing, some legislators questioned why more college students are taking more than four years to earn a bachelor's degree. There are dozens of reasons why students are unable to complete a degree in four years. Some major roadblocks include part-time employment, transferring schools, changing majors and family obligations. Higher education officials said the trend must be reversed. They say it costs the states and students more money when they take more than four years. In addition, long-term students occupy space that could otherwise be filled by a new student and it would be better for the economy if the students entered the workforce more quickly. National and state studies show that less than a third of university students complete a degree in four years." 
National Merit Program Said To Reveal Need For National Education Standards 
USA Today (2/10) editorializes, "Last week, 15,000 high school seniors learned that they would be National Merit finalists, one of the highest academic honors a student can receive. Winners, selected based on a test they take as juniors, are recognized at school assemblies, have their names published in local newspapers and are eligible for more than $30 million in private scholarships. What's not mentioned in the assemblies and articles is that the awards are not based solely on merit. The non-profit National Merit Scholarship Corp. also considers where students live." And "its method of selecting semifinalists masks educational inequities among states. And it demonstrates the reason for the national accountability standards that the federal government now demands. 

New United Negro College Fund Chief Named 
The New York Times (2/10, Winter) reports, "The United Negro College Fund said Michael L. Lomax, 56, the president of Dillard University, would become the fund's chief executive this June. He will succeed William H. Gray, 63, who is retiring after 13 years." 
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution (2/10, Jones, Mollison) reports, "Michael Lomax, former chairman of the Fulton County Commission, was named president of the United Negro College Fund on Monday and immediately announced an ambitious plan to raise $1 billion dollars. Lomax, who replaces the retiring William Gray in June, said he plans to build a massive endowment that will ensure the organization's continued support for its 39 member schools. The fund is the nation's oldest minority higher education scholarship program and contributes significant financial support to private historically black colleges and universities." Lomax "has been president of Dillard University in New Orleans since 1997. He helped double enrollment at the historically black school and spearheaded a $60 million renovation campaign." Gray "raised more than $1.6 billion in his 12 years as UNCF president -- about 70 percent of what the fund has amassed in its 59-year history. In 1999, he helped secure a $1 billion gift from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation -- the largest single donation ever to higher education." 
The Associated Press (2/10) reports, "Michael Lomax will leave his post as Dillard University president in June to become the new leader of the United Negro College Fund, university officials said Monday. UNCF on Monday appointed Lomax as president of the Washington, D.C.-based group, which raises operating funds for 39 member colleges and universities, provides financial help to students and increases access to technology for students and faculty at historically black colleges and universities." 
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