Today there are four news articles for your review.
Rhode Island Legislators Continue To Seek College Budget Control. The Providence Journal (6/18, Jordan) reports, "Lawmakers pushing for greater control over money spent on higher education conceded some ground yesterday to education officials, but said they would not give up their campaign for more budget power. State Rep. Paul W. Crowley, D-Newport, said legislators want a bigger say in how the state's three public colleges spend their money -- especially if voters pass the separation-of-powers question on this November's ballot." And "the powerful House Finance Committee recommended last week to remove language that allows the public colleges to spend money that flows into them throughout the year from various sources. Millions of dollars in financial aid, federal grants and private donations would be tied up and the colleges would not be able function, said Linda Acciardo, URI spokeswoman." However, Commissioner of Higher Education Jack "Warner said he was still worried about another proposed change to the budget process that would severely weaken the power of the Board of Governors for Higher Education. It would give the General Assembly control of the budgets of URI, Rhode Island College, the Community College of Rhode Island and the Office of Higher Education by splitting them into four separate accounts that lawmakers oversee." 

Wisconsin State Journal Says Direct Loan Reward Act Would Disrupt Precious Balance. Wisconsin State Journal (6/18) editorializes, "For a decade, two student loan programs have competed for business on college campuses. And for a decade backers of the Direct Loan program, which makes loans direct from the U.S. Treasury, and the Federal Family Education Loan program, run by private lenders with government subsidies, have each tried to get federal legislation passed to gain an edge in the competition." And because the Direct Loan Reward Act "goes so far as to endanger the future of the FFEL program, Congress should reject it. Instead of trying to guarantee a winner, Congress should try to preserve the competitive balance that makes each program work harder to serve colleges and their students." The Wisconsin State Journal adds that "competition between the Direct Loan and FFEL programs has produced benefits for students, colleges and taxpayers." 

Higher Education Lobby Seeks Permission To Collect SEVIS Fee From Foreign Students. The Chronicle of Higher Education (6/18, Field) reports, "Higher-education lobbyists are considering asking federal officials to let colleges pay, on behalf of their foreign students and scholars, a new fee that finances a database to keep track of the scholars' status while in the United States. Under the proposal, institutions would pay the fee for their cohort of foreign visitors and then collect the money from them by charging higher tuition or fees, issuing a separate bill, or using some other mechanism. David Ward, president of the American Council on Education, told college officials this week about the plan, which concerns the Student and Exchange Visitor Information System, or Sevis." But "'this is moving backwards,' David C. Clubb, director of the Office of International Services at the University of Pittsburgh's main campus, said on Thursday. He noted that the higher-education lobbying groups had fiercely opposed a similar campus-based collection plan suggested by the government. That plan would have required institutions to make separate payments for each visitor, rather than a lump sum." And "even if the department approves the plan, the associations will still have to persuade Congress to pass legislation amending the law that created Sevis and to secure additional money to maintain the system until the new procedure is established." 
Study Gives Public Colleges Hope For More Funding. The Chronicle of Higher Education (6/18, Schmidt) reports, "Public colleges have reason to hope that their state budgets will soon be healthy again. A new report says that state tax revenues are growing as fast as they did before the economy soured, in late 2000. The report, released Wednesday by the Nelson A. Rockefeller Institute of Government of the State University of New York, says that state governments collected 8.1 percent more in tax revenues from January through March than they did during the same period last year, signaling that their financial recovery was gaining momentum." 

Here is the link to all of today's news articles.
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