Today there are 4 newsclips related to higher education.

Class Of 2006 Frets Over Introduction Of New SAT 

The Philadelphia Inquirer (4/20, Lubrano) reports, "Being a teenager has just gotten tougher: They're messing with The Test. Taking the SAT college-entrance exam, which is already freighted with portent and pressure, will require students to write an essay beginning next year. Today's high school sophomores -- the graduating class of 2006 -- will be the first to take the new SAT next spring." Pennsylvania high school sophomore Monique Washington said, "It kind of feels like we're the experiment. It scares me a little bit. I guess we're setting the new standard." Along with the essay, the "retooled test will include more reading comprehension, a multiple-choice section on grammar, and more advanced math." While the new test is "nearly a year away, it's been the topic of discussion and planning among colleges and high schools, tutors and guidance counselors -- as well as among some students and parents. The changes were made, test-makers say, to bring the SAT more in line with school curriculums and improve student writing." But critics wonder whether "monetary, not scholarly, concerns inspired the alterations, which come as a growing number of colleges are relying less on standardized tests as the most accurate predictor of student performance. Ultimately, for the 2.2 million students who will take the test, the change won't be easy." Northwestern University Dean of Undergraduate Admissions Carol Lunkenheimer said, "The poor kids in the first class to take it will be nervous. They'll be saying, 'Woe is me -- why is my class the one taking this exam?'" 

Illegal Immigrants Rally In Support Of Federal Affordable Tuition Legislation 

The Washington Times (4/21, DeBose) reports, "Hundreds of illegal immigrant high school students yesterday rallied on the Capitol grounds for affordable college tuition, but members of Congress are not optimistic that bills permitting the students to attend college at in-state-tuition rates would pass this year. The students want Congress to pass the Dream Act, a bill sponsored by Sen. Orrin G. Hatch, Utah Republican, and the Student Adjustment Act, introduced by Rep. Lucille Roybal-Allard, California Democrat, which would repeal a federal law that discourages states from offering the children of illegal immigrants in-state tuition rates." The legislation would "grant a six-year grace period for illegal immigrants who grew up in the United States and graduated from a U.S. high school, during which they would be exempt from deportation. If they finished two years of college or served two years in the military in that period, they could earn permanent legal residence in the United States." Hatch, who "introduced the Dream Act in April 2003, gave a disappointed smile when asked about the chances of the bill passing this session." Hatch said, "Well, obviously, I hope so, but it's in a quagmire. I'm not sure we'll get any bill dealing with immigration through this year." 
The Washington Post (4/21, B2, Sheridan) adds, "About 70 high school students gathered on the West Lawn of the U.S. Capitol yesterday, looking like any other radiant springtime graduates -- except for the signs they wore on the front of their gowns. 'Now What?' they read." Deepak Bhargava of the Center for Community Change, which "helped organize the rally, said about 65,000 students would graduate from U.S. high schools this year but face difficulties going on to college because of their lack of legal status. ... The issue has gained steam as seven state legislatures have granted in-state tuition benefits to undocumented immigrants and numerous others are considering it. But it has also stirred considerable opposition." 
The Kansas City Star (4/21, Goldstein) reports, "The students later delivered a copy of the petition to the Department of Education, along with a box containing 65 index cards on which the seniors had written their 'dreams.' ... The legislation is known as the 'DREAM Act' because of the Senate version of the bill, called the Development, Relief and Education for Alien Minors Act. Current federal restrictions force state colleges and universities to charge students who don't have legal immigration status higher out-of-state tuition rates. That puts college out of reach for most of them. The DREAM Act would lift those restrictions. It also would let such students conditionally remain in this country if they have grown up here, graduated from high school and have shown good moral character. The groups behind the bill, such as the National Immigration Law Center and the National Council of La Raza, are hoping that with both parties courting Hispanic voters this year, it will become a political priority." 

Despite Flaws, Kerry College Tuition Plan May Resonate With Students 

Knight Ridder (4/21) reports, "College financial aid experts say John Kerry has found a good political issue in the high cost of college tuition. But some argue that the fixes proposed by the Massachusetts Democrat need work." College tuition expert Sandy Baum of Skidmore College said, "He has the right idea to look for some savings, but whether his specifics would work out is a bit questionable." But Kerry's plan is "likely to resonate with students and parents facing rising college expenses. Tuition at many state universities is soaring as universities try to replace revenues cut by fiscally strapped legislatures. And while there are doubters, the senator has stolen a page from the Republican book of free-market solutions by proposing that banks compete for student loans." Last October, the College Board reported that "tuition at public universities jumped nearly 13 percent for this academic year, to an average of $4,694. In the last decade, public college tuition rose 47 percent after adjusting for inflation." 

Study Finds Decline In Research-Based Education Improvement Programs 

Education Week (4/21, Viadero) reports, "After Congress created a hefty grant program in 1997 designed to encourage some of the nation's poorest schools to adopt comprehensive, research-proven improvement programs, Robert E. Slavin expected to be deluged with requests. After all, Success for All, the reform model the Johns Hopkins University researcher had helped develop, had accumulated a long record of studies pointing to its effectiveness. Mr. Slavin figured the program was a prime candidate for program grants. But the deluge never came for Success for All. Nor did it come, for that matter, for Direct Instruction or the Comer School Development Program or many other national school improvement models that are widely considered to have solid evidence of success. In fact, some experts and program developers say, such 'research proven' programs are getting a smaller and smaller share of the pie under the 7-year-old initiative now called the Comprehensive School Reform program, as schools opt instead for home-grown and commercial programs with weaker research bases. The trend is worrisome, those scholars contend, because the federal program adopted under President Clinton blazed the trail for the Bush administration's ongoing campaign to prod schools to rely on 'scientifically based research' for the educational decisions they make." But "federal education officials suggest the developers' concerns may stem from their own declining market share in the face of rising competition. 'You see less use of brand-name models, yes,' said one Education Department official who asked not to be named. 'But I don't think you can jump from that to saying schools are using less research-based strategies.'" And "to be sure, a majority of the $1.3 billion in grant money that has been disbursed under the program since its inception has gone to Title I-eligible schools that have adopted either research-tested or recognized national models, such as Success for All. A small amount of grant money, which is disbursed by the states, has been awarded to schools that aren't Title I. But a report released earlier this year by the Washington-based Center on Education Policy found that the percentage of those grants going to programs with some evidence of effectiveness has shrunk." The center "found that the percentage of schools using programs deemed by the think tank to have 'positive' effectiveness evidence declined from 20.2 in 1998 to 8.1 in 2002. Over the same period, the proportion of schools using programs characterized as having 'weak or mixed' bases, or no research at all, grew from 12.4 to 18.2 percent." 
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