Today there are 4 news articles for your review.

Educators Concerned With Growing Number Of College Freshmen Needing Remedial Courses 
The Seattle Post Intelligencer / AP (3/2, Linn) reports, "Until this winter, Cevin Ladwig Jr. couldn't punctuate to save his life. 'I'm learning a lot of stuff that I did not even begin to learn in high school,' said Ladwig, who graduated from East Valley High School in Yakima. He spent three years working for his dad's construction company before enrolling at Whatcom Community College in Bellingham. Educational experts say many Washington students struggle after high school because they aren't prepared for college-level course work." AP continues, "A proposal by state Sen. Don Carlson, R-Vancouver, would study the growing need for remedial classes -- which let high school graduates catch up on basic math, reading and writing skills during their first year of college. Last year, remedial classes for recent high school graduates cost Washington taxpayers $17.3 million, according to a legislative analysis. Educators attribute the problem to underfunded schools, uncommitted students and mixed messages about expectations." AP adds, "The state's six public four-year schools reported that at least 2,210 new students -- about 2 percent -- enrolled in remedial courses in 2003. Math tops the list of skills that high school grads lack. It's also the easiest to sacrifice to the distracting whirl of non-school activities and social life that confronts high-schoolers." 

Standardized College Entrance Tests To Include Essays 

The Daily Citizen (3/1, Corbitt) reports, "This year's college-bound high school juniors will face an additional hurdle on the way to their college preference next year: They will have to prove they can write well. But White County administrators are confident their schools have prepared local students well. The American College Test (ACT) and the Scholastic Assessment Test (commonly referred to as SAT or College Board) will include new student-written essays. The essay section will be optional on the ACT and mandatory on the SAT. College Board President Gaston Caperton said the updated SAT I will put 'the highest possible emphasis on the most important college success skills - reading and mathematics, and now writing.'" The Citizen continues, "Colleges and universities will individually decide whether or not they will require ACT writing test scores for admission and freshman English composition placement decisions. Responses to a letter sent to colleges and universities by ACT Chief Executive Officer Richard L. Ferguson indicated that about half of post-secondary schools will not require the results of a writing test to be reported for admission. He said that his organization made their writing test optional because many schools reported they did not need a writing score from a standardized test." The Citizen adds, "A recent ACT survey of high school teachers and college faculty members who teach entry-level courses indicated that 'a significant number of first-year college students need remedial help with their writing skills,' ACT Vice President for Development Cynthia Schmeiser, Ph.D., said. She said that studies suggest that as many as half of today's college freshmen are required to take at least one remedial course and about 40 percent take a remedial writing course." 
Difficulty In Obtaining Students Visas Blamed For Decline In Foreign Student Enrollment 

The Detroit News (3/2, Krupa) reports, "While his colleagues finish work on their doctorates at Michigan State University, Walied Fayed sits in Egypt, waiting for a student visa. After he was deported for filling out the wrong immigration form, Fayed is attempting what fewer international students are interested in doing: entering the United States for their higher education. Five months after filling out the right form, he still waits. The difficulty of obtaining student visas since September 11 is leading to declines in enrollment by foreign students at many universities nationally and in Michigan. Educators say the downturn threatens the leading role of United States higher education, especially world-class research in science and medicine." The News continues, "The enrollment drop also affects the U.S. economy, which benefits from the $12.8 billion annually in tuition and living expenses paid by international scholars. At the University of Michigan, international graduate student applications for classes beginning in September are off by 27 percent. Many of the students instead are attending institutions in the United Kingdom, Australia and even New Zealand, where immigration restrictions are less onerous, and where colleges and universities have undertaken major recruitment campaigns in recent years, according to educators and international students." 

Globe Criticizes Boston University's Accountability 

The Boston Globe (3/2, Beam) editorializes, "Oops! Where did that $26 million go? Boston University School of Law dean Ronald Cass has an idea, but he's not talking. Cass, who gulled himself into believing that he was a serious contender for the still-vacant BU presidency, has been best known as one of the highest-paid law school deans in the country. Boston magazine pegged his salary at more than $500,000 in 1997, although it has declined a tad since then. As an antitrust expert, Cass has served as a high-profile apologist -- sorry, consultant -- for downtrodden Microsoft Corp., which as you may remember was unfairly targeted by overzealous federal trustbusters during the Clinton administration." The Globe continues, "I am sure there are men and women delivering legal services to the poor at BUSL, but Dean Cass does not seem to be one of them. Cass now finds himself in a sticky situation. For more than two years, he has been blowing smoke about the need for a new law school building and has been making extravagant claims about money raised toward this end. In 2003, the law school boasted to an American Bar Association reaccreditation committee that it had raised $33 million toward the $149 million total cost of a new 14-story building with twice as much space as the existing 'law tower.' The alumni and faculty were told $36 million. Assuming it would receive dollar-for-dollar matching funds from the university, the law school announced it would break ground this summer. Then a funny thing happened. Cass's chief fund-raiser, William Eustis, left BUSL in November to take a job at Providence College. Within a few months, huge pledges and commitments to the law school building melted away. Last month, Cass told a faculty meeting that there was no $36 million in hand to start the building. The actual number was more like $10 million." The Globe adds, "What happened? Neither Cass nor Eustis acknowledged several messages from me. A BU spokesman says the vaporous $36 million figure 'apparently comes from a good faith estimate that incorporated a number of potential sources of money, including documented pledges, `likely gifts,' and matching funds offered by the university to excite potential donors. The central administration takes a more prudent approach to booking gifts, including only cash on hand or solid pledges.' So was it fraud, or was it incompetence? Everyone I spoke with suspects the latter, but so what? I asked the university spokesman if anyone would be held accountable for the embarrassing shortfall; my question was greeted by silence. Accountability? This is a university that is paying a man $1.8 million not to show up to work as its president. No one is accountable." 

Here is the link to all of today's news articles:

http://www.bulletinnews.com/education/
