Today there are five news articles for your review.
Salem International University Fined $385,000 For Violating Federal Crime Reporting Rules. The AP (5/21, Ramsey) reported, "-- Salem International University faces up to $385,000 in civil penalties for violating a federal campus crime reporting law between 1997 and 1999. The private university 'substantially misrepresented its crime statistics,' said an April 14 report by the U.S. Department of Education's Philadelphia Case Management Team. The report was obtained by Security on Campus Inc., a national watchdog group, through the Freedom of Information Act. The review team proposed fines for more than a dozen violations that occurred in 1997, 1998 and 1999. Some stemmed from the university's failure to report five sex offenses during the period. The violations included failure to report forcible sexual offenses; under reporting incidents; miscoding incidents; failure to coordinate information from all sources, including law enforcement; and failure to distribute its annual campus security report to students and employees, the report said." Now "Salem has developed a compliance manual containing policy revisions and improvements that, if fully implemented, 'should significantly improve campus security operations,' the report said." 
States Increased Student Aid For Fifth Straight Year. The Chronicle of Higher Education (5/24, Arnone) reports, "States once again increased financial aid to students to make up for rising tuition rates and declining appropriations, an annual survey has found. Nearly $6.9-billion in student aid was awarded by the states in the 2002-3 academic year, up 9 percent from the year before, according to a study by the National Association of State Student Grant and Aid Programs, or Nassgap. The organization is scheduled to release its 34th annual report this week. This year's findings mark the fifth consecutive year that the total of state spending on student aid has increased. But the rate of increase is leveling off. Last year's study reported a 9.8-percent rise in the 2001-2 academic year; the year before that, aid jumped 14.5 percent." 
Bill Would Give Illegal Immigrants Access To College Education. NBC Nightly News (5/23, story 9, 2:30, Seigenthaler) reported, "High school graduates around the country will be receiving their diplomas in the next few weeks. Among them, an estimated 65,000 who are illegal immigrants. For many of them, graduation day could be the end of their education and their time in the United States. But a new and controversial bill pending in Congress could change that." NBC (Montenegro) added, "With the singing of the national anthem...a member of Congress as keynote speaker and a valedictorian address, it has all the pomp of a high school graduation. For these 65 students from around the country are not here to graduate but to protest. As children of illegal immigrants they face a future clouded by legal roadblocks and possible deportation." Rep. Lucille Roybal Allard: "We are talking about innocent children. We are talking about children who were brought to this country primarily as babies." Montenegro: "Their hopes rest with a bill in Congress called the Dream Act, a proposal allowing them to earn a legal residency by either serving in the US military or attending college. The act would also let students pay in-state tuition rates when attending college. The Dream Act is currently stalled in the Senate despite having over 40 sponsors. Opponents claim the bill would allow illegal immigrants to use the educational system to gain legal status." Dan Stein, Federation for American Immigration Reform: "The dream act is a backdoor amnesty program. It's an effort to try to find a way of giving people green cards if they were enrolled in public schools."
Sebelius Signs Law Allowing Illegal Immigrants To Pay In-State Tuition. The Washington Times (5/24, Price) reports, "Kansas Gov. Kathleen Sebelius has signed legislation that will allow some illegal immigrants to pay in-state tuition at state colleges and universities, instead of the higher out-of-state rate. Kansas is the eighth state to pass legislation offering tuition breaks to illegal immigrants. Gov. Sebelius, a Democrat, signed the bill Thursday, and it becomes law July 1. The Federation for American Immigration Reform (FAIR) says such laws discriminate against U.S. citizens, and it intends to challenge the constitutionality of the Kansas measure in court." 
SAT Change Brings Many New Decisions With It. The New York Times (5/23, Lewin) reports that "A revised College Board exam, incorporating a writing test and more advanced math, will not make its debut until next spring, but confusion about how to deal with the changes is already rampant. Worry is especially intense among this year's 10th graders, the first class that will confront the new test." Most colleges are planning to allow "the graduating class of 2006, to submit scores either from the old SAT or the new SAT, and, if an applicant submits both, to consider the highest one." Though some are advising those students to prepare for both SATs, "many guidance counselors see it as a waste of time and energy to prepare for two different tests." The writing section on the new SAT has prompted some colleges to no require two instead of three SATII exams as well. The Times adds that "some schools, and some parents, are advising students in 10th grade, or even 9th, to take the SAT II writing test before it is eliminated, both as practice and as a backup in case they do not score well on the SAT I writing section." 
Student Visas Problems May Hurt Foreign Enrollment. The Arkansas Democrat Gazette (5/24 Dungan) reports that "advocates for foreign students at the University of Arkansas are concerned that visa restrictions will shrink enrollments this fall, particularly among graduate students." Problems stem largely from students that may be unable to visit their home countries and then return to the US to complete their studies. The Democrat Gazette adds that "International students are important to the nation's graduate programs, where they fill key teaching and research spots in fields such as science and technology." And "in a survey that the Council of Graduate Schools conducted earlier this year, more than 90 percent of schools reported that their international applications for this fall had declined, with an average drop of 32 percent, said Heath A. Brown, the council's research and policy analysis director. 
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