Today there are 3 news articles for your review.

Divorcees Find Splitting Up Their Student Loans Difficult 
The Wall Street Journal (2/19, Kim) reports, "When Robin and Isadore Schwartz consolidated their student loans in 2001, they hoped that combining their college debt into one new loan would help their monthly budget." The Journal adds, "But the couple, now in the midst of a divorce, is discovering that spousal consolidation loans have a big drawback: Breaking up that debt is nearly impossible. And if one person falls behind on a payment, the other person will be on the hook for the entire amount." The Journal reports, "For Ms. Schwartz, that means she could be responsible for her ex-husband's debt for the next 18 years. ... Amid record levels of student-loan consolidation -- which is usually done to lock in a lower interest rate -- more couples are going a step further and combining their loans into one." And "The Department of Education provided some relief for borrowers of a joint consolidation loan last summer. Now, if one person dies or is permanently disabled, a portion of that loan may be forgiven. Previously, the surviving, healthy spouse remained liable for the entire balance, no matter what happened to his or her partner." 

Historically-Black Colleges Struggle 
Voice of America (2/21, Hartman) reports, "Colleges in the United States set up more than a century ago to educate freed slaves are still struggling to pay their bills. And fundraising is only one of their problems." VOA adds, "The Southern Association of Colleges and Schools is threatening to rescind the accreditation of many of these historically black colleges and universities. Some educators say a lack of funds is the problem, others say it's discrimination." VOA reports, "Concerns about the Association's assessment of HBCUs prompted a letter of complaint in 2001 from the United Negro College Fund to the US Department of Education." 
Clyburn Defends HBCUs 
In an op-ed for the Charleston Post-Courier (2/20), Rep. Jim Clyburn writes, "Before desegregation, HBCUs were responsible for educating 90 percent of African-Americans receiving post-secondary education in the nation. Today, 15 percent of blacks attend the nation's 103 HBCUs." Clyburn writes, "The socio-economic conditions of these students, however, create significant challenges for HBCUs like North Carolina's Bennett and St. Augustine Colleges. Bennett recently regained full accreditation after being on probation due to mounting debt. ... St. Augustine is currently on probation for the same reason. The next step -- losing accreditation -- means losing access to federal grant programs, another crushing blow to an institution already in financial trouble." 

Columnist Says College Apps Process Is Too Tough 
In a column for The Baltimore Sun (2/22), Susan Reimer writes, "My message to all the college admissions directors is this: Your process is going to collapse of its own weight. It is too long, too expensive, too complicated and too hard on students and their families." Reimer adds, "You need not worry that the flawed SATs are a poor predictor of academic success. The application process itself is going to reduce your talent pool to those kids with mothers like me, ones with the grit and the money to navigate this insane process." 

Here is the link to today's news articles on connectED:

http://www.bulletinnews.com/education/
