Today there are 11 newsclips related to higher education.

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS ANNOUNCED FOR MAY 3-5 TECH & STANDARDS CONFERENCE

FROM HIGHER EDUCATION WASHINGTON NEWSLETTER (HEWI)

Keynote speakers for the 1st Annual Conference on Technology and Standards have been announced.  They include: Terry Shaw, COO of Federal Student Aid at the Department of Education; Dr. Brian Fitzgerald, staff director to the Advisory

Committee on Student Financial Assistance; and John Wookey, senior vice president of Application Development at Oracle Corporation.  The conference, offered by the Postsecondary Electronic Standards Council, Consumer Bankers Association,

Education Finance Council, and the National Council on Higher Education Loan Programs, is being held May 3-5 in the Washington D.C. metro area.  For more information, including how to register, visit www.pesc.org 

Michigan Universities Consider Tuition Changes To Spur Quicker Graduation 
The Detroit News (4/14, Feighan) reports, "As five and six-year graduation rates are increasingly becoming the norm for many college students, more schools are trying to light a fire under slow-moving students with tuition policies that give full-time students a break. At least five Michigan universities now have some variation of a flat or block rate tuition plan for full-time students, and at least one more is considering it. The tuition plan charges students a flat rate if they take 12 or 16 credit hours a semester, while part-time students continue to pay per credit hour. University officials say it encourages students to carry heavier course loads, which in turn speeds up graduation rates and opens up space and resources for new students. Students have mixed emotions. Some say they like paying the same rate for five classes as they would for four. Others, who take the minimum number of hours to be considered full time (typically 12 credits or four classes), say they shouldn't pay for courses they're not taking and shouldn't be forced to hurry and graduate. Part-time students are not affected by the tuition plan and continue to pay per credit hour." But "proponents of the rate system say the longer students stay in college, the more money they waste paying fees and the more things they miss out on, including jobs." 

tudy Finds Scholarship Program Improves Students' Odds Of Attending College 
The Chronicle of Higher Education (4/14, Glenn) reports, "A privately financed scholarship program in Washington State strongly improves students' odds of attending college, two researchers announced on Monday at the annual meeting of the American Educational Research Association. The researchers said that their study of the program suggests that need-based programs could be more effective at raising college-going rates than merit-based grants such as Georgia's HOPE Scholarships. 'There's often a serious gap between low-income students' educational aspirations and what they actually expect to accomplish,' said Edward P. St. John, a professor of education at Indiana University at Bloomington. 'That gap was significantly reduced by the financial guarantees offered here.' The study concerns the Washington State Achievers Program, a three-year-old project that is financed by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and administered by the Washington Education Foundation. The program offers college scholarships to students in 16 public high schools located in low-income neighborhoods. Students apply for and secure the grants during the 11th grade, and then receive special college-preparatory assistance during 12th grade. They may apply for tuition grants of up to $4,000 to attend a community college, $6,500 to attend a public four-year college, or $9,000 to attend a private four-year college. In order to receive the grants, students must enroll at an institution in Washington. The grants are renewable for up to five years, provided that the student is making satisfactory progress. Any other scholarships the students receive are deducted from their Achievers grants." And "the Washington program and a similar project in Indiana, known as the Twenty-First Century Scholars Program, offer what is known as 'comprehensive encouragement' -- that is, they provide both guaranteed tuition assistance and TRIO-style college-readiness coaching. Mr. St. John contrasted such programs with merit-aid programs like Georgia's HOPE Scholarships, which provide tuition assistance to all students who maintain a certain grade-point average, no matter how high their family income. Mr. St. John said that such programs have increased low-income students' college-enrollment rates, but have also encouraged many low-income students with lower grades to drop out of high school." 

529 College Savings Plans Under Study By SEC And NASD The Washington Post (4/14, E1, Masters) reports, "State-sponsored 529 college savings plans, named for the federal tax code section that created them, are one of the fastest-growing investment options in the country. They allow parents, grandparents -- almost anyone -- to set up a plan on behalf of a student. Unlike many investments, all the gains over time and withdrawals are free from federal taxes. Twenty-two states, including Maryland and Virginia, and the District also give tax deductions to residents who put money into their own state's plan. Popular with parents concerned about skyrocketing tuition bills and financial services companies trying to lure investors back into an uncertain stock market, these plans have exploded over the past few years. Total assets grew from $10 billion in 2001 to $36 billion at the end of 2003 and are expected to triple again by the end of 2006. But 529 plans are also one of most lightly regulated investment vehicles. The federal Securities and Exchange Commission, which lays down elaborate rules for mutual funds, has almost no jurisdiction over 529 plans because they are state-sponsored. Most plans have short track records and are under no obligation to standardize their materials in a way that makes it easy for investors to comparison-shop. Now there is growing concern that many plan participants are being sold a bill of goods, either by plan managers who charge high fees that wipe out the tax benefits or by unscrupulous brokers who steer clients to plans that maximize broker commissions rather than investor savings." Now "SEC Chairman William H. Donaldson announced in March that he was setting up a special task force to look at whether college savings plan investors were being told enough about the fees and returns on investment. In addition, NASD, the industry group that disciplines brokers, is investigating the six largest sellers of 529 plans to determine whether they are pushing clients into unsuitable investment options." 
High Schools Gear Up For Introduction Of New SAT I 
The Houston Chronicle (4/14, Achen) reports high school guidance counselors are "getting ready to advise students about how to prepare for the revamped SAT I. That task is cause for some anxiety among some educators." But the Princeton Review says the "new exam is nothing to fear. The $104.5 million company has been touring the country, providing educators with free seminars about how to prepare students for the test and promoting its classes, books and tutoring packages. It gave 25 Kingwood-area educators a three-hour seminar about the exam during a breakfast it sponsored last week." Princeton Review Vice President Joel Rubin told them, "It's recycled, repackaged, remarketed and reformulated, but there is nothing new about the SAT." The new test "will include a 25-minute essay, short reading passages of 100 words or fewer, multiple-choice grammar questions, Algebra II questions and more math problems. It will omit analogies in the verbal section and quantitative comparison questions in the math section. A new grading scale accompanies the changes. Acing the exam now requires a score of 2400 instead of 1600." The key change is "the inclusion of the essay. It is intended to measure a student's persuasive-writing ability and to send the message that writing is a skill that college demands, College Board officials say." 

Program For Placing Poor Students In Elite Colleges Shows Success 
The Washington Post (4/14, Mathews) reports, "In the fall of 2002, Laura Torres was a senior at Roosevelt High School in East Los Angeles. Like most students at that overcrowded and almost entirely Hispanic school, her family did not have enough money to send her away to the university. Her grades and test scores were good, but she did not live in Beverly Hills. People in her neighborhood rarely even thought about going to one of those schools near the top of the U.S. News and World Report list. But the college counselor at Roosevelt, knowing how energetic and determined Torres was, passed her name on to something called the Posse Foundation. As a result, Torres is completing her freshman year at one of the most demanding, selective and expensive four-year institutions in the country, Grinnell College in Iowa, and doing just fine. Such stories are relatively common in American education. Well-known colleges frequently take chances on low-income students who are the first in their families to try to get a bachelor's degree. But there is something very different about the Posse Foundation, and Torres' life at Grinnell." And "there are now 534 Posse students at 19 American campuses. Their predecessors have a college graduation rate more than twice the national average for such students, suggesting that this may be a solution for what is one of the saddest, and least reported, stories in education today." Now "the founder and president of the Posse Foundation, Deborah Bial, was a 23-year-old English literature graduate of Brandeis University when she stumbled upon this problem in 1989. She was helping with a youth program in New York City and met several promising inner city young people who had left college short of graduation. When she asked them why, one answer intrigued her: 'I'd never have dropped out if I had my posse.' That moment of inspiration, and Bial's skill at persuading big foundations and other donors to finance her solution to this waste of talent, is the reason Torres is at Grinnell. She and the other 11 Posse members in Grinnell's class of 2007 were selected after a series of fall workshops and interviews that looked for leadership potential, particularly speaking and other communication skills, among students whose academic records or family incomes would have made that bucolic campus unattainable." So "there are 19 colleges accepting annual groups of 10 to 12 students each under the Posse program from four metropolitan areas, New York, Chicago, Boston and Los Angeles. The Washington area will start a Posse program this fall with a $1 million grant from the Sallie Mae Fund." 
Kerry Promises Aid For Tuition In Exchange For Public Service 
The Associated Press (4/14) reports, "Providence, R.I. -- Democratic presidential candidate John Kerry on Tuesday touted his plans to help students pay for college as he warned that 'a promise broken' by President Bush had denied higher education to thousands of Americans. 'People have actually been denied access to the college of their choice,' Kerry said. The Massachusetts senator met with students and officials at the University of Rhode Island to hear tales of their struggle with tuition costs that have soared recently. He said he would offer a $4,000 tuition tax credit and would pay for college for those who agreed to public service as part of his effort to broaden access to higher education." 
Kerry Blames Bush For Rising College Costs. The Washington Post (4/14, Balz) reports John F. Kerry "criticized President Bush on two fronts Tuesday, accusing the president of mismanaging the war in Iraq and the war on terrorism and charging that the administration's domestic policies have put the cost of college out of reach for many young Americans." Kerry was "on his second stop of a week-long tour of college campuses, where he is highlighting differences with Bush on domestic and economic issues. One of Tuesday's main themes was the cost of college education, which Kerry said has soared in part because the weak economy sapped state budgets, forcing sharp tuition increases." Kerry "blamed the administration for breaking a campaign promise to provide more money for college support. 'President Bush and his administration have done everything but live up to that promise and that reality,' he said." 
Kerry Seeks To Pique College Students' Interest In Politics. The New York Times (4/14, Halbfinger) reports Kerry "was doing his best to channel John F. Kennedy again, denouncing apathy and trying to get young people excited about politics and public service." Speaking to "a forum of college students on Tuesday morning in Providence, Rhode Island," Kerry said, "So many young people don't believe in politics anymore. They don't believe in political leaders; they don't believe in the system." The Times adds Kerry "has been giving speeches like this his whole life. In January 1972, only a few years out of college himself but after two tours in Vietnam, he urged Dartmouth students to ignore talk of revolution and 'get into politics and make the system work.' But now he is counting on winning big among the young in November, and he is seeking to mobilize students the way he says Kennedy inspired his own generation." 

Job Training Being Redefined By Bush Administration 
The Ithaca Journal /Gannett News Service (4/10, Tumulty) reported, "President Bush says job training is the antidote to unemployment and a rapidly changing economy, but his administration's financial commitment to that training is subject to interpretation. Administration officials, for example, say funding for job training and employment services would increase by $514 million under the president's proposed 2005 budget. But that calculation is based on a different definition of job training than the one the administration used last year. Without that change -- some spending on Pell grants for college students is now counted as job training -- the 2005 budget would show a small decrease in job-training money." Bush "also is promoting a new $250 million Labor Department initiative to pay for job training at community colleges. But that initiative doesn't count significant changes to the Perkins grant program administered by the Education Department. Community colleges estimate those changes could eliminate about $425 million in federal aid. ... 'This is just absolutely a half-baked proposal that was put on the White House Web page in very sketchy form,' said David Baime, vice president for government relations at the American Association of Community Colleges." A senior Education Department official "indicated Thursday the criticism is a result of a misunderstanding. Many community colleges will continue participating in the Perkins program once they understand the new focus on developing partnerships with high schools, according to Susan Sclafani, assistant secretary of education for vocational and adult education." 

Star Students Finding It Increasingly Difficult To Land Acceptance To Top Colleges 
The Washington Post (4/12, Mathews) reports, "Throughout the country, many high school seniors and their parents are coping with another wave of the unpleasant surprises that have become a part of the college application ritual. Record numbers of students -- about 2 million this year and expected to go higher -- are applying to colleges, while the number of available spaces at the most sought-after undergraduate institutions has stayed pretty much the same. 'The fact is that there are so many more kids in the pipeline,' said David Hawkins, director of public policy for the National Association for College Admission Counseling. Students' decision to apply to more colleges now to make sure they get in somewhere only adds to the problem, he said. Hawkins said he expects no relief from the growing admission crush until about 2011, and perhaps not that soon." The Post adds, "Diane E. Epstein, a private college counselor in Bethesda, said she tries to ease the angst of growing numbers of April rejections by reminding applicants that fewer than 100 of the 2,400 four-year undergraduate colleges 'are creating the frenzy. The rest accept most of their applicants.' This year's high school seniors were aware of the difficulties encountered by last year's graduates, she said, and searched harder for good schools with higher acceptance rates. Parents are slower to adjust, many guidance counselors said." 

Students Increasingly Told To "Slow Down" On Studies At Universities 
Sara Rimer wrote in a "Week in Review" column in the New York Times (4/11), "You can't blame the undergraduates at the nation's most selective colleges for feeling confused. ... Following the advice of school guidance counselors, college admissions consultants and parents, they worked relentlessly to amass all the right academic and extracurricular credentials. Now they are at their prestigious colleges, and increasingly they are told to relax and enjoy their educations. Colleges today are preaching the value of 'balance,' 'unstructured time' and 'learning for learning's sake.'" But "what is a student, trained to be hyper-efficient and overachieving, to do? The 'slow down' movement on campuses reveals the many mixed messages sent out to students. Universities tout their exclusivity, their low admissions rates, and scour the country for the most desirable students. Then, the newest freshman class of academic superstars -- who also happen to be prize-winning scientists, professional-caliber musicians, athletes, leaders and do-gooders -- arrive on campus and are promptly told to cool it (but still get high grades to get into good graduate schools)." 

Rankings Of US Universities Should Be Taken With Grain Of Salt, Says Professor 
Austan Goolsbee, a professor of economics at the University of Chicago Graduate School of Business, writes in the New York Times (4/12) that the release this month of the U.S. News & World Report's annual ratings of the nation's graduate schools "has an undeniably huge impact. Applications typically soar at universities that get top marks; some state governments even use the rankings to help them decide how much money to give to their universities. Critics argue that rankings like these try to quantify the unquantifiable -- that variables used to measure quality are often flawed and incomplete." But "the often overlooked, and perhaps more troubling, problem is that the average person who uses these rankings may not understand basic statistics. If he did, he would know that even if all the right variables were included, once he got past the top spots, the distinctions between schools (or restaurants or places to retire) are often meaningless." Goolsbee adds, "For the large mass of schools that rate in the middle of lists like U.S. News & World Report's, rankings are extremely sensitive to small blips. Any criteria included in a survey, like undergraduate grade point average or percentage of applicants accepted, will have random variations over time. ... If possible, whether you're interested in schools or restaurants, look at the last several surveys, instead of just the most recent one, since random blips tend to average out over time." 

Here is the link to all of today's news articles:

http://www.bulletinnews.com/education/
