Today there are 6 newsclips related to higher education.

USSA Rallies For Increased Spending On Higher Education The Chronicle Of Higher Education (3/31, Klein) reports, "Chanting and holding up banners proclaiming that 'Education Is a Right for All,' about 100 college students from around the country rallied on Capitol Hill on Tuesday in support of larger Pell Grants and increased federal spending on higher education. The rally was sponsored by the United States Student Association, the nation's largest student organization, as part of its efforts to challenge President Bush's higher-education budget for the 2005 fiscal year. The president's plan would provide little new money for most grants and programs." The CHE adds, "Aside from perennial disputes over budgetary matters, this session of Congress will be especially important for college students because lawmakers will vote to extend the Higher Education Act, which will shape policy over the next five years, said Rebecca J. Wasserman, the student association's national president. Ms. Wasserman urged lawmakers to support the association's goals for financing and for the Higher Education Act extension, a process known as reauthorization. 'We need champions,' she said. 'We need fighters.'" 

Kerry Proposes $4000 Tuition Tax Credit And Program For Recent Grads To Reduce Loan Debt 
The North County Times / AP (3/31, Hettna) reports, "On a fund-raising swing through Southern California, Democratic presidential candidate John Kerry offered a plan to help students afford college, winning cheers from a university crowd that included many who were surprisingly energized by the Massachusetts senator. In a wide-ranging speech at the University of California, San Diego, Kerry said he did not want recent graduates to forgo their ideal career in order to pay off student loans. Kerry proposed a $4,000 tuition tax credit and a program for recent graduates to reduce loan debt by teaching in inner city or rural schools. He also said the government would pay the full cost of in-state, four-year public colleges for any high school graduate who spends two years working with at-risk children and senior citizens." AP continues, "Kerry acknowledged that he, like President Bush, graduated around the same time from Yale University 'with very different visions.' He said Bush has presided over cuts in Pell grants and Perkins and Stafford loans." 

Drop In Maryland's Prepaid Program Attributed To Rising Tuition Costs 
The Baltimore Sun (3/30, Ambrose) reports, "New enrollment in Maryland's prepaid college tuition plan dropped by nearly 23 percent this year, and a plan official blames the decline on the rising cost of tuition contracts. For the four-month enrollment period that ended March 19, about 3,400 accounts were opened by those wanting to pay for tuition in advance to lock in prices. That's 1,000 fewer accounts than opened during last year's enrollment period and falls short of the plan's goal of adding 4,000 accounts during the sign-up period." The Sun continues, "'Affordability is becoming an issue,' said Joan E. Marshall, executive director of the College Savings Plans of Maryland, which administers the prepaid plan. 'We have gone through two years of roughly 25 percent price increases.' Tuition contract prices are based on a variety of assumptions, including investment returns and tuition increases at Maryland schools. Steep tuition increases in the past two years have forced plan officials to revise tuition assumptions and pushed up the price of contracts. For example, the lump-sum cost this year to prepay four years at a state university for a high school freshman was $32,563, a 27 percent increase over the year before. Such increases aren't unique to Maryland. Other states have been bumping up contract prices in response to skyrocketing tuition." The Sun adds, "Even though the Maryland plan failed to meet its goal during open enrollment, Marshall said, the plan could still end up with 4,000 new accounts by the end of its fiscal year in June. So far, the plan has opened 468 accounts outside the normal sign-up period this fiscal year, compared with 317 accounts for the year before, she said. Marshall said she is unaware of families shying away from the prepaid plan over deficit concerns. At the end of the last fiscal year in June, Maryland's plan had an 'actuarial deficit' of nearly $70 million, meaning based on projected value of assets and liabilities, the plan was short that amount in meeting future obligations." 

Parents Encouraged To Lock In Tuition Prices Today Through Prepaid Plans 
NBC5.com (3/30, Savage) reports, "One worry for almost every new parent is how to pay for university once a child hits 18. NBC5 financial analyst Terry Savage reported on Tuesday that parents can start the process of saving for their child's college tuition via the state's prepaid tuition plan, College Illinois. The plan lets parents lock in future semesters of college at an Illinois school -- at current tuition rates. While parents might not be able to plop down enough cash for up to eight semesters of school for their child, Savage reported that they can set up a payment program that will lock in those 8 semesters at today's prices." NBC5 adds, "Parents who want to take advantage of the current rates have to sign up by Wednesday, because that is when this year's enrollment period begins. It would cost $26,543 today to prepay eight semesters at an Illinois university. To make that a bit easier, parents can do it monthly for 10 years at $323 per month. Parents can also combine four semesters at a community college, with the final two years at a public university, for a much lower one-time payment of $17,007 - or $208 a month. When the College Illinois program started just six years ago, it took only about $14,900 to lock in eight semesters, Savage reported. That has jumped to $26,500 today. Even if parents can only afford payments for one or two semesters, once they are in the plan, they can always add more semesters at the current rates." 
California Community College Tuition Waiver Plan Criticized The Alameda Times Star (3/31, Maitre) reports, "Thousands of students who will be locked out of the state's four-year universities in the fall because of budget cuts may be taking comfort in the notion that they'll at least be offered free tuition at community colleges. But a number of voices in Sacramento are warning students not to get their hopes up yet. The free tuition idea -- part of a package of ideas the governor has proposed in an effort to tackle the state deficit -- is far from final, and, if some have their way, won't be offered at all." The Star continues, "The fee-waiver request has already met opposition in the Capitol, as well as from community college students who complain it's unfair. The Senate Budget and Fiscal Review Subcommittee on Education voted against it at a March 22 hearing, although the hearing was only the beginning of what will be lengthy debates before the state budget is completed in the summer. H.D. Palmer, a spokesman for the California Department of Finance, said the governor will continue to fight for his proposals." The Star adds, "The community college tuition waiver is one of the ways the governor has proposed preserving college access for thousands of students in the face of dwindling state resources for CSU and UC, which have historically offered a space to every qualified student. The state has warned CSU and UC that it won't be able to provide money next year for enrollment growth. The plan would save California$46 million, the governor estimated, because the state pays less to support community college students than it does for UC and CSU students." 

Paige Signs Agreement Pledging Cooperation Between DOE And HACU 
The Chronicle Of Higher Education (3/31, Broida) reports, "Education Secretary Roderick R. Paige signed an agreement on Tuesday pledging increased cooperation between the Department of Education and the Hispanic Association of Colleges and Universities, an event that took place at the group's annual Capitol Forum. The agreement, a 'memorandum of understanding,' was signed by Mr. Paige and Antonio R. Flores, president and chief executive of the association. The document, which is similar to agreements that the Education Department has signed with other interest groups, calls for, among other things, increasing employment and educational opportunities at the Department of Education for students and educators at the country's Hispanic colleges and universities." The CHE adds, "However, the agreement does not make any financial commitments to Hispanic colleges and does not mention issues under debate as Congress extends the Higher Education Act, the law that governs most federal student-aid programs. The association is seeking $175-million in support for undergraduate programs and $20-million for graduate education under Title V, the provision of the Higher Education Act that covers Hispanic-serving institutions, for the 2005 fiscal year. President Bush's proposed 2005 budget contains $95.9-million for Title V. Agreements like the one signed Tuesday are not binding and are generally considered gestures of good will or mutual concern for a common goal." 

Here is the link to all of today's news articles:

http://www.bulletinnews.com/education/
