Today there are 5 news articles for your review.

Education Department to create accredited schools list 
Education Secretary Rod Paige said Monday that his department is moving toward developing a "positive list" of accredited higher education institutions as part of the fight against fake educational degrees in the federal government. 
Paige made his statement in a letter to Senate Governmental Affairs Committee Chairwoman Susan Collins, R-Maine. Collins has led the fight against diploma mills -- organizations that sell degrees for little or no coursework. Officials from Congress, the Education Department and a slew of other federal and state agencies met in January to discuss developing a list of accredited schools that federal managers could use when looking at resumes and judging the validity of tuition payments. 
The diploma mill controversy, and a General Accounting Office investigation, began last year when Department of Homeland Security administrators placed a senior technology official on administrative leave and looked into her educational credentials. Homeland Security officials have not responded to several requests for updated information about the employee's status. The GAO report is due by March, and congressional officials have said they want to hold hearings on the issue shortly after receiving those findings. 
Assistant Secretary for Postsecondary Education Sally Stroup "is taking the lead in this effort," Paige said in his letter. "Her staff is currently developing a proposal to accomplish this and to identify any potential challenges that will need to be addressed in making information available to government personnel." 
Paige said also that diploma mill degrees "devalue legitimate education credentials and in some cases pose genuine threats to the safety and well-being of Americans." 
Collins applauded Paige's response. 
"I am very pleased that the department has agreed to move forward with this project, which will help federal agencies," she said.
Tuition Increases Will Be Discussed At Arizona Regents' Meeting 
The Arizona Republic (2/26, Slivka) reports, "Rising tuition costs pricing people out of higher education and concern about future tuition hikes were the top concerns of students at Wednesday night's tuition hearing before the Arizona Board of Regents." The Republic adds, "At its March 11 meeting in Tucson, the board will vote on tuition for the 2004-2005 academic year for all three state universities, which have proposed raising tuition and fees, from $475 for resident undergraduates at Northern Arizona University to $1,280 for all graduate students at Arizona State University." 

U California To Offer Free Community College To Students Affected By Enrollment Cuts 
The Los Angeles Times (2/27, Trounson) reports, "The University of California said Thursday that a proposal by Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger to reduce freshman enrollment would force it to send a few thousand students eligible for UC admission to community colleges for their first two years. UC admissions officials said those students, as Schwarzenegger proposed in his January budget, would be guaranteed admission as juniors to UC campuses, although not necessarily to the ones where they had applied. As an incentive to accept the offer, the students would pay no community college fees." And "Susan Wilbur, UC's systemwide director of undergraduate admissions, said Thursday that the reduction would be spread across the university, with each of UC's eight undergraduate campuses expected to enroll 200 to 425 fewer students than last year." And "overall, Wilbur said that the admissions process was not yet complete at every UC campus but that freshman applicants could begin checking campus websites Monday to learn if they had been accepted. UC Riverside and UC Santa Cruz are generally the first to announce decisions, she said, with most other campuses notifying applicants by mid-March. UC Berkeley will be the last to do so, on March 30." 
Morris Brown College, Other HBCUs Said To Be Facing Serious Challenges On PBS' NewsHour (2/25) reporter John Merrow said "Morris Brown College in Atlanta, Georgia, is one of 105 historically black colleges and universities in this country. Its doors have been open to anyone who wished to attend since its founding by former slaves in 1882. ... But what was once a thriving campus is now a ghost town." Merrow said, "The trouble at Morris Brown began in December of 2002. Because of years of mismanagement and accumulated debt, Morris Brown lost its accreditation, essentially its right to operate." Merrow added, "With more than 270,000 students, these schools face daunting challenges, money problems, low retention and graduation rates, and a reputation for academic mediocrity." 

South Carolina Senate Rethinks Allowing Parents To Pay Early For College. The State /AP (2/27, Davenport) reports, "The South Carolina Tuition Prepayment Program would be closed to new participants under a bill the Senate is considering. That bill, introduced in the Senate on Wednesday after clearing the Senate Finance Committee, calls for the program to stop taking new participants on Sept. 1." The AP adds, "The program, operated by the state treasurer's office, was created in 1997 as a way to help parents lock in current college costs for their children. It guarantees tuition and fee payments for the state's public colleges. ... For instance, the parents of a fifth-grader would pay $588 a month for four years to cover college tuition and fees." 

Here is the link to all of today's news articles:

http://www.bulletinnews.com/education/
