Today there are 8 news articles for your review:
Las Vegas Family Indicted In $1 Million Student Aid Scam. 

RENO GAZETTE-JOURNAL
6/7/2004 10:20 pm 

The indictment Monday of a Las Vegas woman, her four children and three grandchildren on charges of fraudulently obtaining $1 million in federal student aid began after Reno's community college initiated an investigation last year.  In Nevada alone, the defendants obtained about 76 federal grants and loans totaling more than $400,000, the federal grand jury indictment alleges.  That includes an estimated $50,000 to take distance education classes via the Internet from Truckee Meadows Community College in Reno, where staff became suspicious about irregularities and alerted the federal government.  Charged in the 33-count indictment with one count of conspiracy and one count of financial aid fraud are: Las Vegas residents Ann Armstrong, 61; Michelle Armstrong, 42; Anthony Armstrong, 38; Royale Armstrong, 36, and Yasmin Armstrong and Jason and Justin Jones, all 21; and Michael Armstrong, 26, of Austin, Texas.  Ann Armstrong also is charged with five counts of wire fraud, 20 counts of mail fraud, and one count of identity theft. Yasmin, Michael, Michelle and Royale Armstrong and Jason Jones also are charged with one count identify theft. The investigation leading to the indictments began in March 2003 when the financial aid staff at TMCC notified the U.S. Department of Education of their suspicions, said Natalie Collins, public affairs specialist for the U.S. Attorney's Nevada district office in Las Vegas.  Staffers had noticed students applying for financial aid were using the same addresses and telephone numbers, Collins said. Mona Concha-Buckheart, TMCC's director of financial aid, said the Reno community college's employees were just doing their job.  "It's our responsibility to protect the integrity of this program and to provide funds to those students who are truly entitled to them," Concha-Buckheart said.  The defendants allegedly obtained about $1 million in federal student loans and grants from about January 2000 to March 2004 to take distance education courses from higher education institutions in Nevada, Colorado, Texas, Arizona and Maryland.  Checks for the loans or grants allegedly were sent to the addresses of "students" provided by the defendants, who then cashed or deposited the checks using false identification.  The defendants face up to five years in prison and a fine of $250,000 on the conspiracy and financial aid fraud charges, up to 20 years in prison and a $250,000 fine on each of the mail fraud and wire fraud charges, and up to 15 years in prison and a $250,000 fine on each of the identity theft charges.  Special agents with the Department of Education Office of the Inspector General are investigating the case being prosecuted by Assistant U.S. Attorney Russell Marsh.

GATES AIDS NEEDY COLLEGE KIDS June 9, 2004 -- Bill Gates said yesterday he's subsidizing the college education next fall of 1,000 low-income, minority students across the country - including 53 from the Big Apple and its suburbs.  "Too many talented students of color are being forced to curtail their education and career ambitions because of financial constraints," said the Microsoft billionaire.  Queens student Jennifer Arcila, who is graduating from Townsend Harris HS, said the scholarship will help finance her education at Harvard. "I'm very fortunate," said Arcila, 17. "It shows that hard work and perseverance pays off." Carl Campanile 

Student Visa Troubles Lowering Enrollment In New York Colleges. Buffalo Business First (6/7, Drury) reports, "For many prospective students, the increased regulations in a post-9/11 world aren't even worth the hassles." And "local colleges and universities are absolutely feeling the effects of strict student visa regulations and are creating new programs to overcome the declines in international applications." Buffalo Business First adds that "at one point this past academic year, applications from international students to UB were down about 43 percent from last year, with graduate programs taking the biggest hit. Things have improved somewhat since then, though the total is down now about 30 percent." 

U Tennessee Receives USED Grant For Upward Bound. The Chattanoogan (6/8) reports, "Mr. Booker Scruggs, Director of UTC's Upward Bound program, has received $279,496 from the U.S. Department of Education to continue this long-standing program for the 2004-2005 fiscal year. The Upward Bound program at UTC serves 65 low-income, potential first-generation college-bound youths, including students from the Howard School for Academics and Technology, Brainerd High School, and East Ridge High School." And "the continuation of UTC's Upward Bound program is important to the academic success of many students in the Chattanooga area, according to Scruggs." 

More Students Encouraged To Enroll In Two-Year Colleges. Education Week (6/9, Cavanagh) reports, "Faced with a multibillion-dollar budget deficit, Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger and state higher education officials are trying to relieve the burden on the state by redirecting several thousand high school seniors from California's public four- year universities to community colleges for their first two years of school -- like it or not. The California effort emerges as state and federal leaders across the country increasingly are touting the potential for community colleges -- a low-cost option that many teenagers have seen as a last resort -- to accommodate the expanding ranks of high school graduates seeking a higher education. Nationwide economic and demographic forces are also guiding more students into community colleges -- in particular, the rising price of four-year institutions and the expanding pool of college -- bound high school seniors, many of them from low-income families." 

Report Finds Costs Of Higher Education Rise Faster Than Aid. Education Week  (6/9, Cavanagh) reports, "Increases in grant aid did not keep pace with the rising cost of education for students at two- and four-year colleges during the 1990s, leaving those undergraduates with a larger financial burden, a federal report shows. A study released last week by the National Center for Education Statistics says the average net price at public two-year colleges -- after accounting for state, federal and institutional grants -- rose by 15 percent, from $6,700 a year to $7,500, from 1990 to 2000. Average annual costs of public four-year schools climbed by 18 percent, from $8,900 to $10,500 over that time period, according to the report, 'Paying for College.' Those figures include tuition, fees, and room and board. For some categories of undergraduates, however, such as those from low-income families who attended public two-year colleges, the net price increase after grants was small enough to be statistically insignificant, the report concludes." 

Iowa Urged To Increase Financial Aid. The Des Moines Register (6/9) editorializes, "A national discussion is under way about how to get more low-income youngsters to college. Iowa ought to join in. Eye-opening numbers from Iowa State University suggest poor kids may need more encouragement here, too." And "the state has underfunded higher education in recent years. All this makes it harder for the three state universities to provide adequate financial aid to low-income students." 

Reagan Remembered For Contributions To Education. Education Daily (6/9, Cardman) reports, "Ronald Reagan, the former president who died Saturday, made a lasting mark on the education world-leading the Republican party to embrace private-school vouchers, and laying the groundwork for the current climate of test-based accountability. Although he was not heavily involved in the day-to-day details, Reagan nevertheless shaped federal education policy through the same traits and ideals that guided the rest of his presidency, say those who worked closely with him." And "Reagan's most lasting legacy, perhaps, was to expect more from the nation's public schools, according to Chester Finn, Jr., who was Reagan's assistant secretary of education for research and improvement from 1985 to 1988." 

Here is the link to most of today's news articles on connectED:

http://www.bulletinnews.com/education/
