Today there are 6 newsclips related to higher education.

House Considers Changing Program Allowing Students Fixed Rate Consolidation Loans 
New York Times (3/19, Schemo) reports, "With Congress poised to rewrite the Higher Education Act this year, the House of Representatives is considering important changes to a popular program that allows college graduates to consolidate their educational loans at a fixed rate over many years. Currently, college graduates have a one-time option of combining their educational loans for as long as 30 years at below-market rates, now around 3 percent. The loans are guaranteed by the federal government, which also pledges to pay lenders and banks the difference between the fixed rate a graduate can lock in and the fluctuating market rate. The major banks and lenders who handle educational loans, however, have been pressing for the loans to be issued at variable, rather than fixed, rates. Companies that consolidate the loans, consumer groups and advocates for college students, however, are opposing the change because it could mean higher payments for students." The Times continues, "The State PIRGs for Higher Education, a public interest research group, estimated a student holding $20,000 in educational loans at today's rate would spend an additional $7,807 on a 20-year loan if the rate was allowed to fluctuate. At a hearing held by the House Committee on Education and the Workforce on Wednesday, Robert Shapiro, an economist at the Brookings Institution, estimated that over the life of existing loans, taxpayers would pay $14 billion to $104 billion to subsidize the loans, depending on how high interest rates climb in the coming decades. Mr. Shapiro based his estimates on a study financed by four student lenders, including Sallie Mae, the largest holder of student loans." The Times adds, "A report by the General Accounting Office, the investigative arm of Congress, also warned that costs of the loans would rise significantly in the coming years. The implication, said Representative John A. Boehner, Republican of Ohio, chairman of the committee, 'is that if we leave the consolidation loan program on autopilot, the cost could balloon, taking billions of dollars away from the very low- and middle-income students we are seeking to help.' Mr. Boehner said that the program was never meant to subsidize loans for college graduates at below-market rates, but rather to simplify repayment." 

Florida Universities Report Higher Graduation Rates
The Miami Herald (3/19, Steinback) reports, "Florida ranks 12th in the nation in the percentage of freshmen enrolling in state universities and graduating from the same institutions within six years, according to the state Department of Education. Florida's six-year graduation rate for blacks and Hispanics was seventh and sixth, respectively, among states. Florida's relatively low cost of tuition combined with higher private and out-of-state tuitions may be reducing the number of state university students who transfer out of the state, department analysts reported." The Herald continues, "Fifty-seven percent of freshmen who entered one of Florida's 11 public universities in 1996 graduated from the same institution by 2002, compared to 52 percent nationally. The numbers came from statistics gathered by the National Center for Education Statistics' annual Graduation Rate Survey. It was second year of improvement for the state's universities since the recent low of 55 percent for the 1994 freshman class." 

University Of Hawaii's Under Investigation For Program That Gives Tuition Waivers To Hawaiian Students 
The Honolulu Star Bulletin (3/18, Gima) reports, "On the same day a judge upheld Kamehameha Schools' native Hawaiians-only admission policy, federal officials met with University of Hawaii-Manoa administrators to investigate a racial discrimination complaint over a UH program that allows Hawaiian students to get tuition waivers. C. Mamo Kim, the special adviser on Hawaiian affairs to the UH-Manoa chancellor, said the meeting in November was 'positive.' On Nov. 17, U.S. District Court Judge Alan Kay struck down a challenge by an unidentified non-Hawaiian student who argued that the Kamehameha Schools' policy of giving preference to Hawaiian students violated federal anti-discrimination laws." The Bulletin continues, "The native Hawaiian tuition-waiver program at UH-Manoa is one of several discrimination investigations by the U.S. Department of Education's civil rights office. Spokesman Carlin Hertz in the department's Office of Civil Rights in Washington confirmed the UH investigation. Kim said the Office of Civil Rights is expected to send a letter outlining more questions." The Bulletin adds, "The investigation involves the university's Kua'ana program, which grants 110 tuition waivers at UH-Manoa each year to native Hawaiian students with financial need, said Amy Agbayani, director of student equity, excellence and diversity at UH-Manoa. Systemwide, UH gives out 250 tuition waivers a year at community colleges and other campuses, Agbayani said. S he said the investigation does not involve other university programs that give preference to native Hawaiians. Agbayani defended the Kua'ana program, saying native Hawaiian students are underrepresented at UH and that many cannot afford tuition." 

House Approves Bill Denying Federal Funds To Colleges Barring Military Recruiters
The Chronicle Of Higher Education (3/19, Klein) reports, "A bill bolstering the Solomon Amendment, a federal law that denies funds to colleges that bar military recruiters from their campuses, was approved by a U.S. House of Representatives committee on Tuesday. The bill, known as the ROTC Military Recruiter Equal Access to Campus Act (HR 3966), would require colleges to treat military officials in the same manner as other potential employers and would impose stiffer penalties on colleges that refused to comply with the law. Some colleges have been reluctant to welcome military recruiters because the Pentagon's policy against gay and lesbian members of the armed forces violates the colleges' own antidiscrimination policies." The CHE adds, "The legislation, which was approved by the Armed Services Committee and is likely to go to the floor of the House next week, follows several lawsuits challenging the constitutionality of both the military-recruiter law and the Defense Department's interpretation of it. The suits have been brought by organizations at more than a dozen law schools, including Yale University and the University of Pennsylvania. The bill would prohibit colleges that do not comply with the law from receiving financing from the Departments of Energy, Homeland Security, and Justice, among other federal agencies, and would require colleges to allow the Defense Department to maintain a unit of the Senior Officer Training Corps on their campuses." 

Kentucky May Include CATS Scores On Student Transcripts The Louisville Courier-Journal (3/18, Rodriguez) reported, "Kentucky students might soon find their statewide test scores on their school transcripts -- there for everyone from colleges to potential employers to see. A panel of testing experts meeting today and tomorrow in Frankfort will determine whether the Commonwealth Accountability Testing System, or CATS, accurately measures individual student achievement. If the panel decides that it does, state law says schools must start including CATS scores on student transcripts. Since 1998, when CATS was implemented, the panel has said the tests are only valid to judge the performance of schools and districts -- not individual students." But "the Kentucky Education Department 'encourages caution when school districts look at' linking CATS scores to student transcripts or graduation requirements, said Lisa Gross, a department spokeswoman. The state doesn't track how many schools or districts have incorporated CATS scores into graduation or other requirements, she said." 

More Join In Calling For Paige's Removal 
The Myrtle Beach Sun News (3/18, Maines) reported, "At least 50 Grand Strand residents have joined more than 250,000 people nationwide in signing an online petition urging President Bush to oust U.S. Education Secretary Rod Paige. Paige, a former superintendent, sparked a furor among many educators and the general public late last month when he called the National Education Association, the nation's largest teachers union, a 'terrorist organization.'" So far "more than 900 S.C. residents have placed their names on the document." And "many say they are calling for Paige's termination in response to his comments about the NEA. But others say their dissatisfaction begins with the federal No Child Left Behind Act, which calls for all children to be proficient in math and English/language arts by 2014." 
Challenger For Leadership Of Iowa Teachers' Union Seeks Paige's Removal. The Council Bluffs Daily Nonpareil (3/18, Boyce) reported, "With little more than two weeks before she squares off against the current president of the Iowa State Education Association, if Linda Nelson is nervous, she's doing a fine job of hiding her feelings. The image she has for the public to see is a 'bring-it-on' attitude. 'You just have to have a feel for it, and I'm ready,' Nelson said of the upcoming debate with current ISEA President John Hieronymus." Nelson "said she has received letters of support from former political colleagues, including Reps. Phil Wise of Keokuk and Doug Struyk of Council Bluffs, and Senate Minority Leader Mike Gronstal of Council Bluffs." She "supports the removal of current U.S. Secretary of Education Rod Paige from his position after he called the National Education Association, the country's largest teacher's union, a 'terrorist organization.' Though Paige later recanted, Nelson is ready to back up the NEA's call for the secretary's resignation." 
North Carolina Republicans Struggle With Teachers' Union. The Charlotte Observer  (3/19, Durhams) reports, "Democratic Gov. Mike Easley and Lt. Gov. Beverly Perdue are the headliners today in Fayetteville at the convention of the state's largest teacher's union. Some of the state's prominent Republicans say they weren't invited. That might be one reason gubernatorial candidate Bill Cobey says the N.C. Association of Educators is a key to the 'educrat' thinking that keeps the state from expanding charter schools. Fellow Republican candidate Fern Shubert of Marshville told a group of Charlotte Republicans, 'Remember: If you get something against me at the last minute from the NCAE, that probably means it's not true.' The rhetoric isn't as heated as when U.S. Education Secretary Rod Paige called the National Education Association a 'terrorist' organization a month ago, accusing it of using 'obstructionist scare tactics' in fighting the reform law known as No Child Left Behind. But it highlights a balancing act for Republicans who don't want to offend teachers. Some want to pass along the message: Love the teachers, hate the union." 
Teacher Defends NEA Opposition To NCLB. Frankie Osborne, an English teacher at Parrish Middle School, writes in an op-ed in the Salem Statesman Journal (3/18), "Imagine my surprise this morning when I looked in the mirror and saw the face of a terrorist! Yes, according to Secretary of Education Rod Paige, I am a card-carrying member of yet another Bush-administration-designated terrorist organization, the National Education Association. My colleagues in the public school systems, including everyone from teachers to custodians, have been tarred by the same brush as al-Qaida. We're all terrorists now." But "what, exactly, has the National Education Association done that has earned us the designation of terrorist? We have used 'obstructionist scare tactics' in opposing the president's No Child Left Behind Act. This program has been criticized by both Republicans and Democrats, as well as by school personnel and administrators from all parts of the country. Some states are opting out of federal educational funding rather than submit to the provisions of this bill, but Oregon, so far, isn't among them. Why oppose this act? Mostly because it doesn't do what is it supposed to do: improve education. It seems designed to label schools, including my own, as low, open doors for school vouchers, and undercut the entire public education system. In light of this attack on the institution we NEA members represent, it is not surprising that we find it hard to support the No Child Left Behind Act." 

Here is the link to all of today's news articles:
http://www.bulletinnews.com/education/
