Today there are 6 newsclips related to higher education.

Bush Urged To Strengthen Pell Grant System 

In a Badger Herald (4/27) columnist Rob Hunter writes, "The Higher Education Act of 1965, which provides for various educational aid programs including the Pell Grant, is up for reauthorization this fall and urgently needs to be modernized and restructured. ... When the Act was passed, Pell grants reliably provided for over three-fourths of public university tuition. But today Pell grants can only offset less than half the cost of (public) college education. Reforming the way the government offers educational loans could balance this difference." Hunter added, "...President Bush is seeking further reductions in the effectiveness of the Pell program, resulting in greater hardships for low-income students seeking college educations. Bush recently announced that he would seek lifetime limits on how many years students may receive Pell grants to complete their degrees. ... Despite all the campaign promises, the current administration has not been kind to public education. ... To make good on his promises, President Bush should begin by strengthening, not weakening, the Pell system and by shifting student loans away from banks in favor of a direct loan system." 

Federal, Collegiate Officials Discuss Drop In Foreign Student Applications 
Ktvu.com, a local TV station in San Diego, reports, "Officials from several California colleges and the Department of Homeland Security gathered in San Diego Tuesday to discuss foreign student matters. One of the issues on the agenda was a steep decline in graduate school applications from foreign students that has university administrators pushing the federal government to reform the visa process. Their argument: The trend could cost U.S. schools much-needed revenue and research help, and make America seem isolated in the eyes of the world. ... Likewise, representatives from a handful of prominent schools, including the presidents of Yale and Princeton, met in New York recently to explore ways to use the influence of their trustees to help make their case. Universities acknowledge that the importance of foreign students is not obvious to the public, which has security concerns after one of the Sept. 11 hijackers entered the country on a student visa. ... But administrators insist those slots are as important now as ever." 
The AP (4/28, Pope) reports, "International graduate student applications for this fall are down 32 percent compared with a year ago, according to a recent survey, and schools are extending application deadlines so they don't lose students still negotiating U.S. bureaucracy. Meanwhile, in public comments and private lobbying, universities are urging federal officials to speed up visa applications, stressing that America's role as a beacon to the world's students could be in jeopardy. ... More than 90 percent of graduate schools reported their foreign applications for this fall declined, according to a survey of 113 universities last month by the Council of Graduate Schools. ... The State Department, which is giving some students priority interview slots, issued 474,000 student visas last year, accepting 74 percent of applications. That's down from 560,000, or 80 percent, in 2001. Secretary of State Colin Powell and Homeland Security Secretary Tom Ridge called last week for Congress to review visa restrictions, and Ridge discussed visas at a recent meeting with college presidents." 

AGENCIES CONTINUE TO FIGHT DIPLOMA MILL PROBLEM
Office of Personnel Management Director Kay Coles James recently sent a memorandum to the heads of departments and agencies outlining OPM efforts to continue the battle against diploma mills - a problem that continues to be a concern to federal agencies governmentwide.  "These phony degrees deceive the public, pose a potential threat to national security, and can give the public the impression that federal employees have expertise and credentials when they do not," James wrote in the memo.  The diploma mill controversy, and a General Accounting Office investigation, began last year when Department of Homeland Security administrators placed a high-ranking official on administrative leave while GAO looked into the official's education credentials.  OPM is taking steps to protect agencies against degree fraud, including:

* Revising employment and personnel background investigation forms to make

clear to applicants and current employees the differences between education

or training obtained through accredited and non-accredited sources

* Reviewing the entire hiring process

* Training federal human resources and personnel security staff and

retraining OPM staff involved in evaluating job applications for other

federal agencies

* Increasing staff for the agency's Center for Federal Investigative

Services

"It is vital that the federal workforce is well-trained and qualified," said James in the memo. "Every federal employee must have the utmost confidence of the American people, no matter what job the employee fills. The way to maintain this confidence is by ensuring that the training and education of the federal work force are done by accredited institutions, ones that have a

proven track record of providing quality training and education."
OPM Increases Efforts To Combat Diploma Mills 
Government Executive (4/27, McGlinchey) reported, "Federal personnel officials are intensifying efforts to educate human resources officers on the problem of fake educational degrees in government. The Office of Personnel Management announced Monday that it will hold two seminars next month to train personnel officers on how to spot false degrees. ... The May 5 and May 7 OPM seminars in Washington will be used to train human resources officers and OPM officials who review employment applications. OPM is also reworking federal employment applications and background check forms to clarify the distinction between legitimate schools and diploma mills." Government Executive continued, "Education Secretary Rod Paige said in February that his agency will compile a list of accredited higher education institutions to help personnel officers weed out suspicious credentials." 

Federal Grant To Fund Internet Education At Missouri Southern University 
The Joplin Independent (4/28, W) reports, "The US Department of Education has approved a grant that will extend access to Missouri Southern State University-Joplin's higher education and business/industrial training classes, according to Southwest Missouri Congressman Roy Blunt and Senator Kit Bond. The two lawmakers worked together to secure the funding in the 2004 appropriations process. 'The goal of the program is to increase the number of Internet and CD/DVD based courses available to Southwest Missourians,' Program Manager Steve Earney said. 'This will give our distance learning students Internet access to library resources and permit faculty to develop more lectures, experiments and courses that will be available through streaming video." The Independent adds, "Missouri Southern State University-Joplin is putting $65,000 into the project to establish an outreach center at Monett High School. The $319,106 grant will pay for new equipment that will record, transmit and receive Internet programs." 

NYU Houses Student Who Lived in Library
By KAREN MATTHEWS

Associated Press Writer

NEW YORK (AP) -- A New York University sophomore who says he spent eight months sleeping in a library basement because he couldn't afford campus housing has been moved to a free dormitory room, school officials said.  Steve Stanzak, 20, said he began spending six hours a night in the sub-basement of Bobst Library at the beginning of the academic year after he was unable to pay a $1,000 housing deposit.  He slept on four library chairs and carried vital belongings - a laptop computer, books, clothes - in his backpack. He kept other items, like toiletries and clothing, in storage lockers.  University officials discovered an online journal Stanzak kept about his experiences and relocated him to a free dorm room last week.  "Seventy percent of our students are on financial aid," NYU spokesman John Beckman said Tuesday. "If they have a problem they choose to come to talk to us and we find a way to help them. This person chose a pretty unique solution to his issues."  Scores of students read about Stanzak's daily adventures on his Web site, homelessatnyu.com, and he became something of a campus celebrity. His site wasn't working Tuesday night.  "I thank everyone who helps me get through the day, and makes me realize that although I'm poor and live in a library ... that I'm learning a lot about life, and that I will make it through this," reads an entry dated April 15. Stanzak, who dubbed himself "Bobst Boy" on the Web site, says he washed in the library's bathroom and took occasional showers at friends' apartments and dorm rooms.  He said security guards awakened him about five times in the library, twice telling him he couldn't sleep there, other times checking that he was OK and was in fact an NYU student.  "I wasn't afraid of being thrown out of the library," he told The New York Times for a story in Tuesday's editions. "I could have slept in the park. My worst fear was getting kicked out of NYU. I love this school."  Although he works four jobs, receives a $15,000 NYU scholarship and has several student loans, Stanzak said, he received no financial assistance from his divorced parents and had only enough money to cover tuition, about $31,000 a year for full-time undergraduates. Undergraduate housing costs anywhere from $7,700 to $16,600 per year, depending on the room arrangement.  Beckman said federal law prohibits university officials from discussing a student's financial aid package.  In his Web log entry for Tuesday, Stanzak said the room he was given was in the same dorm he originally was assigned to at a cost of $10,980, "which is a huge cry from the meager prices I spend to stay sane."  Stanzak, a creative writing major, grew up in Waterloo, N.Y., a small town in the Finger Lakes region.

Here is the link to all of today's news articles:
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