Today there are 5 news articles for your review:

Man Admits To Defrauding USED In Student Loan Case 
The Rochester Democrat and Chronicle (2/12, Craig) reported, "A Colorado man admitted Tuesday that he bilked the federal Department of Education and a Pittsford bank out of about $161,000 through fraudulent student loan applications. Shane Bybee, 27, admitted that he lied on 11 student loan applications in which he asserted that he would use the financial aid to pay for attendance at New College, University of Oxford in Oxford, England. The money was provided through the Citibank Student Loan Corp. of Pittsford, which, according to Assistant U.S. Attorney Richard Resnick, has been reimbursed by the Department of Education." Bybee "did attend the Oxford college but acknowledged Tuesday that the financial aid he secured wasn't for college costs. Authorities have alleged that he wanted to defraud the Department of Education out of more than $40 million." 

Missouri To Provide Student Loan Forgiveness To Life Science Workers 
The St. Louis Post-Dispatch (2/13, Samuel) reports, "Missouri college students who pursue math and science degrees and work for life science-related companies in Missouri could be forgiven up to $10,000 in student loans. Gov. Bob Holden announced the plan Thursday at the University of Missouri at St. Louis. The money for the program is part of the Missouri Advantage Repayment Investment Option, designed to address the state's workforce needs. Holden said the loan repayment incentive was a key component of Jobs Now, his program to create jobs in Missouri." 

Pennsylvania Found Second Most Expensive In Nation For Public University Tuition And Fees 
The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette (2/13, Schackner) reports, "Students attending Pennsylvania's public universities have suffered through tuition increases that have raised the costs of their educations by as much as 70 percent since 1995. And now comes still more bad news: A new survey finds that Pennsylvania is now the second-most-expensive state in the nation in terms of public university tuition and fees. Only Vermont charges its students more, according to a just-completed analysis by a pair of higher education groups. Pennsylvania's move into second place from third last year follows tuition and fee increases this academic year that averaged almost 10 percent across the state-related universities, including Penn State, the University of Pittsburgh, Lincoln University and Temple, as well as the 14 state-owned universities." The Gazette adds, "The state's new rank suggests that efforts to contain costs have lost ground, despite a rash of unfilled teaching positions, canceled sports programs and other campus belt-tightening. Opinions vary on the main culprit: the economy, government subsidies for higher education that trail most other states, or campuses too willing to pass costs onto students. Most agreed, though, that the findings present some troubling questions for state policy-makers and campus leaders as the Legislature prepares for hearings later this month on next year's university budgets." 

Lower Income Students Staying At University Of Minnesota Despite Soaring Costs 
The Star Tribune (2/13, Smetanka) reports, "Tuition and fees at the University of Minnesota have increased almost 50 percent in just three years, but last fall the school hit a five-year high in the number of students from poor families, the Board of Regents was told Thursday. Grants from the federal and state governments and institutional aid appear to be keeping those students in school, officials said. Last fall, almost 8,600 of the 40,300 undergraduates on the university's four campuses qualified for Pell grants, which go to the neediest students. They make up 21.2 percent of enrollment, compared with 19.6 percent in fall 2000. But students overall are borrowing more to go to school, and students from middle-income families are getting pinched by a gap in aid, said Craig Swan, vice provost for undergraduate education." The Tribune adds, "Financial aid guidelines assume that families will contribute a certain amount to a student's education, depending on income. But Swan told regents that surveys of university students show that regardless of family income, students here are more likely than those nationwide to say they expect to have to both borrow and work to get through school."

South Carolina Poll Shows Support Tuition Tax Credits 
The PRNewswire (2/12, 3:40 pm ET) reported, "A survey released today shows that more than 62 percent of South Carolina's registered voters support the basic concept of a tax credit plan allowing middle- and lower-income families the opportunity to decide where their children will be educated. School choice has become a hot topic recently with the announcement of sweeping education reform by Governor Mark Sanford, which is based on tuition tax credits. The survey, conducted by Wilson Research Strategies for South Carolinians for Responsible Government (SCRG), provides insight into South Carolinians' views on the subject. An overwhelming majority of South Carolina's registered voters, 80 percent, say that parents, not the state or local government, should be able to make basic decisions on which school or which kind of school a child attends." And "eighty-five percent of South Carolina's voters say that all families should be able to make the same education choices as wealthy parents." Also "nearly 70 percent of voters also say they would support a school choice plan giving individuals and businesses a credit on their property tax or their state income tax for contributions made to education scholarship groups." The poll, "conducted by Wilson Research Strategies in December 2003, was a telephone survey of 500 registered voters in South Carolina representing all parts of the state and various economic backgrounds, household demographics and political affiliations. The study has a margin of error of +/-4.0%." 

Here is the link to today's news articles on connectED:

http://64.239.47.23/education/index.htm
