Today there are 6 news clips related to higher education. 

Congress To Debate Changing Student Loan Program To Variable Interest Rates. The New York Times (4/9, Winter) reports, "If Congress changes the rules on college loans, taking away the opportunity for students to consolidate them at low fixed rates, the average graduate will have to pay an extra $3,115 to $5,484 in interest over the life of the loans, the Congressional Research Service has found. The report, which has not yet been released, addresses one of the more contentious questions facing Congress this year: How much of the burden of college debt should be shouldered by the government and how much by the students themselves? As debate over the reauthorization of the Higher Education Act gets under way, a fierce fight has sprung up over the answer. Currently, graduates can consolidate their loans and lock in low interest rates, some as low as 3.5 percent, for years to come. But when market rates rise above that fixed rate, the government is obliged to make up the difference, guaranteeing lenders a certain profit. So, the more students choose to consolidate, the more expensive a proposition it becomes for the federal government, especially when interest rates rise." So "some House Democrats have proposed legislation to change the program, hoping to eliminate the fixed rates for students and replace them with variable rates that would fluctuate as the market does. House Republicans say they will probably introduce similar legislation, also out of concern for what they call the program's ballooning costs." But "eliminating the option to lock in low interest rates will force students to pay more, supporters of the current program argue." Still "critics of the current program argue that its chief beneficiaries are working adults, capable of taking on the responsibility of paying back their loans, higher rates and all. Instead of subsidizing them by offering fixed rates, critics say, the government should be spending its money on people who are still students, struggling either to start or stay in college." 

Soldiers Warned Against Diploma Mills. The Army News Service (4/8, Motosicky) reported, "Expect to get promotion points for a college degree that requires no class work or tests? Think again, warn Department of Defense education specialists. A diploma mill is a college or university that operates primarily to make money, often offering college credit for life experiences rather than any formal education. Diploma mills prey on naïve people who are often too busy with families and careers to attend classes. The school isn't properly accredited and issues degrees without ensuring an education occurs. Diploma mills used to be the province of mail-order schools, but with the Internet, many more such schools are popping up. The best defense against diploma mills for Soldiers are Army Education Centers according to one Department of Defense official." And "Nancy B. Adams, an education services specialist at the Fort Belvoir, Va., Army Education Center, agrees that the education center should be a Soldier's first stop." The Army "will not recognize a degree from a non-accredited school, said Adams." So "soldiers who don't have access to an education center can go online to check a school's accreditation." 

Price Of Textbooks Continues To Increase. The Albuquerque Journal  (4/9, Callimachi) reports, "A study spearheaded by students in Oregon and California found that the cost of textbooks has skyrocketed because of the bundling of ancillary products like CD-ROMs. It also claims that publishers roll out new editions year after year, forcing students to buy new books although the content scarcely changes. Pat Schroeder, president of the Association of American Publishers and a former congresswoman, said the report was one-sided and flawed. Fifteen members of Congress have asked for an investigation into the pricing policies of U.S textbook publishers." AP continues, "The Government Accounting Office, which is the investigative arm of Congress, has given the request high priority, said Cornelia Ashby, the director of the office's education branch. The study was conducted by the California Student Public Interest Research Group, Oregon Student Public Interest Research Group and the OSPIRG Foundation. The groups conducted a survey of the most widely assigned books in the fall of 2003 at 10 public colleges in Oregon and California. According to the study, college students today spend about $900 on textbooks every year. On average, textbook publishers keep books on the shelf for 31/2 years before issuing a new one. More than half of faculty members surveyed said the new editions are 'rarely' to 'never' justified." 

Washington Community Colleges Raise Tuition. The Seattle Post-Intelligencer (4/9, Ellison) reports, "The price of attending the state's crowded community colleges -- the once-guaranteed gateway to higher education -- has gone up again. The State Board for Community and Technical Colleges yesterday raised tuition an average of about 7 percent for all of the state's 29 two-year colleges, effective this fall. That's on top of a 12 percent increase two years ago. The news came as a blow to students worried that they or their less-fortunate peers would be cut out of a college education just when a degree is more valuable and necessary than ever." In 2002, "fees were raised 12 percent, the biggest increase since 1994, and they went up another 7 percent last year. Now the state board has raised the cost again, in a way that places the brunt of the increase on full-time students. In the fall of 2002, the board directed colleges to stop charging a flat fee for a full-time load of up to 18 credits. The colleges began charging for each individual credit up to 18. The board set a fee of $63.05 per credit for credits 1-10, with a $6.10 charge per credit for credits 11-18. Next school year, those fees rise to $69.35 and $15.50. The board's action is meant to help mitigate a $47 million cut in state funding for the 2003 to 2005 school years." 

Georgia Lawmakers Agree On Plan To Save HOPE Scholarship. The Chronicle Of Higher Education (4/9, Selingo) reports, "After months of debate, Georgia lawmakers have agreed on a plan designed to save the popular merit-based HOPE Scholarship program from a projected $434-million deficit within the next four years. The proposal, which passed the state's General Assembly late Wednesday night, would set a tougher academic standard for students, freeze payments for student fees at this year's level, and establish a mechanism for cutting payments for books." The CHE adds, "Gov. Sonny Perdue, a Republican, is expected to sign the bill, even though it failed to include a provision that he wanted. That provision would have linked eligibility for the scholarship to SAT scores. In a written statement, the governor said the legislature had 'made great strides toward preserving the HOPE Scholarship for future generations.' The HOPE Scholarship was established in 1993 by Georgia's governor at the time, Zell Miller, a Democrat, and has been credited with keeping smart students from leaving the state to attend college." The CHE continues, "The program has also served as the model for more than a dozen other states that copied the idea in the 1990s, including the name in some cases. But with lottery revenues flat and public colleges in Georgia raising their prices more than state officials ever expected, the program's financial health began to decline in recent years. The cost of the program, for instance, increased by $100-million from 2000 to 2002, when its price tag ballooned to $360.7-million. As a result, the legislature appointed a special commission last year to study possible ways to salvage the program." 

WSJournal Says Colleges Must Address Black Athletes' Graduation Rates. The Wall Street Journal (4/9, A8) editorializes, "For years the excitement of March Madness has been offset by the glaring scandal it illuminates: the way universities make millions off athletes, notably black male basketball players, whom they fail to educate. Worse still, US Department of Education rules help schools hide this failure behind an asterisk. Under the rules, if fewer than three African-American players graduate, rather than listing the actual black graduation rate the school notes this unpleasant reality with an asterisk." The Journal adds, "The good news is that the NCAA is in the midst of a comprehensive effort to start holding the schools themselves as well as individual athletes accountable -- starting with the publication of its own, more accurate information on graduation rates." 

Here is the link to all of today's news articles:

http://www.bulletinnews.com/education/
