Today there are 2 news articles for your review.

ITT Educational Services, Inc. Reports that It Has Been Served with A Search Warrant and Related Subpoenas from the U.S. District Court in Texas

February 25, 2004 10:51am
PR Newswire

INDIANAPOLIS, Feb. 25 /PRNewswire-FirstCall/ -- ITT Educational Services, Inc. (NYSE: ESI) reported today that federal agents are executing a search warrant at the company's corporate offices in Indianapolis and at several ITT Technical Institutes. The search warrant was issued by the U.S. District Court, Southern District of Texas, located in Houston, Texas. The search warrant and related grand jury subpoenas relate to information and documentation regarding placement figures and rates, retention figures and rates, graduation figures and rates, attendance figures and rates, recruitment and admissions materials, student grades, graduate salaries and transferability of credits to other institutions.

Rene R. Champagne, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of ITT/ESI said, "Federal agents are executing the search warrant this morning and we are fully cooperating with the agents with regard to the requests identified in the warrant and related subpoenas. We have not been informed of any specific allegations or charges at this time."

Supreme Court Upholds Washington State Ban On Aid To Theology Students. The New York Times (2/26, Greenhouse) reports, "The Supreme Court ruled Wednesday that states that subsidize secular study at the college level may withhold the scholarships from students preparing for the ministry." The opinion "by Chief Justice William H. Rehnquist did not address school-choice programs directly and left important questions to be answered in future cases." 
The Kansas City Star /KRT (2/26, James) reports, "In a major victory for advocates of a strict constitutional separation of church and state, the Supreme Court on Wednesday upheld a Washington state ban on taxpayer-funded college aid being given to students pursuing theology degrees." Knight Ridder adds, "The 7-2 ruling buoyed opponents of school-voucher programs who said it might bolster their case that public money shouldn't be used to assist parochial-school students. ... But advocates of such programs took solace in the narrowness of the high court's decision, saying the justices hadn't dealt a mortal blow to their position." 
The Christian Science Monitor (2/26, Richey) reports, "The case marks something of a reversal at the nation's highest court under Chief Justice William Rehnquist, with other recent rulings emphasizing government neutrality toward religion and the religious rather than strict separation of church and state." 
The Los Angeles Times (2/26, Savage) reports, "The Supreme Court ruled Wednesday that college students who are preparing for the ministry do not have a right to state scholarship aid on the same basis as other students. The 7-2 decision, written by Chief Justice William H. Rehnquist, rejected the notion that divinity students are entitled to equal treatment when it comes to receiving state money. Instead, the court upheld the principle of separation of church and state -- a key feature of the state constitutions in California and 36 other states -- and held that the interest of the states outweighed the claim of religious discrimination." 
Experts Say Ruling Does Not Affect Vouchers. The Houston Chronicle (2/26, Nissimov) reports, "Citing the doctrine of the separation of church and state, the US Supreme Court ruled Wednesday that states can prohibit students from using public scholarships to study theology." The Chronicle adds, "Previous Supreme Court rulings have upheld the right of states to use public funds for religious-based education or training, but this decision clarified that they are not required to do so." 
The Washington Post (2/26, Lane) reports, "The case was originally brought by Joshua Davey, who was denied a Promise Scholarship to attend a small Pentecostal college in Washington in 1999 after he declared an intention to major in business administration and pastoral ministries." The Post adds "having failed yesterday to achieve the hoped-for knockout blow, advocates of vouchers emphasized those parts of yesterday's opinion that seemed to limit the ruling to the Washington situation." The Minneapolis Tribune (2/26) also carried the Washington Post's story. 
The Seattle Times 92/26, Tinh) reports, "Voucher supporters yesterday did not concede defeat, but stressed those parts of the court's opinion that seemed to limit the ruling to the Washington state situation." The Times adds, "Washington state has no voucher system, but yesterday's verdict will affect scholarships." 
The St. Louis Post-Dispatch (2/26, Thomson) reports, "Like the state of Washington, Missouri bars college religion majors from receiving state financial aid. Illinois does not. And yet observers in both states saw no prospect of change in their state aid programs Wednesday as a result of the U.S. Supreme Court upholding Washington's right to deny state financial aid to a student majoring in religion." 
Michigan May Still Try To Make Money Available For Theology. The Detroit News (2/26, Cain) reports, "State lawmakers say they will continue to push to make state scholarship money available for students studying theology, in spite of Wednesday's U.S. Supreme Court decision that states can legally withhold the money." Gov. Jennifer Granholm "had indicated earlier that she did not oppose the legislation, which would overturn existing state law that prohibits students majoring in theology, divinity or religious education from receiving state tuition assistance." 
Ruling Seen As Limited To Washington State. USA Today  (2/26, Willing) reports, "Washington is one of three dozen states that ban public funding of religious education." USA Today adds, "The opinion made a distinction between the Washington case and a 2002 opinion in which the court permitted 'voucher' programs that give public money to parents to enroll their children in religious schools. Such programs are acceptable, the court has said, as long as the main purpose of the schools is not religious instruction." 
More Commentary. The New York Times (2/26) editorializes, "The Supreme Court ruled wisely yesterday when it said that states have leeway in choosing not to finance religious education. For a court that has allowed a weakening of separation between church and state, this was a significant clarification." The Times adds, "Beyond furthering religious liberty, the decision is appropriately respectful of states' rights." 
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