Today there are 7 newsclips related to higher education.

House Republican Education Committee Leaders Seek End To Fixed Rate Consolidated Student Loans 
The Chronicle Of Higher Education (4/26, Burd) reports, "The Republican leaders of a key education committee in the U.S. House of Representatives are planning to introduce a bill this week that includes a provision designed to diminish the appeal of a popular program that allows borrowers to combine and refinance their federal student loans. Under the plan, borrowers who seek such consolidation loans would no longer be able to 'lock in' a fixed interest rate for up to 30 years, as they are able to do now. Instead, the borrowers would be charged the same rate as all other student-loan recipients are charged in a given year. Currently, that rate varies from year to year, based on market conditions. The leaders of the House Committee on Education and the Workforce plan to include this change as part of comprehensive legislation to renew the Higher Education Act, the law that governs most federal student-aid programs, to help pay for other changes that many colleges and lenders have been advocating in the government's loan programs. According to some college lobbyists and loan-industry officials who received private briefings on the legislation last week and spoke on condition of anonymity, money that the government would save by moving from a fixed to a variable rate in consolidation would be used to help offset an increase in the amounts that first- and second-year students may borrow from the federal loan programs and to reduce the 'origination fees' that students must pay to obtain their loans." Rep. John A. Boehner "chairman of the committee, has repeatedly said that the billions of dollars that the government provides in subsidies to keep the costs of the consolidated, fixed-rate loans cheaper for borrowers would be better spent providing more benefits to current and future students." 

Pell Grants Said To Be Insufficient For Need 
The Boston Globe (4/25, Leonard) reported, "For needy college-bound students, federal grants are covering a shrinking share of soaring tuition and fees. While college tuition and fees rose by an average 14.1 percent at public universities this academic year, the average individual Pell Grant -- the federal government's largest, non-loan aid program -- increased from $2,436 to $2,467. Under President Bush's 2005 budget, the average grant would drop $26, to $2,441, and the maximum amount available -- $4,050 -- would not increase. Demand for Pell Grants has grown rapidly in recent years, but federal appropriations for the program have not kept pace. Last year, Congress provided $13.1 billion for Pell Grants, and the program is still $3.7 billion in the red." And "this year, students at public universities are paying, on average, $4,694 in tuition and fees, while those at private, four-year schools pay $19,710 -- a 6 percent increase over last year's average." So "one Bush proposal, which would cost $33 million, would increase the maximum Pell Grant by $1,000 for 33,000 first-year students who participate in the State Scholars program." 

Aid Reportedly Available 
The Boston Globe (4/25, Rudavsky) reports, "By next weekend, more than a million high school seniors will have made their final decisions about where to attend college. And millions of parents will be wondering: Can we really pay for this? As the cost of a college education continues to rise, families are scrambling for more financial aid to shoulder the burden. But at this point in the season, long after many private colleges have made their offers, it may seem too late to find help. Not necessarily. Aid comes from many sources -- colleges, the state, the government, banks, and independent groups that hand out scholarships. And though most private colleges have already decided how much of their outright grant money to hand out, public-sector grants are still available, as are some private scholarships. Loans, which pay most college expenses, generally do not have a deadline at all." 

Tips Offered On Securing Financial Aid For College 
CBS News (4/24) reports on its website, "This time of year, anxious high school seniors are keeping an eye on the mailbox to find out if they've been accepted into college. But then comes the part most parents dread: the bill. The Saturday Early Show's financial advisor, Ray Martin, stopped by to give families some tips about financial aid for college." CBS added, "Each school offers it's own aid packages, so it is important for families to understand the different ways they can get money. Grants: Most of the free money handed out to students is in the form of grants, which are awarded on the basis of need. ... To apply for federal aid, families must fill out the Free Application for Federal Student Aid. Many private colleges also require the similar PROFILE. It's not necessarily too late to apply for the fall semester, since many schools set aside a little money for procrastinators. Scholarships: A growing number of states and schools offer merit scholarships. ... Martin says Web sites such as Fastweb.monster.com are good places to start searching for these opportunities. Loans: The subsidized Stafford federal loan is available only to students who qualify as needy. Others can apply for an unsubsidized Stafford, which, unlike its subsidized cousin, starts accruing interest charges right away. ... Students who need to borrow more than Stafford allows ($2,625 for freshmen, more for older students) should apply for a federally backed Perkins loan, which has a fixed rate of 5 percent. Parents with good credit can borrow from the federally insured PLUS program." 

University Of Nebraska Regents Approve Aid Plan For Low-Income Students 
The Omaha World-Herald (4/25, Hoard) reported, "Low-income students who already receive federal assistance will get their remaining tuition costs paid at the University of Nebraska. The NU Board of Regents approved, 5-3, a plan presented by President L. Dennis Smith to pay the remaining cost of tuition and fees for students who receive Pell grants, the main source of assistance to needy students. Smith estimated the program would help about 1,500 students and cost about $2.6 million when implemented in the fall of 2005. Besides helping students, Smith said, the program could lure qualified students to the university who currently decide to go elsewhere." 

McPherson Appointed Undersecretary Of Education 
The Houston Chronicle (4/25) reported, "Former Texas businessman Edward 'Ted' McPherson was appointed undersecretary of education last week by President Bush, who used his controversial power to make so-called 'recess appointments' to get around Democratic opposition in the Senate. McPherson, who previously served as chief financial officer at the Department of Agriculture and was president of the Dallas-based InterSolve Group, will serve as a principal policy adviser to Education Secretary Rod Paige. Bush appointed McPherson and Eugene Hickok, a Pennsylvanian, to the Education Department while Congress was out of town on its Easter recess." 

Records Show Student Discrimination Complaints At UNC 
The AP (4/25) reported, "Seven students have complained in the past two years of discrimination in the classrooms of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, according to records submitted by the school in response to a federal probe. Most of the cases involve black students who complained of treatment by white instructors. Most were dropped after the university initiated an investigation. The U.S. Department of Education's Office for Civil Rights is investigating UNC-Chapel Hill because of the behavior of English instructor Elyse Crystall. She sent an e-mail in February to class members referring to one of her students as 'privileged' and 'heterosexist' because of comments he made in class about homosexuality." The AP added, "U.S. Rep. Walter Jones, R-N.C., called for the federal investigation of Crystall's behavior in a Feb. 19 letter to Chancellor James Moeser. The records turned over to the federal investigators April 6 included a draft copy of a policy being considered as a response to the incident in Crystall's class. 'Participants in academic inquiry are expected to emphasize ideas and positions rather than the people expressing them,' it states." (This story appeared on the websites of the Wilmington Morning Star, Charlotte Observer and the Winston Salem Journal.) 

Here is the link to all of today's news articles:

http://www.bulletinnews.com/education/
