Today there are 6 newsclips related to higher education.

Kerry Points To High Cost Of College In Criticism Of Bush On Economy 
The AP (4/13, Glover) reports, "Democrat John Kerry is opening a concerted appeal to younger voters, using new figures his presidential campaign has gathered to show the soaring costs of a college education amid lagging incomes. ... The Massachusetts senator is releasing a 'misery index' suggesting that working families have been hammered by stagnant incomes at a time college and health insurance costs have soared. In his college swing, Kerry is expected to focus on the college cost issue, even while his campaign is broadening its economic criticism of Bush." The AP adds, "The study by his campaign said tuition costs at public colleges and universities have soared by 13 percent in the last three years, 'the largest increase on record' and reflecting the budget pressures facing cash-strapped states. Private-college costs have grown by 5 percent over the same stretch, it said. Much of the Democrats' criticism of President Bush is focused on job losses during his tenure, but Kerry's study argued that far broader and more ominous economic trends are at work. 'Less noted, but perhaps even more important,' it said, 'is the fact that middle-class families are increasingly being squeezed by the rising cost of health care, college tuition and gasoline at the same time that wages and incomes are stagnating and personal bankruptcies are at record levels.'" 

SAT To Include Timed Essay Section 
The Cincinnati Post (4/12, Harden) reported, "Some high school students are already sweating about the timed essay that will be added to the high-stakes Scholastic Aptitude Test college entrance exam next year. ... The new writing section of the SAT will include a 25-minute timed essay and multiple choice questions. It will change the possible perfect score from 1600 to 2400, by adding an 800 point writing score to the exam. The timed essay will be worth about one-ninth of the overall test score." The Post added, "The American College Testing exam also plans to introduce a new writing test next year, although it will be optional. More students in Ohio and Kentucky take the ACT college exam than the SAT, though thousands in both states take the SAT additionally or instead of the ACT. Regardless of which exam students take, many colleges already have decided they want to know how well students write. More than 200 colleges, including Miami University, Ohio State University, Ohio University and the University of Dayton, plan to require a writing test for students entering college in the fall of 2006." 
Kentucky, Ohio School Officials Say Students Are Well-Prepared For SAT Essay 
The Kentucky Post (4/12, Harden) reported, "Many teachers and counselors in Kentucky and Ohio think their students will be well prepared to take the new writing test. 'I think it's going to be a benefit for our students,' said English teacher Niki Locklear at Simon Kenton High School in Independence. 'We have stressed writing so much in our school for the past 13 years. We have developed a strong writing program in our school, and it has come about because of (the Kentucky Education Reform Act.) The 1990 KERA school reforms mandated a testing and accountability system that includes a writing portfolio from students." Ohio "requires students to be able to write persuasive essays, said Ken Keener, chairman of the English department at Archbishop Moeller High School in Kenwood. 'This is a normal part of our instruction,' Keener said. 'We mandate practice for this kind of essay for all of our juniors.' ... The new Ohio Graduation Test also includes similar essays in the spring of the sophomore year. 'In effect, then, the (state) sophomore writing test will be a preparation for the junior SAT test,' Keener said.'" 

Former Princeton U President Calls On Elite Colleges To Give Admissions Preferences To Poor 
The Washington Post (4/13, Argetsinger) reports, "When William G. Bowen began analyzing data about admissions at the nation's elite colleges nearly a decade ago, one thing seemed clear to him from the start: Despite their efforts to recruit students from all walks of life, those campuses were still overwhelmingly dominated by the children of wealthy families. In other words, as he would say later, they remained 'bastions of privilege.'" But "the former Princeton University president turned his attention elsewhere." Now "Bowen has returned to the issue of socioeconomic class. In a series of speeches this month at the University of Virginia, Bowen is calling upon selective colleges to open their doors to more students whose parents are poor or did not attend college by giving them the same extra consideration granted to minorities or children of alumni." And "in many ways, Bowen's philosophy jibes with views expressed recently by several higher education leaders -- notably the presidents of U-Va. and Harvard -- who have promised dramatic increases in financial aid for poor students. Bowen, though, argues that financial aid does not go far enough." Meanwhile "Bowen's latest study, written with research associate Martin A. Kurzweil, draws upon an expanded version of the database he used for his earlier works, including 'The Shape of the River,' which he wrote with former Harvard President Derek Bok. It includes application, enrollment and academic progress data on students in the 1995 entering class at 15 competitive private colleges and four leading state universities, including U-Va. In his speech last week, Bowen said that colleges have made great gains over the past generation in throwing open their doors to smart but impoverished students. Poor students are accepted into the top colleges at about the same rate as wealthy students with similar SATs, he noted. And once they enroll, they earn similar grades and graduate at about the same rate." But "few poor students get on the academic fast track, beginning in elementary school, that would lead them to apply to a top college, he said." So "by giving an edge in the admissions office to these kinds of applicants, Bowen said, elite universities would increase class diversity and send a strong message to underprivileged students." Now "Bowen's proposal has received a warm but cautious response from others in higher education." But "Terry W. Hartle, senior vice president for the American Council on Education, warned that colleges are rightly reluctant to admit 'academically underprepared' students into an environment where they might not be able to compete." Also "Lee Stetson, dean of admissions at the University of Pennsylvania, noted that many of the elite institutions have always been open to accepting more low-income students, as demonstrated in their 'need-blind' admissions policies. Still, he said, money could hinder many schools from actively seeking out more poor students." 

U Maryland To Guarantee Poorest Students May Graduate Debt Free 
The Washington Post (4/13, B2, Perlstein) reports, "With tuition due to rise again and high school seniors mulling over acceptance letters, the University of Maryland announced a program yesterday to guarantee that students who can least afford the college will graduate debt-free. The Maryland Pathways program, which will begin in the fall for incoming freshmen, follows similar initiatives introduced recently by the University of Virginia and University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, designed to reduce the ever-increasing debt load of college graduates and draw a broader student population. ... Twelve percent of this fall's incoming freshman class -- and successive incoming freshman classes -- is expected to benefit. Under the program, about 200 Maryland residents in the Class of 2008 whose families are at or below the federal poverty level will receive grants and part-time campus jobs that will effectively leave them with no debt upon graduation -- compared with the $13,000 to $17,000 the average student now shoulders when leaving. The current federal poverty level for a family of four is $18,850." 

Affirmative Action Case Has Little Effect On Look Of Incoming University Classes 
The New York Times (4/13, Winter) reports, "Two of the major universities that were forced by the Supreme Court to abandon affirmative action policies that awarded extra points to minority applicants have experienced only slight declines in the racial diversity of the students they admitted for the fall. To maintain those levels, however, the universities spent far more on admissions than before. At the University of Michigan, the focal point of the court's decision, black, Latino and American Indian students accounted for 10 percent of this year's accepted students, a decrease of one percentage point from 2003. Yet Michigan spent $1.8 million more to evaluate applicants this year, a 40 percent increase. At Ohio State University, the same racial groups, often referred to as underrepresented minorities, make up 10 percent of this year's admitted class, compared with 12 percent the year before. And at a third campus that scrapped its point system, the University of Massachusetts at Amherst, the percentage of black, Latino and American Indian students who were accepted remained about 7 percent." And "while the universities were still permitted to consider race in admissions, they had to retool their practices and in some cases bring aboard dozens of extra counselors to read applications. For Michigan, the expense came at a time when extra money is scarce. The university says it lost 10 percent of its state money this year and made about $37 million in cuts that included laying off staff members, increasing class sizes and cutting back on faculty. University officials defended the expense on admissions, saying that no single mission was more important than admissions, and that the extra sets of eyes were needed to conduct the kind of 'individualized consideration' of all factors, including race, that the court approved. Opponents of affirmative action questioned how the universities could have adhered to the ruling and still experienced such consistency from one year to the next." The universities "dismissed those accusations, contending that the only target they set was assembling the best class possible." 
Michigan Canvassers Rescind Earlier Approval Of Michigan Civil Rights Initiative Petitions 
The Detroit Free Press (4/13, Bell) reports, "A state elections panel, responding to a court order issued last month, Monday withdrew its approval of petitions aimed at seeking voter approval of a Constitutional amendment to ban the use of race in government hiring, contracting and university admissions in Michigan. The effect of the recision by the Board of State Canvassers on the petition drive underway by the Michigan Civil Rights Initiative is unclear. Jennifer Gratz, one of the plaintiffs in the affirmative action lawsuit against the University of Michigan and a leader in the petition drive, said it would have no effect." The board "reversed an action it took in December to approve the form of petitions being circulated by MCRI." 

Texas A & M Seeks To Recruit Minorities Without Affirmative Action 
The Fort Worth Star-Telegram (4/13, McGee) reports, "Texas A&M University President Robert Gates stood before a group of high school students Monday and tried to persuade them to attend his university. A&M is one of the best public universities in the country, according to U.S. News and World Report -- but, in this case, it's a tough sell. His audience at Skyline High School was mostly minority students who have been accepted to A&M. Most minorities who are accepted to the university in College Station choose not to attend because they are offered more financial aid by out-of-state colleges, said A&M spokeswoman Cindy Lawson. Gates is trying to reverse the trend and prove that affirmative action isn't needed to boost minority enrollment." Gates "is personally involved in the effort to recruit more minority students to his 85 percent-Anglo university." 
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