Today there are 6 news articles for your review:

Bush Budget Eliminates Thirteen Programs Deemed Ineffective By OMB 
The Washington Post (2/11, A29, Lee) reports, "Of the 128 programs that President Bush would curtail or eliminate in his 2005 budget, 13 are on the chopping block for the most basic of reasons: The administration believes they are not getting the job done. They are among 400 evaluated over the last two years in an Office of Management and Budget initiative designed to more directly tie budgets to performance. ... The administration wants to shutter 13 programs deemed ineffective or unable to demonstrate results. Their combined budgets surpass $1 billion. Clay Johnson III, deputy director for management at the OMB, said a poor review does not guarantee funding cuts, but 'the idea is that performance information is an important variable to consider." The Post notes, "Among the programs Bush has targeted for elimination are four in the Department of Education. They include Even Start, which provides grants to promote literacy among low-income families, and the Perkins loan program, a $99 million effort to provide low-interest loans to needy college students. The administration wants to redirect the funding to other literacy efforts and student aid programs." The Post adds, "If the administration has its way with even some of these programs, it raises the question of what would happen to their employees. 'Obviously, if there is a program that's terminated, one of the potential outcomes is that employees who work on the program could be terminated,' said Chad Kolton, an OMB spokesman. 'But it's equally as likely that they could be put to work on other programs that we would hope would be a little bit better use of their time and resources because they would be, ideally, programs that are more effective.'" 

Davis Seeks Information On USED Rules For Federal Financial Aid Eligibility 
The Government Computer News (2/10, Wait, Dizard) reports, "Rep. Tom Davis has asked the Education Department to detail how it determines a school's eligibility for federal financial aid and whether the government could apply those standards in some way to spot employee use of degrees from unaccredited schools. The Virginia Republican, chairman of the House Government Reform Committee, sent a letter yesterday to Education secretary Roderick Paige raising questions about how the department sets and applies its aid standards. The request stems from an ongoing General Accounting Office review of federal employees' use of inflated academic credentials on their resumes. GAO began the review at the bidding of Davis and Sen. Susan Collins (R-Maine), chairwoman of the Senate Governmental Affairs Committee. GAO expects to finish its report for the lawmakers next month. Both Davis and Collins have said they will schedule hearings soon after." 

College Enrollment Is Up Nationwide 
The Detroit Free Press (2/11, George) reports, "Students enrolled in college hit a record high of 15 million last fall, and that number is expected to increase 10 percent in the next decade, according to a national study being released today. But in Michigan, a struggling economy may be causing some students to rethink their college plans, say officials at Michigan State University and the University of Michigan. Across the country, applications have been increasing for the last four years at the nearly 600 colleges that were surveyed for the study by the National Association of College Admission Counseling, based in Alexandria, Va. Preliminary data at U-M show applications for this fall are down 18 percent overall and down 23 percent among minorities. At MSU, applications to date are down 15 percent for both groups." But "an unemployment rate in Michigan of 7.2 percent, compared with 5.7 percent nationally, and a fear of layoffs may also be factors." 

Senators Clinton And Graham Seek To Expand Federal Aid To Help Non-Traditional Students 
The Associated Press (2/10) reports, "Increasing numbers of college students arrive on campus carrying much more than books: full-time jobs, children, and real-life obligations. Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton says federal aid for college tuition has not kept pace with the changing faces and demands of college students. She offered legislation Tuesday that would expand federal Pell grant money to accommodate the non-traditional schedules of such students. Currently, Pell grants are offered for fall and spring semesters, but not summer. As students balance full-time jobs with year-round coursework, they can find themselves left behind in benefits." AP adds, "Pell grants offer federal aid to needy undergraduate students and do not have to be repaid. Often they help students obtain other loans to pay for college. Sens. Clinton, D-N.Y., and Bob Graham, D-Fla., are offering the Non-Traditional Student Success Act, aimed at making college more affordable for such students. The senators argue the non-traditional students are becoming the norm, because 40 percent of undergraduates work full-time, and 27 percent have children. Fifteen years ago, 25 percent of undergrads worked full-time jobs, and only 20 percent had children. Clinton said the high dropout rate among such students, nearly half of whom left college within the first three years, shows they need more flexible aid programs. The legislation would increase the maximum Pell grant to $11,600 over the next five years, and make them available year-round." 
Brownback's Proposal Aims To Provide Partial Forgiveness Of Student Loans To People Who Move To Rural Areas 
The Lawrence Journal World (2/10, Rothschild) reports, "Brownback, a Republican from Kansas, talked with state lawmakers Monday about his proposal in Congress to provide financial incentives for people to live in counties that have lost population. Brownback's bill, which he calls the New Homestead Act, would provide tax credits, venture capital and partial forgiveness of student loans to people who move to rural areas. Brownback also told a joint meeting of legislators dealing with economic development issues that it was critical for the state to encourage life science research and defend Boeing, the state's largest aircraft manufacturer." 

Texas Lawmakers Call For Audits Of U Texas And Texas A&M After Tuition Increases 
The Houston Chronicle (2/11, Ratcliffe) reports, "State lawmakers, prompted by major tuition increases at the University of Texas and Texas A&M University systems, have ordered an audit of billions of dollars in spending at the two institutions. 'It's really not a witch hunt,' House Appropriations Committee Chairman Talmadge Heflin, R-Houston, said Tuesday. 'It will be a positive thing if they are properly using their money.' Texas A&M last month announced plans for a 21-percent tuition increase in fall 2004. UT-Austin raised its tuition and fees 13 percent this spring and another 13 percent for fall 2004. Legislators, who deregulated tuition last year, already have launched an interim study of the tuition increases. But the newly ordered performance reviews could mark a dramatic departure from how university finances have been handled in the past." And "officials at UT and A&M said they aren't sure of the scope of the audit but dismissed suggestions the review is causing unease."
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