Today there are 2 newsclips related to higher education.

Tuition Increases Expected For Florida Universities 
The Miami Herald /KRT (3/24, Yeager) reports, "University students can plan on paying at least 7.5 percent more for their fall classes. Proposed budgets in the House and Senate raise tuition for all students. They also provide more than $90 million to nearly clear a backlog of university requests for state money to match gifts. But lawmakers still have a lot to hammer out in budget negotiations, including whether universities get money for thousands of new students and whether Florida A&M and Florida State universities receive millions of dollars they've requested for construction projects." KRT adds, "Lawmakers on both sides of the Capitol are mandating students pay $3.75 more per credit hour, or $45 more for those taking 12 hours. That doesn't account for possible increases in other student fees for services such as health and athletics. Since Gov. Jeb Bush also proposed a 7.5-percent increase, it's not likely to change. What's not known is how much lawmakers will increase tuition for graduate and out-of-state students. The Senate proposal calls for a 12.5-percent increase for those students and gives individual boards of trustees the flexibility to raise it up to 15 percent. The House gives trustees the flexibility to raise out-of-state and graduate tuition as much as they want -- a measure that makes student lobbyists nervous." 

Students Have Mixed Opinions On East Carolina's Tuition Increase 
The East Carolinian (3/25, Henne) reports, "ECU's original proposed tuition increase of $300 a year for the next three years was amended and passed as a one year increase of $225 by the Board of Governors last Friday, but students and faculty have mixed feelings on the outcome. Jordan Mills, junior geography major said he does not like how ECU's tuition is continually rising, but can understand the need for the increase. Mills said paying the higher cost would be difficult for him and his family." The Carolinian continues, "Mills said he does not feel ECU has 'cut him any slack' in paying tuition despite his family problems. 'I think they just see it as a black and white issue,' Mills said. Brandon Benfield, senior construction management major, said he does not feel ECU is spending the students' money appropriately with the tuition increase. Benfield said he would like to see the students' money used to ensure student safety, and other funding should come from other sources." The Carolinian adds, "The Board of Governors did not approve a system-wide tuition hike for UNC schools. Chuck Hawkins, senior associate vice chancellor for financial services, said the majority of the need for the UNC-system increase was due to the state of the economy. The ECU increase will be distributed to professor salaries, financial aid and improved advising programs. Hawkins said ECU's tuition still remains relatively low compared to other state schools in the nation, and the increase should not deter students from coming to the university." 

Here is the link to all of today's news articles:

http://www.bulletinnews.com/education/
