Today there are 7 news articles for your review. 

Senate Votes To Remove Controversial Provision From 2005 Budget Plan. The Chronicle Of Higher Education (3/15, Burd) reports, "The U.S. Senate voted early Friday to remove a controversial provision from a budget plan for 2005 that would have changed the way the maximum Pell Grant is set each year. The Republican and Democratic leaders of the Senate appropriations subcommittee in charge of setting the Education Department's budget -- Sens. Arlen Specter of Pennsylvania and Tom Harkin of Iowa -- jointly introduced an amendment to strike the provision from the budget resolution. Working late into the night Thursday, the Senate passed the amendment by a voice vote and soon afterward approved the entire budget resolution by a vote of 51 to 45." The CHE adds, "The provision was identical to a proposal, which was part of President Bush's 2005 budget request, that was meant to prevent lawmakers from allocating less money than is needed to cover the costs of Pell Grants in a given year. Administration officials said that doing so was essential to curtailing the growth of a $3.7-billion shortfall in the program's budget (The Chronicle, February 27). The appropriators, however, objected to the provision because they said it would make it much more difficult for them to raise the maximum Pell Grant without making cuts to other programs under their jurisdiction, like spending for elementary and secondary education or the National Institutes of Health." 

Alaska Agency Will Offer Low-Cost Consolidation. The Miami Herald / Anchorage Daily News (3/12, Richtmyer) reports, "Alaska's student loan agency will begin offering low-cost consolidation for federally guaranteed loans next month and plans to start a similar program for state student loans this summer. Starting April 5, the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education will be able to consolidate federally backed Stafford and AlaskAdvantage Plus loans for borrowers into a single loan with a fixed interest rate, said Stephanie Butler, the agency's director of operations." The Daily News adds, "Until 2001, students who took out federally guaranteed loans through the ACPE had to reapply each year, and each loan was administered separately, in many cases by different lenders, Butler said. That meant a student might end up with four or more federally guaranteed loans, each with a separate bill and most with variable interest rates, at the end of his or her college career. The interest rate on the consolidated loans will be fixed, and they'll vary depending on the average of the rates of all the loans being consolidated. Alaska residency is not required to qualify, but the agency said you must have at least one ACPE loan balance. If you are an Alaska resident but do not have a loan with the agency, you may also apply if you have at least $3,500 of eligible debt." 

Many Colleges Are Doing Away With Minority Programs. The Chronicle Of Higher Education (Weekly) (3/19) reports, "Carnegie Mellon University may care deeply about its minority students, but, as of last month, it no longer cares to assume the legal risks associated with offering scholarships and programs specifically for them. It is hardly alone in that respect. Colleges throughout the nation are quietly opening a wide range of minority programs to students of any race, mainly to avoid being accused of discrimination." The CHE continues, "In addition, several nonprofit organizations and federal agencies have recently made, or are considering, similar changes. Among them, the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation has changed the criteria for a major fellowship program to allow nonminority participation. The National Institutes of Health has already opened at least one minority program to participants of any race and appears poised to open several others. And the National Merit Scholarship Corporation has discontinued a program that asked colleges to sponsor scholarships for black students, in part because fewer colleges were willing to participate." The CHE adds, "At least in name, minority programs are rapidly disappearing from college campuses. Colleges are dropping the word "minority" from the titles of scholarships and fellowships -- as well as recruitment, orientation, and academic-enrichment programs -- and opening them to populations that they had excluded. The goal of most of the programs remains helping black, Hispanic, and American Indian students succeed in higher education, but now colleges must be willing to include white and Asian students in the mix." 
Giving To Colleges Remained Flat Last Year. The Chronicle Of Higher Education (3/19, June) reports, "Giving to colleges and universities was flat in the 2003 fiscal year, the kind of news that only recently would have been cause for despair. Today, though, fund raisers are relieved just to know that no additional ground was lost. For the second consecutive year, estimated private contributions to higher education totaled $23.9-billion, down from $24.2-billion in 2001, according to the Council for Aid to Education, which conducts the "Voluntary Support of Education" survey released last week. The council, which has tracked giving to colleges for more than 50 years, based its total for 2003 on fund-raising results reported by 954 institutions. Most institutions' fiscal years end on June 30." The CHE adds, "In the 2002 fiscal year, the total value of gifts to higher education dipped for the first time in 14 years. A decrease in alumni giving was the main reason for the 1.2-percent overall decline. In 2003, however, alumni giving rebounded to $6.6-billion, an 11.9-percent increase. Alumni gifts and grants from noncorporate foundations provided the largest shares of support for higher education in 2003, with each contributing 28 percent of the total. In 2002 foundation giving surpassed alumni giving for the first time in 25 years. The study attributed last year's increase in alumni giving to larger gifts, not larger numbers of graduates making donations to their alma maters. Some alumni, perhaps worried about their finances in 2002, may have held back on giving that year, only to roll the money into one large donation for 2003, Ms. Kaplan said." 

Owens Pleads With Business Leaders To Convince Lawmakers Not To Call For Another Tuition Hike. The Rocky Mountain News (3/13, Sanko) reports, "Gov. Bill Owens persuaded business leaders Friday to carry a message to lawmakers that state budget problems can't be solved on the back of Colorado's colleges and universities. Owens made his plea at a meeting in the old Supreme Court chambers, where he also unveiled two options to take to the state's voters in November to unlock current fiscal restraints. And he called for selling off the state's tobacco settlement revenues in a lump sum to help ease the budget crunch. 'If we don't do something pretty soon, we're going to be facing some real challenges,' Owens warned a group of 40 business leaders, who were gathered at the urging of the Colorado Commission on Higher Education. The CCHE asked for their help in protecting the state's colleges and universities from further budget cuts." The Mountain News adds, "Legislative budget writers currently are looking at several plans, including one that calls for a 40 percent tuition hike at the University of Colorado and Colorado State University. Owens said he'd veto that idea if it reaches his desk. Shortly after the governor's talk, several business leaders - including former state Republican Party chairmen Don Bain and Bruce Benson, now chairman of the Metro State Board of Trustees - were in the Senate and House chambers chatting with legislators about the problem. 

Michigan CCs Lumped In With Colleges When It Comes To Limits On Tuition Increases. The Grand Rapids Press (3/13, Putnam) reports, "Community colleges resent being lumped together with their university counterparts when it comes to proposed limits on tuition increases. The two-year colleges are battling a plan by Gov. Jennifer Granholm to return some state dollars cut this year to schools that agree to limit fall tuition increases to the rate of inflation, about 2.3 percent. The deal applies to all 15 state universities and 28 community colleges. It's not that community colleges don't want the money. But administrators say it is not fair to apply the same tuition limitations to community colleges as universities, where tuition rates have jumped dramatically. " The Press continues, "'We feel community colleges have restrained tuition over the last decade, and to apply that same tuition restraint ... seems unfair to us,' said Bob Partridge, Grand Rapids Community College's executive vice president for business and finance. Last year, tuition went up 5.7 percent at GRCC, but in years previous it was much lower." The Press adds, "Community college tuition statewide, on average, jumped 32.6 percent between 1995 and 2004. But it grew by 68.2 percent at the public universities during the same time period, according to the Senate Fiscal Agency." 

Oregon Studies Community Colleges To See How To Encourage More To Get College Degrees. The Oregonian (3/14, Graves) reports, "Oregon's bustling community colleges teach everything from art history to welding to nearly 400,000 people a year. Yet for those seeking a college degree, they present a precarious path that only a fraction ever complete. And that makes the state's system of 17 community colleges prime hunting grounds for a higher education board seeking more efficient ways to produce college-educated Oregonians. Most community college students are taking courses for personal interest, basic skills or job training. But last year, 88,145 students enrolled in courses for college credit that transfer to state universities. Some of them were seeking two-year associate degrees and certificates, but most were seeking bachelor's degrees. Yet only about 3,500 state community college students transfer each year to Oregon's seven universities, according to state data analyzed by The Oregonian. And even fewer -- 1,906 last year -- earn bachelor's degrees." So "the State Board of Higher Education, led by former Gov. Neil Goldschmidt and including six newcomers appointed last fall by Gov. Ted Kulongoski, is taking a hard look at the state's community colleges." The group "is also looking at ways to better track students after they enter community college." 
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