Today there are 6 news articles for your review:
Congress May Eliminate Fixed-Rate Student Loans.  The AP (6/7, Pope) reports that though federal student loan rates are at a 35-year low and students can lock those rates in, "a proposal in Congress could shut down the party.  The measure would end the fixed-rate option, making all federal student loans issued after July 2006 subject to variable rates.  Repayments would then rise and fall each year in sync with interest rates."  The proposed change has split education groups and lawmakers and "opponents say the challenge of paying off loans doesn't disappear once a degree is in hand - especially for those pursuing careers in public service."  Meanwhile "supporters say they recognize the debts carried by graduates are a problem.  But they say students never making it to college in the first place is a bigger one."  This story appeared on numerous websites including The Miami Herald, Kansas City Star and Seattle Post Intelligencer.  

Study To Be Conducted On Indian College Student Success.  Native Times (6/4, Lewin) reports, "Officials at the Virginia-based American Indian Higher Education Consortium say they are making the first comprehensive attempt to define and collect Indian college student success indicator data in an attempt to of improving higher education success rates.  The study is funded through a $785,000 grant from Lumina Foundation for Education."  Native Times adds that "the study is a massive job and won't be completed for two years.  The finished report will be given to education officials, tribal governments and local and federal policymakers."  And that "tribal colleges have exploded in the last 30 years and AIHEC was founded in 1972 by the heads of the first six.  There are currently 34 tribal colleges in the country." 

Drake Business School Chain In Financial Mess.  The New York Times (6/7, Ramirez) reports, "A chain of business schools that suddenly closed last week after its chief executive officer was seriously wounded by a gunman had millions of dollars in financial problems, the executive said yesterday.  The troubles began with sloppy bookkeeping, he said, and were made worse by a bungled switch to a new computer system."  The Times adds, "In an interview, the executive, David Cary Hart, who was also president of the Drake Business School chain, said that because of the flawed records, he could not say 'to a reasonable degree of accuracy' how much money the school took in and how much it should have taken in."  The Problems "were so severe that the only option was to close the school's four campuses on Tuesday rather than turn the operation over to other administrators, Mr. Hart said." 

Director Says Florida Prepaid College Program Is At Risk.  The Miami Herald (6/7, Keller) reports, "From his pulpit in the church of affordable higher education, the Rev. Stanley Tate has heard the voices of the naysayers, and he admits to being worried.  'I think the program is at risk -- without a doubt,' says Tate, 77, who in truth is a wealthy developer and chairman of the Florida Prepaid College Program, an organization about which he speaks with evangelical fervor."  And "the threats to the cause come from those who, like Tate, care about Florida's colleges and universities.  Last month, he urged the board that governs the state's public universities to help keep a lid on tuition increases that could doom the prepaid program.  He angered one member and received a cool reception from several others." 

Maryland Universities Form Panel To Examine Financial Aid Policies.  The Washington Post (6/7, B2, Argetsinger) reports that the University System of Maryland "has formed a task force to examine financial aid policies at its 11 degree-granting campuses, with an eye toward making education more affordable for the neediest students."  The Post adds, "System Chancellor William E. Kirwan on Friday named state Treasurer Nancy K. Kopp (D) to lead the 17-member task force, which has been told to submit a report by September. ...  The group was formed at a time of rising concerns about affordability. 

San Francisco Chronicle Says California Should Push Students To Graduate More Quickly.  The San Francisco Chronicle (6/6) editorializes, "As California's public universities come to terms with deep budget cuts, there is one area where they could save a bundle: getting students to graduate more quickly.  By quickly, we don't mean graduating in fewer than four years. We mean taking no longer than four years.  Or how about no longer than six?"  And "a puzzling part of the CSU story is that only one-third of students who have taken a full-course load (120 semester units or 180 quarter units) at the end of four years graduate in that time frame.  'Most of the students who by all accounts should have graduated in four years instead stay on in the CSU taking courses for an extra year or two,' a 2002 CSU task force found.  California can no longer afford to subsidize this dawdling behavior."  The Chronicle concludes that "California no longer has the ability to endlessly underwrite a leisurely college career.  Among the most important lessons a student should learn in college is to set a goal -- and then get on with it." 

Here is the link to most of today's news articles on connectED:

http://www.bulletinnews.com/education/
