Today there are 9 news articles for your review.

Students Taking Rigorous High-School Curriculum May Be Eligible For Expanded Pell Grants 
The Chronicle Of Higher Education (3/5, Klein) reports, "Low-income students who take a rigorous high-school curriculum would be eligible for expanded Pell Grants during their first and second years of college under a bill introduced on Thursday by two Republican lawmakers in the U.S. House of Representatives. The Pell Grants Plus Act would link the additional aid to a voluntary program called State Scholars, and limited to the states in which that program operates. Fourteen states have the program now." The CHE continues, "It is likely that the bill, which is based on a proposal in President Bush's budget request for the 2005 fiscal year (The Chronicle, February 13), will be included in legislation to renew the Higher Education Act, which a House subcommittee is expected to introduce in the next couple of weeks. That legislation will shape policy for federal student-aid programs over the next five years. The new bill would provide an additional $1,000 in Pell Grants in both the first and second years of college to 36,000 students who completed the required course work, which was prescribed by educators and business leaders, according to information from the U.S. Department of Education. The maximum Pell grant now is $4,050. Students would have to maintain a 3.0 grade point average in college to continue receiving increased assistance in the second year." 

Paige Appoints Dillon To Serve On National Advisory Committee 
PrimeZone (3/4) reports, "Dr. Thomas E. Dillon, president of Thomas Aquinas College, was recently appointed by U.S. Secretary of Education Rod Paige to serve on the 15-member National Advisory Committee on Institutional Quality and Integrity (NACIQI). 'This committee's responsibility is to advise me on issues of accreditation and institutional eligibility,' wrote Paige in his letter of appointment. The committee makes recommendations on national and state accrediting agencies, the criteria for accreditation of institutions of higher education and the process of eligibility and certification." Prime Zone adds, "'I look forward to serving on this advisory team for the Secretary of Education,' says Dillon. 'It is critical to the future of our free nation that we uphold high standards of accreditation while taking care to preserve the autonomy of our country's institutions of higher education.' Dillon's appointment to NACIQI is for a three-year, renewable term, effective immediately." 

Florida May Institute 'Block Tuition' For Public Universities The St. Petersburg Times (3/4, Kumar) reports, "Aby Bandoh paid $1,155 this semester to take four classes at the University of South Florida. That bill could soon go up dramatically. If state lawmakers give their approval, Bandoh will have to pay $1,444 for the same number of classes next year, an increase of 25 percent. The tuition plan, which has strong support from Gov. Jeb Bush and Florida's university presidents, would radically alter the way more than 150,000 students pay for classes at the state's 11 public universities." The Times continues, "Schools would charge all full-time students for five classes - typically 15 credit hours - regardless of how many credit hours they take. That would be bad news for most Florida students, who take an average of about 12 credit hours a semester. The 'block tuition' idea, popular in many states, is part of a national movement to rid colleges and universities of procrastinating students who spend more than four years earning their degree." The Times adds, "The benefit for universities is obvious: They get additional tuition money, and a way to more quickly open their increasingly precious seats. But for most students, the change would amount to a stealth tuition increase. And it's not just full-time students who are in the state's cross hairs. Also under consideration are proposals that would charge higher out-of-state tuition rates to students not seeking degrees or taking more classes than they need." 

Idaho House Approves Bill Forcing Colleges To Seek Additional Fee Increases 
The Idaho State Journal (3/4, Parrish) reports, "Spare the taxpayer, bill the student. In a 38-31 vote, the House approved the higher education funding recommendation proposed by the Legislature's budget committee. The decision means Idaho's four major colleges and universities must seek additional fee increases to cover estimated operating costs. The Idaho State Board of Education already approved one round of student fee increases in January." The State Journal continues, "'We'll ask (the State Board's) permission to raise student fees at the next meeting. It'll be just exactly the amount of money we need to cover what we need,' said Dr. Richard Bowen, Idaho State University president. Bowen said ISU will seek an additional fee increase of about 3 percent. Five weeks ago, the State Board agreed to a 7.3 percent hike in student fees for ISU. Statewide, university officials had hoped the funding bill's critics, led by Rep. Lee Gagner of Idaho Falls, would return the recommendation back to the budget committee. But the opposition fell four votes shy, meaning the bill advances to the Senate." The State Journal adds, "Detractors, including Gagner and Sen. Bert Marley of McCammon, said the bill might be unconstitutional because it uses student fees to cover the costs of a 2 percent salary increase. By statute, Idaho cannot charge students tuition, nor can it apply student fees toward instructional expenses. But supporters of the legislation said the granting of 'lump sum' spending authority to the universities meant the funds could be distributed in a way so that student fees were not used to defray the costs of pay raises." 
Indiana's First Lady Promotes Mentoring Program To Ensure Students Are Prepared For College 
The Terre Haute Tribune Star (3/4, Loughlin) reports, "Fallon Phillips and Maggie Kernan have developed a close relationship over the past 10 years. While some things have changed rather dramatically -- Kernan is now Indiana's first lady -- their friendship has remained constant. Kernan began mentoring Phillips as part of a program through South Bend Community Schools aimed at helping at-risk students. As first lady, Kernan wants to encourage mentoring programs as a way to make a difference in the lives of underprivileged, at-risk youths. While she's been busy making the transition to her new role and moving into the governor's residence, she is now back on track and researching mentoring programs that work." The Star continues, "She'd like to focus on mentoring at the middle school and high school levels to ensure students are prepared for college. Kernan believes the state's 21st Century Scholars program is an important tool to prepare students for college. ISU is the host site for the Wabash Valley 21st Century Scholars program, which serves Vigo and other counties. The 21st Century Scholars program helps low- and moderate-income Hoosiers pay college tuition if they meet certain requirements and remain good citizens. The program started in 1990 as a way to raise the educational aspirations of students." 
Kentucky House Will Not Consider Bills To Limit Tuition Increases 
The Louisville Courier Journal (3/4, Pitsch) reports, "The House won't take up two bills this year to limit future college tuition increases, the chairman of the House Education Committee said yesterday. Rep. Frank Rasche, D-Paducah, said placing caps on tuition would hinder the ability of state universities to raise the money needed to pay for such costs as employee health insurance and utilities, and for faculty salaries. But two lawmakers who sponsored separate tuition-cap bills said the measures put university presidents on notice that the General Assembly is paying attention to college costs." The Courier-Journal continues, "Another bill, sponsored by Rep. Ron Crimm, R-Middletown, would require universities to charge students their first-year tuition for four consecutive years. Crimm said he'll push harder next year for a vote if tuition increases this fall are similar to last fall's. Will Nash, a spokesman for the University of Kentucky's student government association, said he wasn't particularly disappointed that tuition caps won't be considered now because he knows the budget is tight." The Courier-Journal adds, "Because Gov. Ernie Fletcher has proposed cuts of $66million in higher education in the current budget, university presidents have said they might need to raise tuition even more than expected this fall. But at a House Education Committee meeting yesterday, three presidents said they're trying to keep tuition increases as low as possible, although they haven't yet determined the rate." 
McGreevey's Free Tuition Plan May Not Attract Top Students The Associated Press (3/4) reports, "Looking back, Pamela Grant admits she didn't get the best grades in high school and that going to college at a four-year university really wasn't on her agenda. But the 21-year-old said she might have tried harder if she had been offered a chance at free community college tuition, which Gov. James E. McGreevey has proposed for students who finish in the top 20 percent of their high school graduating class. The STARS program, unveiled by McGreevey in his budget address last week, would cost an estimated $10 million to provide tuition costs to about 10,000 New Jersey students. The program still must be approved by the Legislature as part of the new state budget." AP continues, "While most agree that any offer of free tuition from the state should be applauded, some wonder if it appeals to New Jersey's best students, many of whom are competing to attend the nation's top colleges and universities. The governor has touted the program as a way to make college affordable to lower income students and give opportunities to those who may not have believed pursuing higher education was possible. Once considered an option only for students not strong enough to get into four-year schools or those unsure of their career path, academic opportunities at community colleges have increased in the past decade. The big question is how many of the state's top tier high school graduates may be tempted to take up the free tuition offer." AP adds, "It did not draw much enthusiasm from Bobbie Downs, a senior at Pemberton High School who hopes to study political science at Drew University. 'I don't think there are the same opportunities at community college,' said Downs, who suggested the money be used to help top students at the school of their own choosing. The governor's offer was attractive to classmate Heather Pense, however. She is considering Burlington County College if she doesn't receive financial aid from Rowan University. Pense and her twin, Mindy, are both going to college next year and have an older brother who is also in college." 

Georgia's HOPE Scholarship Will Continue To Pay For Books And Fees 
The Atlanta Journal Constitution (3/4, Salzer) reports, "HOPE scholars can breathe a little easier -- it looks like the state will continue paying for their college books and fees this fall. Republicans on Thursday backed away from proposals to cut book and fee payments. Instead, the GOP-led Senate Higher Education Committee approved a plan that will protect the money, at least for the next school year. The money could still be cut in the next few years if HOPE's financial position continues to slip." The AJC continues, "Passage of the new proposal was the first movement this session on bills filed to preserve the popular scholarship, which could, if nothing changes, begin running out of money in a few years. The original legislation would have eliminated book and fee money starting this fall, and Gov. Sonny Perdue did not include the payments in his proposed fiscal 2005 budget. The plan could go to the full Senate for a vote next week. A House committee is expected to consider a similar proposal next week." The AJC adds, "Dan McLagan, the governor's spokesman, would not say whether Perdue will put the book and fee money back into the budget, a move that's necessary for the Senate proposal to work. But he said the governor would look favorably on any legislative plan that preserves the scholarship. But Senate Appropriations Chairman Jack Hill (R-Reidsville) said Perdue is 'fully on board' with the Senate plan and he expects the governor to add the $125 million in lottery proceeds to the budget for HOPE book and fee payments." 

Rice Says Race Should Remain Factor In Admissions 
The Washington Times (3/5, Price) reports, "National Security Adviser Condoleezza Rice says she supports 'soft affirmative action,' but that it should never be associated with 'lower expectations' or 'lower standards' for blacks and women. 'When people assume blacks or women are less capable, and, therefore say, 'lower the standards,' that's the killer. It's the worst thing you can do to anyone,' Miss Rice, who is black, said in a lengthy television interview on Armstrong Williams' show 'On Point.'" And "as a former provost at Stanford University, Miss Rice has had experience with affirmative action. Because of that, she says, President Bush sought her opinions regarding the legality of affirmative-action programs at the University of Michigan, which consider race for admission to its undergraduate college as well as its law school and were the subject of a lengthy court battle." Rice "said she thinks that college admissions programs 'work best when they don't work by formula' but look at what an individual can contribute and recognize that minorities can contribute diversity." 
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