Today there are 3 newsclips related to higher education.

Oregon Governor Kulongoski Promises To Make Higher Education A Top Priority 
The Miami Herald (4/5, Bolt) reports, "Gov. Ted Kulongoski, in a visit to Eugene again, pledged to stop decades of disinvestment in higher education and find a way to open the doors to a college education for all Oregonians. The governor also said Friday that the state's businesses might have to give up some of the tax breaks they gained from past ballot measures to pay for the programs needed to keep Oregon residents safe and prosperous. In a speech to the Eugene City Club, Kulongoski reiterated the promise he made in his State of the State address last month to make higher education a centerpiece of his governorship. He called for an end to budget cuts that have forced some of the steepest tuition increases in the state's history." The Herald adds, "'Our policy has been one of disinvestment in higher education rather than investment,' he said. 'Let me be blunt: This is a self-inflicted wound. Nobody wins and everybody loses -- our colleges and universities, our faculty, our students and, maybe most of all, our future.' Kulongoski has ordered a major restructuring of the higher education system. He appointed a new State Board of Higher Education and tapped former Gov. Neil Goldschmidt to lead it. They are moving quickly on the governor's charge to reduce administrative costs by downsizing the chancellor's office." 

Study Finds Hispanics Lack Information About Financial Aid For College 
The Wall Street Journal (4/6) reports, "More Hispanics would attend college if they had better information about their financial-aid options, according to a new study sponsored by student lender Sallie Mae. The study revealed that about 75% of young Hispanic adults who stopped at a high-school diploma may have attended college if they had more information about how to pay for it. Specifically, the majority of Hispanic families surveyed said they would benefit from financial-aid workshops and meetings with college counselors. In general, more parents prefer to learn about their options in Spanish while more students would like to get this information in English." 

USA Today Columnist Points To Good Work Of Southern University 
DeWayne Wickham writes in his column for USA Today (4/6), "This is the kind of thing that would make W.E.B. DuBois want to holler. Last week, Edward Jackson, chancellor of the Baton Rouge campus of the Southern University system, revealed a scandal of seismic proportions. An assistant registrar at the historically black school is believed to have altered the grades of 541 current and former students for money. So far, the school's investigation -- which began in March 2003 -- has uncovered more than 2,000 unauthorized grade changes dating back to 1995. A Louisiana prosecutor may file criminal charges in the case, and school officials say the university will revoke the degree of any student who graduated with tampered grades." DuBois "put great hope in the ability of college-educated blacks...to uplift the race." But "sadly, it seems at least 541 of the students who attended Southern University during the past nine years were motivated more by their own dishonesty than by DuBois' lofty thinking. Still, despite this image-tarnishing scandal, it must be acknowledged that the Southern University system has been a leader in educating some of this nation's brightest young black men and women. With an enrollment of more than 17,000 students, it is the country's largest historically black higher-education institution. It's easy to lose sight of the good Southern University is doing in the wake its current scandal -- but we shouldn't." 

Here is the link to all of today's news articles:

http://www.bulletinnews.com/education/
