Today there are 4 newsclips related to higher education.

Reich Says Lower Income Students Not Receiving Sufficient College Aid. In a web exclusive, Robert B. Reich wrote in the American Prospect (4/28), "It's an economy where educational credentials and connections count for more and more. A degree from one of the Ivies or from a Stanford, Michigan, or Berkeley isn't exactly a bus ticket to fat city -- but it sure helps. At the very least, you need a bachelors degree just to get on the highway. But fewer and fewer young people from lower-middle income (what we used to call 'working class') and poor families are enrolling. ... What's going on?" Reich added, "For one thing, tuition keeps going up. That wouldn't be a problem if universities and the federal and state governments kept giving scholarship aid to kids of modest means. Yet so-called 'merit-based' scholarships are all the rage now. ... The reason is, universities are competing for academic stars. Competitive rankings in college guides are based largely on the grades and test scores of entering freshman. High rankings help universities attract more and better applicants, and more donations. So, increasingly, universities are using merit scholarships to lure high school seniors with the highest grades and test scores. This means less scholarship aid for qualified applicants who need the money in order to attend." Reich noted, "The federal government is also cutting back on college aid. A quarter century ago, federal Pell grants covered more than 80 percent of public-college tuition for children of modest means. Now, Pell grants go only 40 percent of the way. Federal tuition tax breaks don't help. They go mainly to affluent families that pay the most taxes. As a result, the federal government is spending about $10 on upper-income students for every new dollar it spends on the poor. At a time when the gap between America's have-mores and have-lesses is wider than it's been in a century, and when college is the gateway to upward mobility, we should be making it easier for kids of modest means to get a university degree. Instead, it's becoming harder. And that's a national shame." 

Colorado Higher Education Voucher Reforms Expected To Produce Higher Tuition 
The Rocky Mountain News (4/29, Ensslin) reports, "Higher education in Colorado will go where no public college and university system has gone before when a tuition voucher system begins in the fall of 2005. That's when every Colorado resident with a high school diploma or equivalent will be entitled to $2,400 toward a public college education up to 140 academic credits. 'This is a first-in-the-nation approach to reforming higher education, where students and parents are put ahead of the institutions,' said Rick O'Donnell, executive director of the Colorado Commission on Higher Education." But "in interviews with higher education officials, a few trends seem likely. First, tuition will likely continue to go up, but not as much as some colleges wish." 

Second Charlotte-Area High School To Offer Tuition-Free College Classes 
The Charlotte Observer (4/28, Helms) reported, "In August, Waddell becomes the second Charlotte-Mecklenburg high school offering free college classes, joining a pack of pioneers in one of the nation's hottest high school reform trends. The other local school is Garinger High, on Charlotte's east side. ... Both schools, in low-income areas, are working to boost test scores, build stronger academic reputations and attract students. District officials want to see if starting classes at 8:45 a.m. -- instead of 7:15, when CMS's other 15 high schools begin -- boosts achievement and cuts tardies. But it's the early college option -- with the chance to save thousands of dollars in tuition -- that's grabbing parents of high-achieving students." The Observer added, "Waddell, which is still recruiting for its new early college magnet program, drew 123 students in the first round of applications for 2004-05, including 90 rising freshmen. Eventually the school hopes to have 100 magnet students at each grade level, said Jim Craig, an administrator who's spearheading the new magnet. Students will take Advanced Placement and other high-level courses their first two years. In 11th and 12th grades, they can earn 36 to 44 hours of credit taking courses offered by Central Piedmont Community College." 

Tips Provided On Lowering The Cost Of Attending College WGAL Channel.com (4/29) is running an AP story reporting, "Even after scholarships, grants, loans and savings, the cost of a college education can still be too high for some students and their families. Sometimes, creative strategies are in order, such as condensing four years of college into three years to save on room and board. While they're still in high school, students can take advanced placement courses to earn some of their undergraduate credits, allowing them to focus on coursework related to their major once they reach college." Robert Franek "with The Princeton Review, a major test preparation and admissions assistance company, says students attending public institutions outside their home states can save by having themselves declared residents of the new state after the first year. He says the University of Texas in Austin is a good example of a school that will allow a student to earn in-state residency within the first year. The result is dramatically lower tuition costs." 

Here is the link to all of today's news articles:

http://www.bulletinnews.com/education/
