Today there are 8 newsclips related to higher education.

Student Loan Program Becomes Politically Contentious 
The Wall Street Journal (5/3, Kronholz) reports, "Almost half of all college students borrow tuition money from the federal government's student-loan program. That's why two ideas to change it suddenly are making political waves. Sen. John Kerry, the presumed Democratic presidential nominee, is talking about trimming the role banks play in the student-loan program, and using the savings that would result to fund public-service jobs, an idea he took to attentive audiences on a campus tour last month. At the same time, House Republicans, the White House and some Democrats are talking about making recent graduates pay more in interest as a way to ensure there's enough money for current students to borrow. All that is making political fodder out of a 39-year-old federal entitlement that has helped put about 50 million people through college, and now has a powerful constituency." But "those loans don't stretch as far as they once did. A freshman can borrow a maximum of $2,625 at a record-low 4.25% interest rate this year, but that's only enough to pay one-quarter the cost of tuition and room and board at the typical state university. That loan limit hasn't budged since 1986. Though President Bush proposed raising it to $3,000 in his 2005 budget, the White House hasn't mentioned the idea since or explained how to pay for it." Also "banks put up a ferocious fight when President Clinton proposed cutting them out as the student-loan middleman in 1993 and keeping all the profit for the government. The banks argue that they deserve federal guarantees because student borrowers have no credit history and borrow fairly small amounts that are expensive to collect." House Republicans "want those interest rates to be variable -- meaning that graduates would pay more as interest rates rise, and the government would pay less. Sticking with a fixed repayment rate would cost the Treasury $21 billion over the next seven years, they say, and they want that money available for loans to current students." But "the Democratic leadership wants both more money for student loans and low-cost repayment for graduates -- plus more money for student grants and community service." 

President's Community College Program Criticized As Taking Money From Another Education Fund 
The Minneapolis Star Tribune (5/2) editorialized, "During his visit to the Twin Cities last Monday, President Bush spoke to a conference of educators, praised the nation's community colleges as 'a hopeful place, a place where people can gain the skills necessary to become employable,' and boasted that he has asked Congress for $250 million in new funds for worker training. It's encouraging to see the president embrace the cause of workforce development and recognize that millions of Americans need to upgrade their skills to compete in a tough economy. And it's understandable that Bush would address the anxious state of the American job market." But "there was a huge gulf between the rhetoric of the president's speech and the reality of his budget proposals to Congress. Worker-training funds in the U.S. Department of Labor, a little over $3 billion, would go down, not up, next year under the president's budget." And "the White House is not providing new money for the program. Instead, it appears to be raiding $300 million from a separate program in the U.S. Department of Education that already funds community colleges and technical schools. Meanwhile, the Department of Education's main program for adult training, Perkins grants, would drop by 24 percent under Bush's budget. Minnesota community college and technical school officials say they fear they will be losing money from one pot merely to compete for it from another." 

Study Says Grants Have Most Powerful Impact On College Access 
The Washington Times /UPI (4/30) reported, "Student aid and other investments in higher education produce dramatic benefits to the U.S. economy, according to a study released Friday in Washington. Entitled 'Investing in America's Future: Why Student Aid Pays off for Society and Individuals,' the study by the Institute for Higher Education Policy and Scholarship America said grants have the most powerful impact on college access. The national study warned that current levels of aid to needy students may not be adequate to prevent a crisis in access and affordability among the rapidly increasing numbers of college-qualified, low-income and minority high school students. In the last three decades, grant aid based on need has dropped from 61 percent of the share of federal student aid to 22 percent, while loans soared from 34 percent to 74 percent, the report said. Pell Grants now pay for only about 34 percent of the average cost of a year at college, down from 84 percent in the mid-1970s, it said." 

For First Time, Prestigious Scholarships Limited To Community College Students 
The Washington Post (5/3, A2, Helderman) reports, "Twenty-seven community college students from across the country will receive unparalleled scholarships to complete their education at four-year schools, officials from the Loudoun-based Jack Kent Cooke Foundation will announce today." The Post adds, "Each student will receive as much as $30,000 a year for tuition, room and board at any four-year college or university in the country. In all, the foundation has set aside $1.4 million for the group." The Post adds, "In addition to the scholarships announced today, the foundation also gives money to students pursuing graduate degrees and grants to help low-income, high-achieving high school students by providing tutoring, arts or music education and, in some cases, private school tuition." 
Colorado Brings Voucher Ideas To Private College Education The Christian Science Monitor (5/3, Henley) reports, "Colorado lawmakers have approved a first-of-its-kind college voucher plan that has more to do with helping the state's universities deal with money problems than helping students pay for their education." The Monitor adds, "Nonetheless, voucher systems, familiar and controversial for securing funding at the K-12 level, have never been tried at the college and university level anywhere in the country. Colorado's program, which starts in fall 2005, will be worth $2,400 at public schools and $1,200 at three private schools in the state." 
Tighter Visa Rules Said To Be Behind Drop-Off In Foreign Grad Student Applications 
The Lansing State Journal (5/3, McCurtis) reports, "MSU is experiencing a 25 percent drop in graduate school applications from foreign students this fall, part of a national trend that leads experts to believe that the government's visa process is too strenuous and lengthy. Nationwide, international graduate student applications for this fall are down 32 percent compared with a year ago, according to a recent survey. The decline has university administrators nationwide pushing the federal government to reform the visa process. Their argument: The trend could cost U.S. schools much-needed revenue and research help, and make America seem isolated in the eyes of the world." The Journal adds, "More than 90 percent of graduate schools reported that their foreign applications for this fall declined, according to a survey of 113 universities last month by the Council of Graduate Schools. Experts say a rising concern about terrorism after the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks has made the visa process more time-consuming as applications are frequently sent to Washington, D.C., for review. This can delay the process for weeks or months. In public comments and private lobbying, MSU has joined other universities urging federal officials to speed up visa applications, stressing that America's role as a beacon to the world's students could be in jeopardy. ... 'We all want foreign students to continue to come here,' said Russ Knocke, a spokesman for the Immigration and Customs Enforcement Division of the Homeland Security Department. 'We want the United States to continue to be the destination for education.'" 

Ex-William Tyndale College Officials To Be Arraigned In Fraud Case 
The Detroit News (5/3, Shepardson) reports, "Two former top officials at William Tyndale College will be arraigned this week on charges they defrauded the U.S. Department of Education of more than $300,000. Former Tyndale President James C. McHann, 53, of Bingham Farms and ex-Vice President and dean W. Howard Burkeen, 53, of Canton Township were charged in a 22-count indictment with illegally funneling federal aid to students at a bankrupt computer school." The News adds, "Along with a third man, Paul Cox, who was a school vice president and professor of social ethics, the three purchased a Computer Learning Center in Madison Heights in March 2001, renaming it the NorthStar Institute of Technology. Before going bankrupt, the computer learning center reported revenue of $6.3 million in 2000. The three allegedly reported that about 125 students at the computer school were attending Tyndale, which was eligible to receive federal student aid. Tyndale's board of directors never approved the arrangement, the government said." The News notes, "In November 2001, federal agents raided the Madison Heights school, and it closed in 2002. The men sought to profit by giving students financial aid so they could attract more students and make more money, the government alleged. The students were taking a seven-month computer course, rather than attending a four-year institution as the three claimed. Assistant U.S. Attorney Steve Hiyama said NorthStar allegedly received $318,000 in aid of the $517,000 given to Tyndale that was earmarked for the students. Tyndale has since returned about $200,000 to the Education Department. ... The men face charges of wire fraud, making false statements and obtaining federal financial aid by fraud. They face up to five years in prison and a $250,000 fine on each count." 

Paige's Apology For NEA Remarks Characterized As Non-Apology 
John Leo writes in his column for US News & World Report (5/10), "I'm terribly sorry. Really. In a deeply therapeutic culture, apologies function like secular sacraments. But more and more people demand them, while fewer and fewer are willing to give them. So instead of 'I did it and I'm sorry,' we get fake apologies and conditional ones. Some examples: The basic conditional apology. Secretary of Education Rod Paige said to the National Education Association, 'If you took offense at anything I said, please accept my apology.' If? He had said the NEA is a terrorist organization." 
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