Today there are 5 newsclips related to higher education.

Pittsburgh Beauty Academy Head Indicted For Not Returning Federal Financial Aid 
The Associated Press (4/6) reports, "The head of a beauty academy was indicted on a charge that he didn't return $83,000 in financial aid to the federal government for scores of students who had dropped out of the school. The indictment accuses Arthur Deconcillis, the head of the Pittsburgh Beauty Academy, of illegally keeping the financial aid money from the U.S. Department of Education for 68 students who dropped out over the past five years." 

Bush Proposes Time Limits On Pell Grants 
The Chronicle Of Higher Education (4/7, Selingo) reports, "President Bush on Tuesday proposed putting a time limit on how long students may use Pell Grants in order to free up money for a new program that would give low-income students $5,000 grants to study mathematics or science in college. Under the president's plan, parts of which he outlined in a speech at South Arkansas Community College, in El Dorado, Ark., about 20,000 students who are already eligible for a Pell Grant would receive an additional $5,000 annually to study math or science. The maximum Pell Grant is now worth $4,050, an amount that has not changed in two years." The CHE adds, "Half of the $100-million needed for the new program would come from private sources, and the federal government would provide the rest. Beyond assuring the crowd on Tuesday that the government would be able to get the private funds - 'We'll be able to raise that,' he said -- the president did not specify the sources of the private dollars. Nor did he mention how the federal government would pay for its share of the new grant program -- the time limit on Pell Grants." The CHE adds, "A statement released by the White House after the speech said the president would propose an eight-year time limit for students with Pell Grants pursuing four-year degrees, and a four-year limit on community-college students. Currently, there is no limit on the number of years an individual can receive a Pell Grant to pay for an undergraduate degree." 

Study Finds States' Funding Of Need- Based Aid Influences College Attendance Rates 
The Chronicle Of Higher Education (4/7, Hebel) reports, "How much money states provide their need-based aid programs plays a bigger role in influencing the college-going rates of high-school graduates than several other factors, including the cost of public-college tuition, state demographic trends, and state spending on elementary and secondary education, according to a study released by the Lumina Foundation for Education. A 38-page report on the study, "Expanding College Access: The Impact of State Finance Strategies,' recommends that states increase their spending on need-based aid to help improve college participation, especially among students from low-income families. To do so, the report promotes two strategies." The CHE adds, "States, it says, should consider adopting policies that more closely link state-aid awards with tuition so that grants increase as tuition does. Alternatively, the report suggests that state and federal officials develop a collaborative approach to awarding aid. The report recommends that states and the federal government create a joint need-based aid program, under which the maximum award in each state would equal the cost of average tuition at that state's public colleges." 

Southern Conference Addresses Issues Affecting HBCUs 
The Biloxi Sun Herald /AP (4/6) reports, "College administrators across the South are gathering at Alcorn State University this week for the National Leadership Institute on Multiculturalism at Historically Black Colleges and Universities. The conference began on Monday. University officials from Mississippi, Alabama, Florida, and Louisiana are attending the conference to discuss issues impacting historically black colleges and universities." AP continues, "On Monday, Alcorn State University president Clinton Bristow told those attending the conference that Southern states have made great strides toward implementing desegregation plans at their public colleges and universities. He said fostering diversity at historically black schools is important because students can learn much from those of different backgrounds. Students must also learn to be more tolerant of others to be competitive in a global society, Bristow said." 

Parents Urged To Be More Active In Pursuing Financial Aid The Wall Street Journal (4/7, D5, Kim) reports, "As teens receive their college-acceptance letters this spring, parents are fretting about the eye-popping jumps in tuition. But there's a good chance that those letters include financial-aid information -- and that's the literature to pore over. Tuition at four-year colleges jumped 14.1% at public schools and 6% at private universities for the 2003-2004 academic year, according to the College Board. But financial aid at least has been trying to keep pace. It increased $13 billion, or 15% (12% after adjusting for inflation), to a record $105 billion for the 2002-2003 academic year. Since you've got a few weeks before the May 1 deadline for responding to acceptance letters at most colleges, take the time to sift through the offers to make sure you're maximizing the amount of aid." And "if you find large discrepancies between offers, it's possible that the school offering your teen less money may be missing information. In that case, you may be able to improve your package by appealing your aid offer." Also "a handful of schools may even match other aid offers, usually from schools that the college considers to be its peers." 

Here is the link to all of today's news articles:

http://www.bulletinnews.com/education/
