Today there are 6 newsclips related to higher education.

Importance Of SAT Leads To Increase In Test Preparation 
The Palm Beach Post (3/28, Kalajian) reported, 'Because of fierce college competition, SAT scores have never been more important or more controversial. A few points more or less on the SAT's 1600-point scale can make the difference between the Ivy League and a less-prestigious school, or between UF and Florida Atlantic University. The SAT's purpose is to predict performance in college, and the College Board, the nonprofit group that administers the SAT nationwide, insists scores should be used as just one factor in deciding who gets in to what university. But at many schools the SAT is second in importance only to high school grade-point average. And competition to get in to Florida's 11 public universities is driving up average SAT scores to a range once considered unthinkable. At UF, for example, the average SAT score for an entering freshman in fall 2002 was 1265, a nearly 25-point increase in five years.' And 'as competition grows, so does the industry to prepare kids for the SAT.' 

Rising Tuition Costs Make College Unattainable For Growing Number Of Students 
The Miami Herald (3/27, Suarez) editorializes, "For the first time in a slew of years, no one in my family is running out to the mailbox as the blue postal truck turns the corner into the neighborhood. And thank goodness for that. It will be a long while before my seventh-grader, pounding heart at his throat, endless hope in his thoughts, receives a fat envelope of acceptance from his college of choice. While the rest of us are scrambling to file our income tax returns, high-school seniors across this great land await a letter that will change the next four years of their lives. Early spring, that special time of bloom and renewal, has long been the season of ebullience -- and disappointment -- for the young. It is especially so these days, as a record number of students, an estimated 16 million, knock on the doors of the future." The Herald continues, "At no other time in our history has a college education become so important. In an increasingly complex world, in a job market where technology, information and special skills dominate, a degree is a ticket to success, the door to prosperity and the American Dream. It is the great equalizer, and today's parents see a bachelor's degree as the equivalent of yesterday's high school diploma. In other words, a veritable necessity. Yet, higher education is becoming increasingly unaffordable. There is a college-cost crisis of enormous proportions, and no one -- except perhaps beleaguered middle-class parents and a few alarmed academics -- seems to be taking up the cause. At the rate we're going, the framed diploma on the office wall will become as much of a symbol of all-nighters as of a deep gulf between the haves and have-nots." 

Many Students Left With Little Recourse After Computer Training Schools Shut Down 
The Los Angeles Times / AP (3/28, Maguire) reports, "Hundreds of computer training schools that sprouted during the dot-com boom have now shut down, leaving frustrated students with big debts and little education. State regulatory oversight of the business is far too lax, while loans to attend such schools have been too easy to obtain -- a recipe for disaster, consumer advocates say." AP continues, "'Did I get my money's worth? Absolutely not,' said Christian Rinaldi, 33, of Lowell, Mass. Three years after obtaining a $6,000 loan to attend the Greater Lowell Computer Center for certification as a Web designer, Rinaldi is working as a courier and paying $150 a month for his student loan. The school closed without notice in November after losing a lawsuit brought by a disgruntled student. Rinaldi said he never got close to completing his courses." AP adds, " Like Massachusetts - whose attorney general received 73 complaints last year about computer training schools, up from eight the year before -- other states are also reporting trouble. About a fifth of Michigan's 100 computer schools closed in 2002, as did 10 of the 59 schools in Texas, according to the National Assn. of State Administrators and Supervisors of Private Schools, which surveyed members last year. Four of seven schools in Wisconsin closed. Only a quarter of the schools in 22 states surveyed gave notice before closing. Among the reasons cited were a poor economy, low enrollment, bankruptcy and state violations." AP concludes, "Consumer advocates say states need to get more aggressive in protecting the investments of employment-starved tech trainees, who tend to be unable to afford lawyers. Lawyers who sued subsidiaries of Sallie Mae, the nation's biggest educational loan provider, on behalf of a handful of former AmeriTrain students in Virginia say the loan giant has changed some of its policies. It no longer provides loans to unlicensed schools and won't provide full tuition to a school upfront for a series of courses, according to consumer attorney Tom Domonoske." 

Study Finds Grad Rates Unreliable Method For Judging Schools 
The Chronicle Of Higher Education (Weekly) (4/2, Burd) reports, "April found her calling during her sophomore year at Oklahoma State University. While taking a course in limnology, the science of lakes, ponds, and streams, she decided that she wanted to pursue a degree in marine biology. There was a hitch, though. Oklahoma State, almost a 10-hour drive away from any major body of water, did not offer a major in the subject. So, with the encouragement of a professor, April transferred to the University of Rhode Island, where she could take a 30-minute bike ride to the Atlantic Ocean whenever she pleased. At Rhode Island she excelled, graduating at the top of her class. A success story? For April, yes. But for the two universities involved, no -- at least not in the eyes of the federal government." The CHE continues, "Under U.S. Education Department regulations, Oklahoma State had to count April as a dropout in calculating its official graduation rate because she did not earn her degree there. She failed to show up in the University of Rhode Island's rate, however, because she had not begun her studies there. April is the invention of Clifford Adelman, a senior research analyst with the department, who likes to tell the story to illustrate a key point in a new report he has written: Graduation rates are an unreliable measure of a college's performance." The CHE adds, "In the study, Mr. Adelman analyzed the college transcripts of students who graduated from high school in 1992. What he found was that a growing number of students, like April, jump from one institution to another during their college years. For example, he discovered that one in five students who had earned a bachelor's degree received it from a four-year college other than the one in which they first enrolled. Under federal rules, those students would be counted as dropouts."

Possible Reallocation Of Federal Aid Funds Could Have Severe Impact On Maine's Colleges 
The Portland Press Herald (3/28, Wack) reports, "Amy Bickford, a USM senior enrolled in two of the three federal aid programs targeted for cuts, said she would be forced to take on more student loans if the school loses a major part of its financial aid funding. Maine's colleges and universities would lose 52 percent of their federal funding from three student-aid programs under a Bush administration proposal to reallocate the money more evenly across the country. If approved by Congress, the $8.2 million annual loss would represent a major setback for state officials who are trying to boost enrollment in higher education. Maine ranks 33rd in the nation in the percentage of high school seniors who enroll in college, despite the state's having one of the country's lowest high school dropout rates." The Herald continues, "Nationally, private institutions would suffer most from the reallocation of funds. But here the greatest impact would be felt inside the state university system. The university's seven campuses would see a 66 percent drop in federal funding - phased in over five years - for work-study jobs, Perkins loans and Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grants. Maine and other New England states would be hit hard by the reallocation because the region's colleges and universities now receive more aid per pupil than institutions in other parts of the country. The current system works against newer colleges, many of them in the South and West. For example, USM currently receives about four times as much funding per undergraduate as California State University-Monterey Bay." The Herald adds, "The process of revising the formula - part of the reauthorization of the 1965 Higher Education Act - is shaping up as a textbook battle between vying regional interests. The prize is the largest possible share of a $1.8 billion pool known as campus-based aid. The House seems more likely to approve a significant reallocation than the Senate. Just one of the relevant House committee's 49 members hails from New England, whereas the key Senate committee includes four members from this region, including its chairman, New Hampshire Sen. Judd Gregg. The regional bias in how funds are allocated has been around for decades. That's at least partly because senators from New England have long wielded heavy influence over spending on higher education. But there are now signs of change." 

Paige Issues Second Annual Report On 'Race-Neutral' Ways To Achieve Diversity 
The Washington Times (3/27, Archibald) reports, "Education Secretary Rod Paige yesterday issued a second annual report advising colleges and universities on 'race-neutral ways to achieve diversity' in admissions. Kenneth L. Marcus, the Education Department's acting civil rights chief, said the report is intended to help schools achieve diversity in constructive ways 'without falling back upon illegal quotas,' following the Supreme Court's decision last year in the University of Michigan affirmative action case. 'The focus on recruitment is just one significant indicator that colleges and universities have already begun adopting practices that could be considered 'race-neutral,'' the report said." The Times continues, "Apart from admissions policies and practices, the report offers a number of 'developmental approaches' to diversify student enrollments with more minority and ethnic applicants. The report emphasizes better academic preparedness of black and Hispanic students upon high school graduation and narrowing the 'achievement gap' between white and minority students under the No Child Left Behind school reform law. 'Diversifying the pool of students capable of succeeding in college is fundamentally a matter of elementary and secondary education reform. The most important recent approach to reform in this area is the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB).'" The Times adds, "The report said school choice options, such as charter schools and the Knowledge is Power Program academies in New York, Texas and the District 'are serving as a race-neutral pipeline to higher education for students who might not otherwise attend college.' 'A foundation for this success is not selection of students by the school administration, but self-selection by the applicant families themselves,' the report noted." 
The Associated Press (3/26) reports "The Bush administration on Friday issued expanded guidelines advising colleges on how they may create diversity on campus without explicitly factoring race in recruiting or admissions. The Education Department's 81-page guide of race-neutral school ideas doubles the scope of the government's initial report on the topic last March. The report underscores that ensuring racial diversity is a challenge not just for universities but also for public schools, which train millions of potential college students." AP continues, "The ideas, already being used in places across the country, include expanded Advanced Placement course offerings for poorer students, partnerships between colleges and low-performing schools and targeted college aid for students in low-income areas. The department's original guide came out just before the Supreme Court heard arguments on the use of race in admissions at the University of Michigan. The court's eventual ruling made clear colleges can select students based in part on race but may not use rigid racial quotas. The Bush administration, which opposes racial preferences, sided against Michigan in the case." Story found on websites of: Albuquerque Tribune, Raleigh News, Centre Daily Times, Biloxi Sun Herald, Wichita Eagle, Newsday, Los Angeles Times, Grand Forks Herald, Fort Wayne Journal Gazette, Fort Wayne News Sentinel, Bradenton Herald, San Luis Obispo Tribune, Wilkes Barre Weekender, Seattle Post Intelligencer, Duluth News Tribune, Kansas City Star, USA Today, Akron Beacon Journal, Miami Herald, Ann Arbor News.
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