Today there are 6 newsclips related to higher education.

New SAT Said To Be More Coachable 

The Chicago Sun-Times (5/4) reports, "As if college admissions weren't vexing enough, the overhaul of the SAT planned for the coming school year is leaving parents, students and educators confused and anxious about the transition period. Many colleges are now deciding which cutoff dates they'll use for accepting results from the old SAT." And "while a number of counselors are advising their current sophomores to take the familiar old SAT, the Princeton Review is focusing students on the new test. Further, the new SAT will be far more coachable than the old, so the Princeton Review has doubled its guarantee, and will now promise it will work with students, at no fee, until they achieve a 200-point score increase. The new exam places an increased emphasis on writing and reading comprehension, and includes a writing section (largely similar to the current SAT II: Writing Test) that contains a 25-minute handwritten essay as well as other reading comprehension problems."

Oregon Rolls Out New Tuition Assistance Program 
The Portland Oregonian (5/4, Oppel) reports, "The board that oversees Oregon's public universities will roll out an ambitious plan this week to pay a significant chunk of college costs for thousands of students: an Oregon version of the GI Bill. The board, at the urging of Gov. Ted Kulongoski, wants Oregon to create a trust fund for struggling students that would dole out grants equal to the average tuition at a state university -- about $4,600 this year. Unlike the GI Bill, the Oregon version wouldn't require military service, simply financial need." The Oregonian states, "Supporters frame the campaign as a matter of individual opportunity, an imperative to make higher education affordable to all Oregonians. Despite nearly 40 years of government aid, low-income students are far less likely to attend college than their wealthy or middle-class peers." The Oregonian adds, "For Kulongoski and his advisers, the campaign also is economic and political strategy: More financial aid will mean more degrees. A better educated work force, the argument goes, will create and attract more businesses to invigorate a hobbled economy and sustain the state for years to come. And Kulongoski, who attended college with help from the GI Bill, may have a chance to craft a legacy as Oregon's education governor." 

Students Weigh Options Before Choosing Which College To Attend 
The Washington Post (5/4, Strauss) reports, "This weekend was the deadline at many colleges for students to declare their intention to register, though it also marked the start of a new period of uncertainty for thousands on waiting lists. The decision often is the hardest one an 18-year-old has had to make, yet for all of its importance, it can turn on intangibles. ... Students have 'individual assessment systems' for making decisions, said Jim Conroy, the head of the college counseling department at New Trier High School in Winnetka, Ill., but one thing many have in common is they feel pressure to get admitted to elite colleges." The Post continues, "There are some who turn down what is conventionally seen as the gold standard of education and pick the school that best suits them." 

Public Universities Reportedly Turning More To Private Funding Sources 
The Chicago Sun-Times /AP (5/4) reports, "State aid to public universities has been falling, now accounting for just 25 percent of the budget at the University of Wisconsin, 13 percent at the University of Virginia and a bare 10 percent at the University of Michigan. That's prompting universities to ask for more independence from state governments, which often control everything from staff salaries to tuition. And although a complete break with state funding is not what the state schools have in mind, there's widespread talk of 'privatizing' public colleges." And "the University of Virginia's law and business schools will become self-supporting by next year, using tuition and privately raised money to fund all of their operations, and even returning 10 percent of their tuition income to the university for operating costs like heat, security and accounting services." Meanwhile, "the University of Texas is lobbying the state Legislature for authority to set its own tuition, including charging more for highly sought programs like advanced business degrees and less for programs like social work where potential salaries are low, and even offering a discount for late-afternoon classes." But "in some cases, it's the state, not the schools, pushing for more market-oriented solutions. Legislation before the Colorado House of Representatives would drop the yearly appropriation the state now gives its 28 public colleges. Instead, Colorado would offer vouchers of $4,000 each to in-state students to use toward tuition at any of the schools. Backers say the proposal would force colleges to compete and specialize." Also "public universities say they need sharply higher tuition to compete with private colleges, which, according to the Chronicle of Higher Education, pay their faculty members an average $22,000 more per year. Good teachers attract good students, but they also attract research grants, which in turn help finance new labs and buildings." 

Bush Touts Community College Plan 
The Chronicle of Higher Education (5/7, Evelyn) reports, "President Bush touted community colleges late last month as a crucial part of his plan to create new jobs, an indicator that has lagged behind others as the economy slowly recovers from recession. In a speech at the 84th annual convention of the American Association of Community Colleges, he spoke of his $250-million job-training proposal, which would give federal grants to community colleges that form partnerships with local industries and state work-force boards to train workers for emerging industries. The president said he expected that the money would help train 100,000 workers each year, but he offered few other details of the program. Nor did he mention his administration's plans to cut more than $350-million from the budgets of other job-training programs, like those supported by the Carl D. Perkins Vocational and Technical Education Act and the Workforce Investment Act." And "in an incongruous moment, the president drew applause when he criticized the Workforce Investment Act, which supports training for displaced workers and has generally been supported by community colleges." Also "two-year-college officials in attendance said they appreciated the president's recognition of the role they play in helping to train workers." 

Florida Newspaper Criticizes Paige On National Teacher Day The Fort Pierce (FL) Tribune (5/4) editorializes, "Most people who have achieved success in life can look back to a teacher or teachers who inspired them, who encouraged them to reach beyond what they thought might be their limits, who helped them to respect education and who helped to shape their understanding of themselves and their world. Today is National Teacher Day, a time to remember the challenges and the successes of teachers and to offer thanks for all they do." The Tribune adds, "When US Education Secretary Rod Paige calls the National Education Association a 'terrorist organization,' something is very wrong in his perceptions and attitude. And fair pay too often becomes a political issue when it should be wholly nonpartisan and nonpolitical. While we will probably never pay teachers what they are truly worth, we can do much better than we do, especially here in Florida." 
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