Today there are 4 news articles for your review:

Eureka College Bucks Trend And Cuts Tuition 
The Sun Herald/ Chicago Tribune (2/11, Becker) reports, "With higher-education costs around the country increasing at a double-digit gallop, tiny Eureka College recently took an unconventional step: It slashed its tuition. By lowering its sticker price to $13,000 from $18,700 - a whopping 30 percent drop - for the coming fall semester, the liberal arts college hopes high school students and their cash-strapped families will take a hard look at this intimate, redbrick campus about 20 miles east of Peoria, Ill." The Tribune adds, "While schools around the country are boosting tuition to offset the rising cost of educating students, a few private, small liberal arts colleges like Eureka are drastically cutting tuition in the hopes of emerging from the blur of private schools priced in the $20,000 range or being more competitive with local state schools. Right now, the trend is restricted to small private schools like Eureka, but it is one of the first real breaks parents have seen in skyrocketing college tuition and shows that some schools are beginning to get more creative. These are not schools with the hefty endowment or the elite student profile of a Williams College or Grinnell College. They are mostly schools, while academically solid and possessing long traditions, that have experienced flat or declining enrollments as their tuition has crept upward. Nevertheless, the rollback is earning schools like Eureka, which is perhaps best known outside Illinois as a 'Jeopardy' answer (what is the alma mater of President Ronald Reagan?), closer looks from talented high school students like Terry Vaughn, 18." 

Iowa Colleges Lose Many Foreign Students To Rigid Security Screenings 
The Des Moines Register (2/12, Hupp) reports, "An international battle for college students is playing out on Iowa campuses. More foreign students are bypassing American universities to study in Australia and other countries where national security screenings are less rigid and the price of an education is considered a bargain, university officials said. At stake for Iowa schools are award-winning researchers, student recruits and the thousands of dollars the students bring each year to Iowa State University, the University of Iowa and the University of Northern Iowa." The Register continues, "A bigger worry is that fewer foreign students even have the Iowa universities on their radar. Graduate applications to ISU from international students are down 31 percent for fall 2004. U of I officials reported a 36 percent dip in graduate applications for next fall. Most of ISU's decline stems from China and Pakistan, two top suppliers of international students. University officials blame the federal government's rigorous national security regulations. Meanwhile, Australia has pumped about $113 million into a program to expand international education, government data show. It also is cheaper to get undergraduate degrees in Britain and Australia, which require a three-year commitment instead of four."

Louisiana's CC System Struggles To Find More Money For Expected Growth 
The Advocate (2/12, Dyer) reports, "Enrollment at the state Community and Technical College System is up by 8 percent over spring 2003, and officials are scrambling to find more money to offset the growth that's expected to continue. The community colleges' and technical colleges' governing board took steps Wednesday to offset some of the rising costs with a 3-percent tuition increase this fall. The tuition increase is projected to raise about $1.6 million for the academic year that starts in the fall. But that's a drop in the bucket compared to the rising costs." The Advocate continues, "Community and Technical College System President Walter Bumphus said the system will likely have to hire an extra 100 new faculty members for the fall. The system counted 49,612 students this semester, and Bumphus is looking for many two-year schools to increase enrollment by more than 10 percent next year. But Bumphus said the real growth surge could come in fall 2005, when the state plans to force most four-year universities to raise admission standards. The two-year schools will continue to accept anyone with a high school diploma or its equivalent, and that could increase two-year enrollment by 20 percent or more. The big problem for the two-year schools is finding room to house all the new students." 

Bill would require agencies to review rules' privacy impact 
By Michael Posner, CongressDaily A House Judiciary subcommittee expressed concern Tuesday that some government regulations may intrude on personal privacy and then approved by voice vote legislation to expose or nip problems in the bud. The bill approved by the Judiciary Commercial and Administrative Law Subcommittee would require all federal agencies to examine proposed regulations for effects on privacy and issue for public comment a privacy impact analysis. Similar legislation was approved two years ago in the House but failed to get through the Senate. Approval of the legislation came just before a hearing into the role of the Homeland Security Department's privacy officer -- the first department to have a congressionally mandated privacy official. In her prepared statement, Nuala O'Connor Kelly denied that her role is at odds with the mission of the department. "The answer is absolutely not," she said. "The protection of privacy is neither an adjunct nor the antithesis to the mission" of the department. She said internally she sensitizes departmental agencies to consider privacy protections, and she helps the department develop appropriate privacy policies. The bill does not create new privacy officers in other departments. Instead, it orders agencies to issue an initial privacy impact analysis when proposing new rules and regulations. Each analysis would be required to describe and assess how the proposed rule would affect individuals' privacy. Among the contents of the analysis would be notice of what personal information would be collected and how it would be collected, maintained, used and disclosed to others. The analysis would allow people affected by the information to gain access to it and correct any inaccuracies. The analysis also would prevent any information collected for one purpose to be used for another purpose and would require safekeeping of the information. A final privacy impact statement would be issued later with a summary of significant issues raised through the public comments to the initial analysis, along with any changes resulting from the comments. The agencies also would be required to periodically review their rules that impact privacy and determine whether they are still needed or should be modified. Individuals affected by proposed rules could appeal to federal courts for possible relief, including remanding the rule to the agency or deferring implementation of the regulation.
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