Today there are 11 news articles for your review.

Alexander Chairs Discussion On Colleges Adopting Year-Round Calendar 
The Scripps Howard News Service (3/10, Lash) reports, "College is supposed to be the best four years of your life, but if more colleges adopt a year-round calendar, those best years could be cut to three. Sen. Lamar Alexander, R-Tenn., chaired a discussion about the advantages and impediments of colleges and universities adopting a year-round academic calendar at a Senate hearing this week. A calendar with two semesters and a short summer session is in place at 80 percent of colleges and universities nationwide, according to the University of Minnesota Web site. Encouraging more students to attend school year round could allow them to graduate sooner or complete internships, work or travel throughout the year, not just during the summer." Scripps adds, "One of the biggest problems with the year-round calendar is that Pell Grants and other federal funds are available only nine months of the year. 'Year-round aid might result in some colleges forcing students to take summer classes and graduate early because it looks better statistically,' said India McKinney, a senior at Vanderbilt University. 'Creating the opportunity for some students to take classes in the summer would be beneficial to many students, as long as summer classes remain a choice and not an obligation.'" 

Increasing Number Of Michigan Students Need Financial Aid The Detroit News (3/11, Feighan) reports, "Across Michigan, college students juggling double-digit tuition hikes and a wobbly economy increasingly are turning to financial aid offices to get the help they need to put them through school. At Wayne State, financial aid requests are up 23 percent from this time last year. The number of aid packages doled out to needy students at Oakland University in Rochester has jumped 120 percent since 1997. And University of Detroit Mercy officials anticipate a 6 percent jump in aid requests this year. The requests are coming from all kinds of students, from all backgrounds -- low-income ones, those who've lost jobs, and middle-income students struggling with higher tuition." The News continues, "As requests go up, universities and colleges are doling out more money. Wayne State gave out $127 million in financial aid this school year, up from $107 million last year. And the University of Michigan gave out $178 million in aid packages in 2002-03, up from $161 million a year earlier. Still, local financial aid officers say as much as they'd like to help every student, resources are fixed in many cases and given out on a first-come, first-serve basis. Unless students apply early --priority deadlines passed March 1 -- some may have to go without." The News adds, "Nationwide, more than 4 million students receive some form of financial aid each year to help pay for college. Approximately 54.4 percent of financial aid assistance nationwide is funded by the federal government, while only 5 percent comes from states, according to the College Board, a nonprofit group that tracks trends in higher education. The rest comes from other sources such as university-based grants. And while funding for federal programs did outpace tuition increases nationwide this past school year - federal financial aid programs increased 11 percent to $105 billion while tuition at four-year public universities went up an average of 9.6 percent - money for state-funded financial aid programs has decreased. Greg Byrd, a spokesman for the Michigan Department of Treasury, insists the decrease wasn't an actual cut in funding, but rather an accounting tactic used to spread out the cost of the Merit awards, which are based on the Michigan Educational Assessment Program or MEAP test." 
College Students Face Task Of Paying Student Loans Back. The Detroit News (3/11, Feighan) reports, "College students seeking financial aid to help pay for their education face the ultimate challenge when they graduate - paying those loans back. Under federal guidelines, students have up to 10 years to pay off college loans, although graduates defer loans for up to 32 months in certain circumstances. Some state loans have a 15-year repayment period. And while the process may seem daunting - payments usually start six months after graduation - at least two university financial aid officers at Wayne State and University of Detroit Mercy say there are several things parents and students can do to stay ahead of the game." The News adds, "Take advantage of entrance loan and exit counseling. Be proactive. Consider your options." 

Arizona Board Of Regents Set To Vote On Tuition Increases The Arizona Republic (3/11, Slivka) reports, "Arizona universities are expected to continue their two-year run toward higher tuition today with a proposal that would push undergraduate rates to a level more than 50 percent higher than they were in 2002. The Arizona Board of Regents will vote in Tucson on proposals that for the first time would set different tuition rates for Arizona State University, the University of Arizona and Northern Arizona University. The regents also will vote on raising fees for residence halls." The Republic continues, "The proposed increases are designed to move Arizona's tuitions, some of the lowest in the nation, to a higher level and create a greater revenue stream as state support goes down. Undergraduate tuition would rise to $3,923 at ASU, $3,998 at UA and $3,983 at NAU. Even if the increases are approved, tuition in Arizona will remain below that of most state universities in the country. The tuition hikes at all three state universities mark a two-year run-up that would move Arizona to the top of the bottom third of state university tuitions, a goal of the Board of Regents." 

Colorado Lawmakers Consider Allowing State Universities To Increase Tuition 40% The Coloradoan (3/10, Kalaaji) reports, "The proposed tuition hike for the University of Colorado and Colorado State University would move the schools from among the least inexpensive of the nation's 80 public universities to near the midway point. Lawmakers are considering allowing Colorado State University and the University of Colorado to raise resident tuition 40 percent to offset more state cuts. The proposal made Tuesday by staff members of the Joint Budget Committee would raise CSU's resident undergraduate tuition to $4,071 per year, up from $2,908. The proposal did not specify tuition increases for nonresidents, which could be near the inflation rate of 1.1 percent." The Coloradoan adds, "It also stipulates that 16.5 percent of additional tuition revenue be set aside for financial aid. CSU could receive an additional $19 million in tuition funding, of which about $3 million would be devoted to need-based grants. But that's little consolation to students who are struggling to pay the high costs of college. CSU resident undergraduates would pay an additional $1,163 per year." 
The Rocky Mountain News (3/10, Good) reports, "In-state students at Colorado's flagship universities could pay 40 percent more in tuition to offset proposed spending cuts in higher education that allow the state to balance its budget. Students at Colorado State University and the University of Colorado's three campuses would have to come up with roughly $1,200 more for tuition each semester under a proposal revealed Tuesday. The students' extra spending would compensate for a proposed $70 million in cuts to CSU and the CU system in the next fiscal year." The Mountain News adds, "State Sen. Ron Tupa, whose district includes Boulder, blasted the proposal for 'soaking these students . . . to balance the state budget squarely on their backs.' The tuition increase would be partially offset by a decline in fees, so tuition and fees combined would increase 31 percent." 
Morris Brown Seeks Help In Getting Out Of Debt 
The Times-Enterprise (GA) (3/10, Lastinger) reports, "Morris Brown College is depending on thousands of giving hands to help it get back on its financial feet. The historically black school lost its accreditation last year after sinking into massive debt. 'We are in the process of getting people who are sympathetic to our cause of making Morris Brown better,' said Frank Cummings, chairman of the Morris Brown Board of Trustees and the bishop of the African Methodist Episcopalian Church's 11th District in Jacksonville, Fla. He has been busy in Thomasville this week visiting prospective donors and students." The Enterprise adds, "The Southern Association of Colleges and Schools revoked Morris Brown's accrediation in December 2002, citing problems with financial aid, record keeping and institutional effectiveness. A U.S. Department of Education review showed the school received grants and loans for students who weren't qualified, who never enrolled or dropped out." 

Texas Middle School Pays Tribute To HBCUs. The Dallas Morning News (3/10, Lodge) reports, "Sometimes, even in a leap year, February isn't long enough to sufficiently recognize black history. Sellers Middle School had so many special events this year that they spilled into March, ending Friday with a tribute to some of the nation's 105 historically black colleges and universities. Principal Janice Howard estimated the crowd of students, parents and friends at more than 900." The Morning News adds, "Ms. Howard, a graduate of Xavier University of Louisiana, received a long ovation when she announced: 'Our hope for the future is for some of these young people ... to pursue a college degree and go beyond.' Sellers students provided spirited entertainment in the form of dance and step-dance routines. But attention always returned to such schools as Howard University in Washington, D.C., alma mater to Andrew Young, a three-term congressman from Georgia, two-term mayor of Atlanta and ambassador to the United Nations under President Jimmy Carter." 

Governor Kernan Asks Indiana Colleges To Limit Tuition Increases To 4% 
The Indianapolis Star (3/11, Corcoran) reports, "Gov. Joe Kernan is urging Indiana's public colleges and universities to hold tuition increases to no more than 4 percent next year for in-state undergraduate and graduate students. In a letter his office released Wednesday, Kernan also suggested that higher education institutions hold at least one public hearing on proposed tuition and fee increases at least 30 days before trustees approve them. Kernan said limiting increases to 4 percent seemed reasonable to him in light of the average growth in Hoosiers' family incomes in recent years." The Star continues, "Stan Jones, Indiana's higher education commissioner, said he expects the university trustees to fall in line. In Indiana, tuition is set by college and university boards of trustees to whom the governor can appoint members. The letter from Kernan, the Democratic candidate for governor, follows a rough-and-tumble debate that Sen. Luke Kenley, R-Noblesville, initiated this year at the General Assembly when he advanced a proposal capping tuition increases at 3 percent a year after students' freshman years." The Star adds, "Kenley withdrew his proposal in February under intense pressure from Indiana's major universities. But he cautioned university officials that next year, when their two-year budgets will be written, they should have a plan for controlling tuition increases -- or risk the funding consequences. Kenley's proposal came after Ball State University, Indiana University and Indiana State University initiated -- without notice -- a $1,000-a-year increase for this year's freshman class and all students who enroll for the first time in following years." 

Missouri's Tax Exemption For College Tuition Program May Offer More Investment Choices 
The Associated Press (3/10, Sandler) reports, "Missouri's tax exemption for college tuition savings would cover a broader range of investment choices under legislation given tentative House approval Wednesday. The existing Missourians Saving for Tuition program - called MOST - gives savers the choice of having their money placed in bonds, stocks or a combination, with no state tax levied on the earnings. Under the House bill, participants would get the same benefit by buying a bank certificate of deposit or investing in some other state's college savings program. All states have such programs, but no state offers an exemption for money invested in another state's plan." AP adds, "The bill was sponsored by Rep. Blaine Luetkemeyer, R-St. Elizabeth, who is running for state treasurer. The measure needs a second House vote before it can move to the Senate. Luetkemeyer said some Missourians might be more comfortable participating in MOST if they could invest in their local bank rather than in stocks or bonds. And, he said, some other states' college savings plans might offer higher returns than MOST. But Democrats worried that the bill would harm the MOST program, which typically has given customers higher interest rates and a greater return on their investment than a bank could." 
University Of Washington Students Debate Proposed Methods For Increasing Tuition 
The Daily (3/10, Kelly) reports, "Student representatives debated the ASUW's response to proposed methods of increasing tuition last night. Senators discussed the proposals after Harlan Patterson, vice provost for planning and budgeting, explained the methods to the ASUW Board of Directors last week. Lack of state funding has motivated the proposed 7 percent resident and 11.5 percent non-resident undergraduate tuition increase. The UW Board of Regents is expected to approve increases at its monthly meeting next week." The Daily adds, "Tuition based on earning potential was the most contentious issue among senators. The idea draws upon certain degrees serving as subsidized financial aid because they have higher earning power, such as a career in medicine as opposed to a career in the humanities. Students said economically disadvantaged students might be forced into degree programs that have lower-earning potential because of such a policy. Undeclared students and those who change their majors also pose a problem for this type of tuition-setting policy, students said." 

Donations To Colleges Stagnant Last Year 
The Chronicle Of Higher Education (3/11, June) reports, "Giving to colleges and universities was flat in the 2003 fiscal year, according to the results of an annual survey scheduled for release today. Until recently, such a finding would have been cause for despair. Nowadays, however, fund raisers are relieved just to know that no additional ground was lost. For the second consecutive year, estimated private contributions to higher education totaled $23.9-billion, down from $24.2-billion in the year ending in June 2001, according to the Council for Aid to Education, which conducts the 'Voluntary Support of Education' survey." The CHE adds, "The council, which has tracked giving to colleges for more than 50 years, based its total for 2003 on fund-raising results reported by 954 institutions. Most institutions' fiscal years end on June 30. In the 2002 fiscal year, the total value of gifts to higher education dipped for the first time in 14 years. A decrease in alumni giving was the main reason for the 1.2-percent overall decline. Ms. Kaplan said a 13.6-percent drop in gifts from alumni in 2002 was puzzling because 'people tend to be quite loyal to their alma mater.' In 2003, however, alumni giving rebounded to $6.6-billion, an 11.9-percent increase. Alumni gifts and grants from noncorporate foundations provided the largest shares of support for higher education in 2003, with each contributing 28 percent of the total. In 2002, foundation giving surpassed alumni giving for the first time in 25 years." 

Alumni Donations Increased Last Year 

USA Today (3/11, Marklein) reports, "Alumni donations to U.S. colleges and universities increased 11.9% last year, a rebound from the sharp declines of the previous year, a survey reports today. But overall, voluntary support of higher education, which also includes gifts from corporations, foundations and other individuals and organizations, remained at $23.9 billion in 2003, the same amount as was raised a year earlier. That stability is an improvement over 2002, when the amount declined for the first time in 14 years, says Ann Kaplan, director of the survey, conducted annually by the non-profit Rand Corp.'s Council for Aid to Education." Today continues, "Some fundraisers were more optimistic, noting that the economy and stock market underperformed for much of the period, the 12 months that ended June 30. The study analyzed donations at about 1,000 colleges and universities that receive 85% of voluntary support to colleges and universities annually. Voluntary giving accounts for about 8% of expenditures, although it plays a larger role at some schools than others, the study says. Private liberal arts institutions, for example, raise 22.3% of expenditures from voluntary giving. The value of the average alumni gift increased to $965, up 9.5%." 
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