Today there are 4 news articles for your review.

Paid program offers college-bound students information they can get for free

It starts with a letter addressed to high school students. "You've been invited to a free personal interview ... to help maximize your eligibility to receive financial assistance .... and ... minimize you family's out of pocket expenses," it says. With the price of college into the thousands a year, it sounds like a chance to get some help. And you wouldn't have to go far away. The seminar was coming to Hampton Roads. Our 13News undercover investigation took us to a hotel to hear representatives of Edifi Financial Services, based in Albany, New York. Listening costs nothing but your time. Getting their help costs $1,295. Signing up at the event would save you $400. What many parents and students don't know is the federal government warns about these types of companies that you had to pay to get help for college costs. The Better Business Bureau received 27 complaints on Edifi in one year - two from Virginia. According to our video, Edifi promised to fill out all your financial aid forms to help ensure you get the most aid possible. The head of Norfolk State University's financial aid department looked at our tape. Edith Harding gave us her "fact check" on Edifi's claims about financial aid -- in particular, what it said about students who make mistakes on their forms.  The presentation says, "if you mistake on the form, do they tell what the mistake is? No. Or how many mistakes you've made? No."   Harding says , "That's not quite correct. That data is corrected."  Will it cause you to get less money?  "Not necessarily. It depends on what the correction is. It may make you receive additional money," Harding noted. You don't have to pay for financial aid information. "It definitely makes me angry because I know that those services, especially in south Hampton Roads, are available through the ACCESS program," said advisor Anita Aymer.  ACCESS is part of the Tidewater Scholarship Foundation. It's a free program available to high school students who need help getting scholarship and financial aid information. Aymer says it's simple to get, too.  Through Edifi, parents and students are made to believe the daunting task of getting aid is one you shouldn't attempt on your own. They call it the jungle of financial aid.  But keep in mind, their presentation is thorough, organized and can sound like exactly what someone needs. "What appealed to me with this company is they packaged that information and made it available to you readily," said one parent.  On a recent visit, 13News tried to question Edifi representatives but was handed a press kit and told to fax questions to the home office.  The company does admit the information they provide could be found for free.  Company chair Bill Davidson responded to our fax and called us.  "It's very frustrating to me to be criticized for providing what seems to be a helpful service," he said. "We do everything that we say we are going to do."  We asked what else Edifi does besides fill out forms that people can do themselves. We were told they provide students with year-specific handbooks and give students materials on SAT or ACT prep. 13News found materials like that at the bookstore for under $30.  The Edifi presentation also tells students that the company looks at your income and assets.  "It's really unfair to charge someone for a free application and I think the federal government tends to agree with that," said Aymer. 

SAT Use Grows In Job Market As It Declines At Schools. The Christian Science Monitor (5/18, Weber) reports that Harvard University senior Zachary Podolsky "has every reason to feel good about the record he has compiled in college. A classics major with a GPA above 3.8 and a writer for the Harvard Crimson, Mr. Podolsky is also well informed about financial markets." The Monitor adds, "But when he applied to several dozen Wall Street firms, most of them asked for a bit of ancient history: his SAT scores. ... Ironically, just at a moment when more colleges are questioning the value of standardized testing in the admissions process, some companies are taking a second look at the old scores." 
Federal Human Resources Managers Said To Be Cracking Down On Diploma Mill Degrees. The Federal Times (5/17, Robb) reports, "'Every federal employee must earn the utmost confidence of the American people,' said Steve Benowitz, associate director for human resources products and services at OPM. ... Benowitz testified during a two-day hearing last week on efforts to stamp out federal workers' use of unaccredited schools. But despite the strict standards, federal employees are using credentials from unaccredited universities. In a two-hour Web search, Federal Times found more than a dozen federal managers who listed degrees from 20 substandard institutions in their biographies and resumes on agency Web sites." The Federal Times went on to cite ambiguity over a school's validity and a desire to get formal credentials quickly and easily as causes for the problem. 
Atlanta Sheriff Candidate Received Degrees From College In Diploma Mill Investigation. The Atlanta Journal-Constitution  (5/17, Mungin) reports that Stan Hall, "a high-ranking official in the district attorney's office who is a candidate for sheriff received degrees from a college that is part of a federal diploma mill investigation. ... Hall says he stands by the degrees he received from Kennedy-Western in the mid-1990s, and that the scrutiny of his educational background is a political ploy by one his opponents." 

Here is the link to all of today's news articles on connectED:

http://www.bulletinnews.com/education/
