Today there are 6 newsclips related to higher education.

House GOP To Propose Shifting Federal Aid To Colleges With More Low-Income Students 
The New York Times (3/26, Winter) reports, "Following the Bush administration's lead, Republicans in the House say they will push to overhaul a financial aid system that often sends a disproportionate share of federal education money to wealthy universities with relatively few low-income students. For decades, hundreds of millions of federal aid dollars have been channeled to universities through a system that sets aside a minimum amount, typically called a base guarantee, to select institutions. Such set-asides do not stem from the number of low-income students at a given university, the Republicans contend. Instead, they show how successful each institution was at securing its share in the 1970's, when money for programs like work-study was meted out as much through artful negotiation as need. With many of the old guarantees still in place, Harvard, Princeton and Yale -- or any other member of the Ivy League, for that matter -- received 5 to 12 times the median amount per financial aid applicant given to the nation's colleges to run their low-interest loan programs in 2000-01, according to an analysis of federal data for more than 4,000 universities by The New York Times. The Ivy League universities were also given 5 to 8 times more than the median to pay their students in work-study jobs. And they received 5 to 20 times the median amount of grant money to look after the everyday needs of poor students, despite having some of the largest endowments in the nation. In his budget, President Bush described the aid distribution as inequitable and said the formulas should be revised. That call has been echoed by Representatives John A. Boehner of Ohio, chairman of the House Committee on Education and the Workforce, and Howard P. McKeon of California." So "in the coming weeks, Congressional staff members said, House Republicans will propose legislation to scale back the guarantees awarded to colleges." And "as the set-asides decrease and the money is parceled out according to where low-income students go to college, financial aid administrators expect a significant geographic shift. Southern and Western states, where student populations have grown in recent years, would almost certainly draw money from the educational stronghold in the Northeast. Beyond that, community colleges and for-profit universities, two kinds of institutions that have had growth spurts, would also draw money from public and private universities." 

DC Tuition Grant Threatened By Rising Costs 
The Washington Post (3/26, A1, Hsu and Strauss) reports in a front-page story, "The D.C. Tuition Assistance Grant, a unique federal initiative that allows city students to attend colleges and universities across the country at reduced rates, has opened up higher education to thousands, but rising costs now threaten to limit its reach, Mayor Anthony A. Williams testified yesterday at a congressional hearing." The Post continues, "The program, set to expire in 2005 unless Congress adopts a bill to extend it, has given 6,527 students grants totaling more than $63 million. Williams said more than half the recipients surveyed said they were the first members of their families to attend college. The number of participants has steadily increased, to about 5,000 in 2004, and rising tuition rates are expected to increase the annual funding needed from $17 million to $25.6 million. The program's advocates laid out their case yesterday before the House Government Reform Committee. The hearing room was packed with supporters, including teachers, counselors and 50 college-bound students from the Washington Math Science Technology Public Charter High School." The Post adds, "'Every other city has a state to pay the costs of higher education opportunities,' said the committee chairman, Rep. Thomas M. Davis III (R-Va.), who, along with Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-D.C.), introduced a bill to make the program permanent. 'This was just an attempt to level the playing field. I think it succeeded, and in my opinion, the program ought to be enhanced.' Williams said the number of D.C. high school graduates enrolling as freshmen in U.S. colleges rose from 1,750 in 1998 to 2,230 in 2002. The increase of more than 27 percent compared with average growth of 5 percent in states." 
Column Examines Anemic Relationship Between Howard And D.C. The Washington Post (3/26, Pearlstein, E1) reports, "There is a 137-year-old university in our midst that sits on 256 acres, has 10,000 students, including some of the brightest in the country, 2,000 faculty and staff, a $675 million budget, a trustee board packed with corporate heavy hitters and a loyal crew of distinguished local alumni. All of which poses a pair of questions: Why hasn't Howard University had a more visible role in the Washington area? And why hasn't Washington done more to nourish and champion it?" The Post continues, "As the nation's premiere black college for much of its existence, Howard has thought of itself as a national rather than local institution. During segregation, that meant being largely ignored by the city's white establishment while viewed as a bit elitist in less affluent black precincts. Later, when the early civil rights era gave way to riots, the deterioration of its immediate neighborhood and a black nationalist drift on campus, improving town-gown relations wasn't high on anyone's agenda. 'In those years, Howard was not very visible in the community or very involved with the private sector,' recalls Floretta McKenzie, an alumna, former D.C. schools superintendent and now vice chairman of Howard's Board of Trustees." The Post adds, "For its part, Washington has been so focused on its role as the national capital that only recently has it come to appreciate the role of universities in the life or economy of the city. But even given that blind spot, the degree to which Howard has been ignored by the white establishment stands out. And it largely remains true today, even as a renaissance has begun under President H. Patrick Swygert. It seems telling, for example, that it was Goldman Sachs, Merrill Lynch, Citigroup and J.P. Morgan that sponsored the trip to London last week for Howard's business honor students, but not any of Washington's new financial powerhouses." The Post continues, "To be fair, a number of major Washington players, including Marriott, Lockheed Martin, Boeing and Northrop Grumman, have established ongoing collaborations of one sort or another. And several of the deans I spoke with acknowledge that many companies have not been seriously approached. But the good news here is that Swygert and his team have now made rebuilding local bridges a top priority. In its immediate neighborhood, Howard has partnered with Fannie Mae to redevelop dozens of townhouses in the LeDroit Park neighborhood. Next up: a market-rate housing project with developers Trammell Crow and Michele Hagans. Howard will be the first local university to run a D.C. charter school -- a middle school specializing in math and science -- while working with the public schools to revamp its science and math curriculum. The question now: Is Washington is ready, and willing, to reciprocate?" 
Florida Senate Discusses Tuition Hikes 
The Palm Beach Post (3/26, Miller) reports, "State senators bemoaned another year of tuition increases for university students Thursday as they discussed a budget with hikes of 7.5 percent for undergraduate residents and up to 12.5 percent for out-of-state and grad students. The Senate's spending plan for higher education guarantees per-credit costs for Florida-resident university students would climb to $68.16. And that could increase if a university's board of trustees exercises its right in the bill to heap another 2.5 percent on its state-resident students." The Beach Post continues, "The higher education spending plan in the House also would increase all university tuition by 7.5 percent, and allow trustees to impose unlimited increases for graduate and out-of-state students. Community college tuition for Florida students would increase 7.5 percent under the House bill, and 5 percent under the Senate plan. But university and college officials weren't complaining -- because spending for higher education in the state budget proposals appears to be getting a boost." The Beach Post adds, "Gov. Jeb Bush has recommended lawmakers put $144 million more into state universities this year, with only half of it coming from the tuition increases. Another $105 million could go to community colleges next year." 
Maryland House Of Delegates Approves Tuition Measure For Illegal Immigrants 
The Washington Times /AP (3/26, Stuckey) reports, "The House of Delegates voted yesterday to provide in-state tuition rates to illegal immigrants, but only if they have graduated from Maryland high schools, can prove their family has paid state taxes and intend to become U.S. citizens. The bill was approved on an 88-53 roll call, 17 votes more than required for passage, after a long and sometimes contentious debate about whether the proposed law would condone illegal behavior or reward the hard work of young people who arrived in this country illegally through no fault of their own. The bill now goes to the Senate with 17 days left in the 2004 General Assembly session. The Democrat-controlled legislature passed similar legislation last year, but it was vetoed by Gov. Robert L. Ehrlich Jr., a Republican. If it is passed again and signed by the governor, students who are not citizens would be eligible for in-state tuition rates if they have attended public school in Maryland for at least three years." 

Hawaii Lawmakers Advance Bill Giving Hawaiians Half Or Full Tuition Waivers 
The Honolulu Star-Bulletin /AP (3/25, Dunford) reports, "Despite an ongoing federal racial discrimination investigation into a tuition waiver program for 20 needy native Hawaiians, state lawmakers are advancing a bill that would give all Hawaiians either half or full tuition waivers at the University of Hawaii. The Senate's Education and Judiciary committees approved and forwarded to the Ways and Means Committee this week a House-passed bill that would waive half the tuition for all Hawaiians and give a full waiver for those deemed financially needy." AP continues, "According to the bill, Hawaiians represent 25 percent of the students in Hawaii's public schools, but only 14 percent of UH students are of Hawaiian ancestry. Some 24 percent of Hawaiians enrolled at UH drop out within the first two years 'for reasons that include rising tuition,' the bill says. University officials urged deferral of the measure, pending an internal study into possible conflicts with recent federal court rulings on affirmative action and minority programs at colleges nationwide." AP adds, "The U.S. Department of Education's Office of Civil Rights has racial-discrimination investigations under way at UH, as well as at other colleges. UH officials say the federal investigation focuses on the Kahuewai Ola tuition waiver scholarship for 20 students at the Manoa campus. The program requires recipients to be of native Hawaiian ancestry." 

Virginia Governor Says Failure To Pass A Budget Threatens Higher Education 
The Washington Post (3/26, Shear) reports, "Virginia Gov. Mark R. Warner (D) warned a group of college students Thursday that the legislature's failure to pass a budget threatens to undermine the quality of the state's colleges and universities, which he said are suffering from years of under-investment. Warner's afternoon stop at Christopher Newport University was the latest in a series of campaign-like stops as the Democratic governor intensified his criticism of the Republican-controlled legislature for adjourning last week without having passed a two-year spending plan." Warner "was received warmly by the audience of about 125 students, faculty members and staff. But he also was dogged by two Republican House members who said that the question of higher taxes should be delayed and that the legislature should agree now on the House's spending plan without raising taxes on sales and incomes." 

Here is the link to all of today's news articles:

http://www.bulletinnews.com/education/
