Today there are 8 newsclips related to higher education.

House Republicans Propose Legislation Reducing Subsidies For Student Loan Programs 
The Washington Post (3/17, Dobbs, A2) reports, "House Republicans are considering legislation aimed at reducing government subsidies for a federally supported student loan program, a step that critics say could lead to sharp increases in the long-term cost of going to college. The Republican proposals, which are in draft form and have not been circulated, could shake up the $35 billion-a-year student loan industry. Among the ideas being considered, according to lobbyists for both sides, is a major revamp of the present system of permitting recent graduates to consolidate student loans at fixed interest rates." The Post continues "Because it is widely believed that a rise in interest rates is inevitable, a move to variable interest rates would likely mean higher bills for millions of college graduates over the next few years. But it could permit the government to use the money saved from subsidizing artificially low interest rates to help low-income students. As a prelude to a formal debate on the changes, today the House Committee on Education and the Workforce will hear arguments for and against fixed-rate student loans. Supporters and opponents of loan consolidation have submitted widely divergent estimates of the costs of keeping the present system for the student and the taxpayer." The Post adds, "The student loan industry is split on how to deal with the looming budget crunch. Most big lenders, including Sallie Mae, which claims a 29 percent share of all outstanding loans, would like to do away with consolidation on the grounds that it is becoming far too costly over the long run for taxpayers. Small loan-consolidation companies are fiercely opposed to any changes, fearing that they could be driven out of business." 

President Of NCAA Claims The USDOE Is At Fault For Suppression Of Grad Rates 
Myles Brand, President of National Collegiate Athletic Association, writes in an op-ed for The Boston Globe (3/17), "In his March 16 column, Globe columnist Derrick Z. Jackson accused the NCAA of 'suppressing the bad news on NCAA graduation.' He notes that 37 of the 65 teams in the Division I Men's Basketball Championship ''did not publish graduation rates of their African-American plays [and 16] schools published no graduation rates at all.'' Jackson is right about the suppression but wrong about whom is responsible - a mistake that could have been avoided by a simple phone call to the NCAA national office." Brand continues, "As a matter of fact, I am as concerned about the suppression of important graduation rate information as Jackson is. There is no question that the sunshine brought by the publishing of these data has been critical to much of the academic reform in college sports over the last 15 years. Under the 1990 Student Right to Know Act, the US Department of Education (DOE) has collected graduation rate information from America's colleges and universities. Since 1991, the NCAA has published the federally collected data and has compared student-athletes as a group and by sport to the general student body across a range of demographic categories." Brand adds, "Schools are still required to provide complete graduation rates for all of their student-athletes, but the DOE has ruled that no information can be published for an institution's sport where there are fewer than three student-athletes on scholarship or fewer than three who graduate. The penalty for publishing these data if significant. The effect of this new rule by the federal government is that the worst offenders can remain in the shadows. After numerous discussions with the Department of Education and with members of Congress in an attempt to reverse the interpretation, the NCAA has decided to collect the data on its own and report the results as before. The complete data will be in the report to be published this summer. We need the spotlight that published graduation rates shines on academic success or the lack of it. On this I agree with Jackson. His fight is not with the NCAA, however. We are going to collect the data on our own and report the findings that the Department of Education has suppressed." 

Community College Students Protest Schwarzenegger's Plan To Raise Fees 
The Sacramento Bee (3/16, Maxwell) reports, "Community college students from across California marched by the thousands to the Capitol on Monday to denounce Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger - arguably among the most celebrated alumni of the state's two-year schools - and his bid to raise their fees. Many of them said they couldn't understand how 'the people's governor,' a man they voted for and who had been to community college himself, could support fee increases." The Bee adds, "The protesters came by bus, car and plane, traveling overnight to represent many of the state's 109 community college campuses. Many of them, decked out in anti-Schwarzenegger T-shirts, toted signs on a two-mile march from Raley Field in West Sacramento to the west steps of the Capitol, and rallied for more than two hours in the midday sun. Some were recent high school graduates planning to transfer to a four-year university, others middle-aged parents going back to school after 20 years."

University Of Hawaii Under Investigation For Policy Giving Tuition Waivers To Native Hawaiians 
The Kansas City Star .AP (3/16, Dunford) reports, "The University of Hawaii's policy giving some native Hawaiian students tuition waivers or preferential tuition rates is being investigated by the U.S. Department of Education's Office of Civil Rights, The Chronicle of Higher Education reported this week. In a report on its Web site dated for Friday, the Chronicle outlines the quiet moves by universities and colleges across the nation to open their minority programs to students of any race to avoid accusations of discrimination." AP continues, "It reports federal discrimination investigations are underway at Hawaii, Pepperdine University, Seton Hall University, Virginia Tech, Washington University in St. Louis and the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction. Officials at the federal agency's Seattle office, which was assigned the investigation of alleged racial discrimination at UH, did not return telephone calls Tuesday from The Associated Press seeking information. While the Chronicle said the Office of Civil Rights has not disclosed the source of the complaint against UH, former Hawaii attorney John Goemans said it is based on a complaint he filed nearly two years ago, warning a finding of discrimination could jeopardize the school's federal funding." 

OP-Ed Comments On Role Of For-Profit Schools 
Herman Litt, chairman of the Houston Community College Board of Trustees writes in an op-ed for The Houston Chronicle (3/17), "The recent search of three Houston ITT Technical Institute sites by FBI agents and postal inspectors, the ITT headquarters in Indianapolis and campuses in seven states may lead to questions about how all work force training is conducted. Although no specific allegations or charges were filed against ITT as of last week, the investigation was prompted by questions concerning student recruitment, attendance, grades, retention, graduation, placement and graduate salaries." Litt continues, "Student Vanessa Villarreal, 20, was quoted in the Chronicle as saying, 'Basically, I'm not that surprised. I felt like they wanted me for my money.' We cannot allow this response to become the prevailing impression of work force training. There is a role for proprietary schools in the community. They provide an alternative and quick entry point to training and technical preparation that may not be readily accessible to students otherwise, in terms of timing, location and other factors. However, one major difference between proprietary schools and public community colleges is the high cost of private school programs. This high cost often means students must finance the expense through large loans and other forms of financial aid. This high cost impacts us all. High costs mean less financial aid for all." Litt adds, "The need for higher education will increase as technological changes and globalization accelerate. We must be better informed about where the best opportunities are to be found. That means all of us need to encourage students, while still in high school, to begin career exploration early and to pursue opportunities such as work force dual credit and student success courses." LItt concludes, "Such courses are free to HCC in-district students, for example, and can make the transition to college and work force training easier. Ongoing work force training is vital to our community. That's why we need to be able to say to Vanessa: No, technical training is not only about the money. Yes, it is about opportunity." 

Hatch And Cannon Sponsor Bill To Allow Some Illegal Immigrants To Qualify For In-State Tuition 
The Salt Lake Tribune (3/16, Smith) reports, "Allowing some illegal immigrants to attend college at in-state tuition prices and eventually become lawful U.S. residents would cost federal taxpayers $90 million over the next decade and benefit 46,000 immigrants, congressional budget analysts say. Federal spending would increase from higher participation in Food Stamp and Medicaid programs, according to the Congressional Budget Office. Utah Republicans Sen. Orrin Hatch and Rep. Chris Cannon are the primary sponsors of Senate and House versions of legislation to repeal a 1996 federal law and give states discretion over whether to offer public education benefits to people who entered the country illegally." The Tribune adds, "The bills also would allow illegal immigrants who were less than 16 years old at the time of their entry and who have lived in the United States the past five years to adjust their status to 'conditional legal permanent resident' provided they meet several good-behavior criteria. Hatch has said allowing upstanding illegal immigrants to further their education and legally secure jobs will benefit the nation economically." 

More Call For Paige's Resignation 
California Teachers' Union Calls For Paige's Resignation. 
The California Educator (3/17) reports, "CTA has joined thousands of educators across the country in demanding the resignation of U.S. Secretary of Education Rodney Paige, following an incident in which he called NEA a 'terrorist organization.' Secretary Paige made the remarks to some of the nation's governors in a private White House meeting. Even though he later called NEA President Reg Weaver to offer an apology for what he called his 'inappropriate choice of words,' Weaver says, 'he continues to inflame the situation, referring to our efforts to improve ESEA/NCLB as 'obstructionist scare tactics.'" So "'teachers are deeply insulted by Mr. Paige's remarks,' says CTA President Barbara E. Kerr." And "although name-calling appears to be the administration's response to parents and teachers who have legitimate concerns with President Bush's No Child Left Behind Act, she says, 'teachers and parents know that this law's one-size-fits-all approach to learning hurts our kids.'" 
Hundreds Of Iowans Call For Paige's Resignation. KCRG-ABC-TV, Cedar Rapids-Waterloo-Dubuque, IA (3/16, 5:00 pm) reported, "Hundreds of Iowans have signed an internet petition that urges President Bush to fire his Education Secretary. It's a reaction to Secretary Rod Paige calling the National Education Association a terrorist organization. Paige has apologized, and claimed the comment was a joke. But members of the nation's largest teachers union and others have called for his job." 
Nearly 70 Saratogans Sign Petition. The Saratogian (NY) (3/17, McGarry) reports, "Nearly 70 city residents have signed a newly created online petition demanding that President Bush fire his education secretary after he called the nation's largest teachers union a 'terrorist organization.' 'To be called a terrorist because you stand up for what you do and the children who are going to be the voters of tomorrow...is not a laughing matter at all,' said Anny Holgate, a former New York City teacher who lives in Saratoga Springs and signed the petition." 
Another Columnist Criticizes Paige Over NEA Remarks. Dave Yoder writes in his column for the Sioux City Journal (3/16), "Secretary of Education Rod Paige called the National Education Association, the nation's largest teacher's organization, 'terrorists' for daring to oppose the No Child Left Behind Act. Even the American Federation of Teachers, the other teacher union, was offended and they don't even like to spell NEA." And "Paige's comments didn't occur in a vacuum, either. Note how often Republicans use the term 'obstructionist' to describe anybody who dares disagree with them. Democrats are not people with an opposing viewpoint, not people you have to talk to or reach a compromise with, not people who were elected to their offices the same way Republicans were, not people you have to listen to. They're just people who like to be contrary and get in the way." 

Paige Praised For Taking On Teachers' Union 
Andrea Neal, a teacher at St. Richard's School in Indianapolis and an adjunct scholar with the Indiana Policy Review Foundation, writes in the Indianapolis Star (3/17), "As they develop their policy initiatives for Indiana schools, candidates for governor should take a page from Rod Paige's playbook: Be bold, be creative and don't be afraid to take on the teachers union. Though Paige's sense of humor backfired last month when he likened the National Education Association to a terrorist organization, the U.S. secretary of education gets high marks for speaking out against the 2.7 million-member union, whose resistance to change has often impeded school reform." 

Here is the link to all of today's news articles:

http://www.bulletinnews.com/education/
