Today there are 6 newsclips related to higher education.

New Hampshire Ed Official Urges Retargeting Of Perkins Act Education Daily (4/1, Hicks) reports, "A New Hampshire career education official suggested Tuesday that by enacting legislation aimed solely at funding community colleges, Congress could focus appropriations for the federal vocational education law on revamping current secondary programs. Contending that the role of two-year postsecondary institutions has changed greatly over the last decade, Virginia O'Brien Irwin, New Hampshire's head of career education, said the scope of the Carl D. Perkins Vocational and Technical Education Act should be narrowed if its emphasis is shifted to high school reform -- as the Bush administration has hinted." 

Report Suggests Latino College Attendance Rates Lowered By Lack Of Financial Aid Awareness 
Education Daily (4/1, Cardman) reports, "A lack of awareness of student aid among Latino parents and students is perpetuating the group's lower rate of college attendance, a new poll suggests. Almost two out of three Latino parents and four out of 10 Latino young adults could not name a single source of financial aid, whether scholarships, grants or loans -- far more than in the population at large, where about two out of every 10 parents and students couldn't identify aid sources, according to a report released yesterday by Sallie Mae." 

Lack Of Financial Aid Knowledge Keeping Hispanics Out Of College 
The San Diego Union Tribune /AP (3/31, Locke) reports, "Scant awareness of financial aid is creating a barrier between Hispanics and college, according to a new report. 'Their expectation is that college is too expensive and out of reach for them,' said Harry Pachon, president of the Tomas Rivera Policy Institute at the University of Southern California, which conducted the research. The result, he said, is that potential students are stranded on a 'paper frontier,' daunted by the sometimes confusing forms required to get student loans and grants. Three out of four Hispanic young adults surveyed who weren't in college said they would have been more likely to go if they'd known more about financial aid." AP continues, "The survey was conducted for The Sallie Mae Fund, a charitable organization funded by Sallie Mae, the nation's largest provider of student loans. Responding to the findings, fund officials said they will expand existing programs aimed at raising awareness about financial aid in the Hispanic community. Among other things, the fund is hosting 40 of its 135 'Paying for College' workshops in Spanish this year and will launch a 20-city bus tour targeting major Latino population centers."Also on websites of: Atlanta Journal Constitution, Fort Worth Star Telegram, Centre Daily Times, Miami Herald, Bradenton Herald, Fort Wayne News Sentinel, Wichita Eagle, New York Newsday, Seattle Post Intelligencer, Akron Beacon Journal, Kansas City Star, Biloxi Sun Herald, San Luis Obispo Tribune, San Jose Mercury News, The Ledger, Worcester Telegram, Wilmington Morning Star, Times Daily, Tuscaloosa News, 

HEA Reauthorization Anticipated 
Education Daily (4/1, Pappalardo) reports, "Congress will likely reinstate incentives aimed at rewarding colleges and universities for holding down student loan default rates when the Higher Education Act (HEA) is reauthorized, Education Department officials predicted yesterday." The topic "was introduced at a meeting Tuesday, when aid administrators said multiple or delayed disbursements injured low-income students and graduate students who counted on the larger sums to keep them solvent. Stroup soothed the crowd by saying that a draft of the House HEA reauthorization bill would reinstate the incentives. 'When authorization gets done you will get that fixed,' she predicted. The key question is when the House and Senate will finally reauthorize the HEA, a laborious process that Education Secretary Rod Paige suggested was apt to be slowed by election-year politics." 

Education Reform Group Launches Project To Stop Colleges From Using Race In Student Admissions 
The Agape (MS) Press (3/30, Brown) reports, "A higher education reform group has launched a new project to stop America's universities from discriminating against applicants on the basis of their skin color or ancestry. The National Association of Scholars is sending letters to public institutions in 20 U.S. states, requesting information on how they use race and ethnicity in their student admissions programs. The NAS letters ask schools whether targets or quotas have been set for various groups, and how group membership is determined for individual applicants." The Press continues, "The project is an effort to get schools to comply with a decision by the U.S. Supreme Court last year, which laid down new criteria as to when the use of race and ethnicity in student admissions is not permissible. While the high court's landmark ruling upheld the consideration of race as a factor in the admissions process, it also limited the kinds of admissions procedures state-funded schools can use to implement race. For instance, colleges and universities can no longer automatically grant points to students based on their ethnicity, but must review the candidates on a more individual basis. Still, according to NAS executive director Brad Wilson, it is not unusual for universities to make an 'end run' around laws prohibiting affirmative action point systems and similar admissions processes the courts have defined as discriminatory." The Press adds, "But the education reform advocate emphasizes that the Supreme Court's ruling did not give universities a blank check to discriminate, as some seem to think, if their policies are any indication. While Wilson feels most people tend to look upon secondary education as a good thing - 'the more education, the better' -- he finds it astonishing that 'it's the leadership in higher education that is now leading the charge in favor of discriminating on the basis of race. It's not just wrong; it is appalling,' he says." 

Most DC Students Leave The District To Attend College 
The Washington Post (4/1, Argetsinger, B1) reports, "Maurice Brown didn't see it coming. Not when his grandmother inexplicably ordered him to wear a suit to Eastern Senior High School yesterday morning. Not even when his music class was invaded by an odd creature in breeches and an oversized George Washington mask. It was only when the man standing next to the Founding Father mascot began to speak that it all made sense. 'We've been going around town delivering scholarships,' he explained -- full four-year tuition and room, board and all expenses paid at George Washington University, a total value of $180,000. And then: 'Is there a Maurice Brown here?'" The Post continues, "Now in its 15th year of giddy surprise announcements, the Stephen Joel Trachtenberg Scholarship Program is perhaps the most exuberant bid for community goodwill from the District's largest institution of higher education, providing full-ride scholarships to top students from the city's public schools. No other such grant program in the city is more generous, said Trachtenberg, GWU's president, for whom the scholarships were renamed a few ago. 'How better to demonstrate the university cared about the city than to try to be helpful to its children?' he said. Yet for all the hoopla, the announcement of 10 scholarship recipients at six schools yesterday underscored just how unusual it is for a student from the District to attend GWU -- or any other university in the District." The Post adds, "Only 27 percent of young D.C. residents who entered college in fall of 1998 did so at a District institution, the largest rate of collegiate 'out migration' for any U.S. state or territory, according to the most recent statistics available from the U.S. Department of Education. Despite the District's booming undergraduate population, only 7 percent of the traditional-aged freshmen in the city that fall were residents -- the lowest percentage of home-grown college students in the country. At GWU, 2.9 percent of undergraduates this year come from D.C. At Georgetown University, it's 2 percent. Educators say the District's academic diaspora is rooted in the unusual dynamics of a city where the vast majority of high school graduates come from low-income families and the one public campus -- the University of the District of Columbia, where enrollment shrank by more than half after budget cuts in the mid-1990s -- is dwarfed by a multitude of larger and more expensive private institutions." 

Here is the link to all of today's news articles:

http://www.bulletinnews.com/education/
