Today there are 6 newsclips related to higher education.

ED Officials Urge Greater Wariness Regarding Student Loan Fraud 
Education Daily (4/2, Pappalardo) reports, "Despite concerted efforts to monitor the integrity of federal student loan programs, controlling large and small fraud cases is an ever-present challenge to financial aid administrators, Education Department officials said Wednesday. Speaking at the department's federal student aid conference, agents from ED's Office of Inspector General (IG) warned that identity theft, crafty methods of manipulating data and the temptation to alter documents have placed aid administrators on "the front line of defense" against waste, fraud and abuse. "Your gut [feeling] is usually pretty accurate," IG Special Agent Mark Wardle told the assembled crowd of university administrators." 

Some Republicans Voice Concern Over Bush's $250 Million Job Training Plan For CCs 
The Chronicle Of Higher Education (4/2, Selingo) reports, "President Bush's plan to give $250-million in federal funds to community colleges for job training received a chilly reception on Thursday by some Republicans on a key Congressional panel, who voiced concerns that the plan was too costly and that the money would go to institutions focused too much on academics and not enough on job placement. Rep. Ralph Regula of Ohio, a Republican who is chairman of the House Appropriations subcommittee that helps set the budgets of the Education and Labor Departments, asked Bush-administration officials at a hearing how they would ensure that community colleges focused on technical skills in using the money." The CHE continues, "The program is scheduled to be run through the Labor Department and not the Education Department, which now administers many programs for two-year colleges. Emily Stover DeRocco, the Labor Department's assistant secretary for employment and training, told the subcommittee that one of the goals in putting the new program in the Labor Department was to 'bring community colleges back' into the fold of training students for technical careers. The Education Department's assistant secretary for postsecondary education, Sally L. Stroup, added that community colleges 'walk a fine line' between educating students for academic degrees and giving them a technical education. The colleges 'sometimes do want to be their four-year peers,' Ms. Stroup told the subcommittee. 'We are trying to change that image.'" The CHE adds, "In her opening comments to the panel, Ms. Stroup defended the administration's lean budget request for student aid in the 2005 fiscal year, which begins on October 1. Since Congress is poised this year to renew the Higher Education Act, the law that governs most federal student-aid programs, the administration wanted to see 'how programs will change before we decided to do things on our own,' she said. The other problem the administration faced in putting together its budget proposals for student aid, Ms. Stroup said, was that the Pell Grant program continues to face a shortfall, estimated at $3.7-billion in 2004-5." 

University Of Missouri Approves Tuition Increase As Report Finds Financial Aid Is Decreasing 
The St. Louis Post Dispatch (4/2, Thomson) reports, "The University of Missouri Board of Curators voted Thursday to raise tuition for the coming school year by 7.5 percent. At the same meeting, they heard a report that despite even larger tuition increases recently, the university has been spending less of its own money on undergraduate financial aid. Among the results of that situation: More higher-income and fewer lower-income students are attending. The university is meeting fewer of students' financial needs. Students are borrowing more to finance their education. Lower-income students are hurting more than others. These are some of the findings of the university's statistic-laden study of financial aid practices across its four campuses. It was presented Thursday to the curators meeting on the St. Louis campus. The financial aid study reached one main conclusion: If current trends continue, lower-income students will continue to be hard-pressed to come up with the money to attend." 

WTimes Urges Maryland To Reject Reduced Tuition For Illegal Residents 
The Washington Times (4/2) editorializes, "When it comes to the Maryland General Assembly, bad ideas never seem to go away -- they simply take a hiatus until they're revived. That's precisely what's happening with this year's incarnation of a bill being pushed by the Democratic leadership that would grant substantially lower in-state tuition rates for illegal immigrants. The House of Delegates voted 88-53 last week to pass H.B. 1171, an in-state tuition bill, with 85 Democrats and three Republicans voting in favor and 40 Republicans and 13 Democrats voting against. The bill is a bad idea for myriad reasons." But "there is something inherently wrong with denying a child from Annapolis, Baltimore or Prince George's County who is an American citizen the ability to attend a state university, while granting that privilege to someone living illegally in the United States." Still "some Democratic lawmakers, however, may be having second thoughts about their decision to support H.R. 1171. As The Washington Times reported last week, a survey paid for by Montgomery County Democrats found that most Marylanders oppose the in-state tuition measure. Asked about the survey, House Majority Leader Kumar Barve, one of the most liberal members of the legislature, sounded like a man thrown onto the defensive, protesting that, even though he supports in-state tuition for illegals, he still agrees with his constituents on a 'vast majority' of issues. Still, opponents of the bill have their work cut out for them. The 88 votes in favor of the bill in the House are two more than the minimum needed to override a veto by Gov. Robert Ehrlich, who vetoed similar legislation last year. Should the Senate decide, as expected, to pass its own in-state tuition bill in the final weeks of this year's session, another veto from Mr. Ehrlich would be in order." 

Ohio State Accused Of Failing To Follow Clery Act 
The Associated Press (4/1) reports, "A college security watchdog group has accused Ohio State University of breaking federal law by failing to adequately assist a student who said she was raped in a campus dormitory two years ago. Security on Campus Inc., a nonprofit organization that monitors safety at universities nationwide, has filed a complaint with the U.S. Department of Education accusing OSU of violating several provisions of the Jeanne Clery Act. The act, named after a 19-year-old Lehigh University student who was raped and murdered on campus in 1986, outlines procedures that colleges and universities must follow when crimes are reported on or near campus." AP continues, "The complaint says Ohio State broke the law by failing to properly advise the student who reported the rape of available options and support services. The complaint says no crime report was made until four months after the student reported the assault to police. Violation of the Clery Act can result in fines of up to $27,500 per violation and additional loss in federal education funds. It may be several months before the Department of Education reviews the complaint, said Daniel Carter, a spokesman for Security on Campus Inc., based in King of Prussia, Pa. Elizabeth Conlisk, a spokeswoman for OSU, declined comment other than to say she is confident the university follows the Clery Act guidelines 'in a very detailed way.'" 

Southern University Finds 541 Students Paid To Have Grades Altered 
The Washington Post (4/2, A3, Fears) reports, "The chancellor of the nation's largest historically black university said yesterday that 541 past and current students paid a worker in the registrar's office to alter their grades in a practice that dates back nine years. Southern University Chancellor Edward R. Jackson said the school, in Baton Rouge, La., could revoke the degrees of hundreds of former students whose grades were changed and expel others still attending classes." Southern "turned over part of its findings to East Baton Rouge Parish District Attorney Doug Moreau about a month ago. Moreau said in an interview that he expects to receive a completed report within days. Possible criminal charges include filing false public records, forgery, bribery and conspiracy, he said." 
The Associated Press (4/2) reports, "An investigation into a money-for-grades scandal at Southern University has implicated 541 current and former students and could lead to the revocation of some degrees, the school says. Chancellor Edward Jackson said Wednesday the scandal at the nation's largest historically black university dates to 1995 and involves both undergraduate and graduate students paying to have their grades changed. The scandal involved the alteration of computer records and paper documents." Jackson "said the scandal came to light in March 2003, when a student who had enrolled in a Southern graduate program presented credentials showing that she had earned a bachelor's degree from that department. The department had no record that the woman had ever graduated." 
The New Orleans Times-Picayune (4/2, Warner) reports, "As Southern University in Baton Rouge considers revoking the grades of some of the 541 students implicated in a grades-for-money scandal, university auditors are checking for irregularities at Southern University of New Orleans, where a former registrar accused of changing grades also worked. A spot check of records from Cleo Carroll's tenure as SUNO registrar didn't turn up problems, but auditors are 'going to look at the whole time frame in an abundance of caution,' Southern University System Vice President Ralph Slaughter said Thursday." The Picayune adds, "It wasn't clear how long the SUNO inquiry will take. Southern University in Baton Rouge Chancellor Edward Jackson called a Wednesday news conference to say an investigation has implicated 541 current and former students in connection with improper grade changes and that some may see credits or degrees revoked. Jackson said Southern University has started contacting the students who were implicated. Each person will have a chance for a hearing before a panel of administrators and faculty members." The Picayune continues, "Some students reportedly paid money to Carroll to gain his help in altering grades, Jackson said Thursday. Details of the alleged scheme weren't available, and Carroll couldn't be reached for comment. The Baton Rouge campus inquiry covered a period from 1995 until early 2003, when Carroll was fired, not including his service at SUNO from October 1997 to August 1999, Slaughter said. Carroll has held various roles at the Baton Rouge school since 1971. Evidence that includes computer changes traced to Carroll's personal code has been turned over to East Baton Rouge Parish District Attorney Doug Moreau, who has said criminal charges may be filed, according to news reports." 

Here is the link to all of today's news articles:

http://www.bulletinnews.com/education/
