Today there are 4 newsclips related to higher education.

College-Bound Students Face Choice On SATs 
The Washington Post (4/20, A7, Strauss) reports, "As if the college admissions process weren't nerve-racking enough, the high school Class of 2006 will have the unique opportunity to carry an additional burden: deciding whether to take the current version of the SAT, the new one being introduced next year -- or both. The 'new SAT' makes its debut in March, revised with tougher reading and math questions and, for the first time, an essay question. The existing test, which became so controversial that University of California leaders said they no longer would use it as an admissions tool, will become obsolete." The Post adds, "It might, therefore, seem axiomatic that this year's 10th-graders would hold off until spring of their junior year to take the new test, and forget about the current version. But many, eager to get a jump on college admissions by taking the SAT early, say the decision isn't so simple. ... For one thing, high school counselors are giving varied opinions to students. ... Test preparation companies are also doling out conflicting advice, and there is no unanimity among colleges and universities either." The Post notes, "The University of California and the University of Chicago, for example, will take scores only from the new version, starting with students entering in the fall of 2006, as will the University of Virginia. ... But Stanford University, Washington University in St. Louis and the University of Denver, among other schools, plan to accept a student's highest individual verbal score and math score from either the old SAT, the new SAT or a combination of the two exams." 

Increase Seen In Number Of African-Americans Graduating In Engineering 
USA Today (4/20, Yoo) reports, "The percentage of black college graduates majoring in engineering fields has increased from less than 2% to more than 12% in the past 30 years, a U.S. Department of Education report says. The study compares transcript data of 22,000 to 30,000 students from each of three high school graduating classes -- 1972, 1982 and 1992. Blacks are the only ethnic group with a sustained increase in engineering majors, from 1.7% of the class of 1972 to 6.1% in the class of 1982 to 12.6% in 1992. By comparison, 4.4% of Latinos in the class of 1972 went into engineering; that increased to 10.7% of the class of 1982 but dropped to 7.5% for 1992. Among Asians, 10.1% in the class of 1972 majored in engineering; that doubled to 20.2% in 1982 but dropped back to 10.8% for 1992. Engineering fields include architecture and electrical, civil, mechanical, chemical and computer engineering, along with related subfields. From 1991 to 2000, the number of U.S. bachelor's degrees in engineering fell from 62,186 to 59,445." USA adds, "Report author Clifford Adelman of the U.S. Department of Education touts the importance of active recruiting and credits groups such as the National Action Council for Minorities in Engineering for attracting and preparing minorities for engineering fields. The study found that 70% of black engineers from the high school class of 1992 took either pre-calculus or calculus in high school. Seven of eight black students who had strong involvement in math and science courses and activities in high school went on to get engineering degrees -- a 'staggering' figure, Adelman says." 

Medical Schools Received 45% Of Federal Collegiate R&D Funds In '02 
The Wall Street Journal (4/20, Rundle) reports, "Medical schools received 45% of the federal research and development funds that went to institutions of higher learning in fiscal year 2002, according to a new study that could fuel debate over what some critics see as the government's lopsided support for human-health research. The nation's 126 medical schools received $9.6 billion of the $21.4 billion in research funds given to universities and colleges in 2002, according to the study prepared by Rand Corp., a think tank in Santa Monica, Calif. ... 'We suspected that a significant portion of university funds were going to medical schools, but now we have documented it,' said Donna Fossum, a senior policy analyst at Rand and lead author of the 189-page report. 'What surprised me was that close to half of the funds are going to a handful of units' -- medical schools -- among the more than 1,800 campuses of universities and other degree-granting institutions in the U.S." The Journal adds, "Two-thirds of the money for universities was provided by the Department of Health and Human Services, the study found. In recent years, Congress has granted big increases to the agency, along with the National Institutes of Health. At the same time, competing agencies, notably the National Science Foundation, have struggled for money. ... Many of the report's findings confirm earlier studies of government spending patterns, but the specifics about medical-school support break some new ground. ... Dr. Fossum said she hoped the report could help decision makers determine whether federal research and development spending for higher education 'is consistent with national priorities.'" 

Immigrant Students Rally In Support Of DREAM Act To Allow Them To Attend US Colleges 
US Newswire relates from a press release by Center for Community Change that on April 20th at 10:45 a.m. at the west side of the U.S. Capitol, "Immigrant students from around the country -- many facing deportation -- will participate with Senators and Hispanic Caucus members in a mock graduation ceremony and given mock diplomas signed by Senators (Orrin) Hatch, (Richard) Lugar, and (Richard) Durbin. These high school students, often barred from higher education and left with few options, will dress in caps and gowns and join congressional supporters to push for the passage of the DREAM Act, legislation that would allow qualified immigrant students to attend college and provide a pathway to legalization." USNewsire adds, "The rally will be followed by a march to the U.S. Department of Education to deliver 65,000 petitions to Education Secretary Rodney Paige for President Bush. Each petition represents one undocumented immigrant student who will graduate from a U.S. high school this year and unable to pursue higher education." DREAM, which has strong bipartisan support, is being debated during a year when Hispanic voters are particularly strategic in the presidential elections. ... The bill, co-sponsored by Senators Orrin Hatch (R-Utah) and Richard Durbin (D-Ill.), is being held up by Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist (R-Tenn.) but supporters -- including scores of students traveling here from Tennessee -- hope to pressure for a vote this year. The event is being sponsored by the United We Dream Campaign and the Center for Community Change." 

Here is the link to all of today's news articles:
http://www.bulletinnews.com/education/

