Today there are seven news articles for your review.
Study Finds Latino Students Less Likely To Complete College. USA Today(6/23, Marklein) reports, "Young Hispanic high school graduates are as likely as their white counterparts to enter college, yet half as likely to finish a bachelor's degree, a new report finds. The lower college completion rate isn't necessarily a sign that Hispanic students are less prepared for college, though inadequate preparation in elementary and high schools remains a barrier, says the report. 'When you look at similarly prepared whites and Latinos going to similar kinds of schools, degree completion is lower across the board for Latinos,' says Robert Suro, director of the non-profit Pew Hispanic Center, which released the findings today. It says even well-prepared Latino undergraduates disproportionately enroll in less selective colleges, which typically have lower bachelor's degree completion rates than more selective schools. And even when they enroll on the same campuses, white and Latino undergrads have different experiences." 
Defendant Accepts Plea In Texas College Education Funds Case. The Tyler Morning Telegraph (6/22, Hilburn, Knaupp) reported, "An earlier investigation into the alleged misappropriation of funds at Texas College resulted in one defendant's plea of guilt in federal court, but the probe appears far from over. Officials with the Federal Bureau of Investigations said Tuesday the June 7 pleading of defendant Tiffany Renee Jenkins, 31, Tyler, was not the conclusion to the more than yearlong fraud investigation. 'We are working jointly with the Department of Education and the office of the inspector general,' said Peter Galbraith, FBI supervisory senior resident agent. 'The investigation is continuing.' Ms. Jenkins, upon waiving her rights to a grand jury indictment and jury trial, pleaded guilty this month to one count of violating Title 20, U.S. Code Sect. 1097, which is the misappropriation of Title IV funds, federal officials said. ... Federal prosecutors and defense attorneys agree the amount of loss is around $77,005.62, according to the plea agreement." The Telegraph adds, "Mrs. Jenkins claimed another official allegedly deposited Texas College funds into a personal account. Allegations outlined against that second person indicated the scheme dated to 2001, according to a Dec. 11, 2002 search warrant affidavit filed by a senior investigator with the State Auditor's Office." 

Here is the link to all of today's news articles.

http://www.bulletinnews.com/education/
The following articles are from HEWI:
EDUCATION SUBCOMMITTEE HEARING ADDRESSES ACCREDITATION
The Subcommittee on 21st Century Competitiveness held a hearing today on accreditation issues within H.R. 4283, the pending legislation to reauthorize the Higher Education Act.  The hearing focused on issues such as: transfer of credit; transparency in the accreditation process; institutional and agency accountability; public disclosure of information about institutions; measuring student achievement; allowing states the option of providing accreditation; peer accreditation; and distance education. A more detailed summary will be included

in Thursday’s NewsLine.  

HOUSE CONSIDERING BILL THAT WOULD CUT STUDENT AID PROGRAMS
On Thursday the House of Representatives is scheduled to consider a bill and two substitute amendments that could profoundly affect student aid by capping federal spending on non-defense “entitlement” and “discretionary” programs, including student financial assistance.  The main bill is H.R. 3973, the Spending Control Act of 2004, by Budget Committee Chairman Jim Nussle (R-IA).  This bill would keep the FY 2005 cap on discretionary spending.  Substitute amendments are expected to be proposed by Reps. Jeb Hensarling (R-TX) and Mark Kirk (R-IL) that

would also cap spending on entitlements.  If caps are exceeded, then automatic cuts take place, putting student loan programs at risk of being one of the harder-hit programs. This is because spending on student loans is growing faster than the rate of inflation due to rapidly increasing growth in college enrollment and in the cost of college.

CAMPBELL INTRODUCES ‘NAVAJO NATION HIGHER EDUCATION ACT’
Senator Ben Nighthorse Campbell (R-CO) has introduced, S. 2539, a bill to amend the Tribally Controlled Colleges or University Assistance Act and the Higher Education Act to improve Tribal Colleges and Universities.  There are currently three co-sponsors of S. 2539.  Visit http://thomas.loc.gov/  

FEDERAL STUDENT AID FIVE-YEAR STRATEGIC PLAN RELEASED
The Office of Federal Student Aid of the Department of Education has released its five-year strategic plan to cover FY 2004-2008.  The plan establishes as tactical goals, removal from the GAO "high-risk list," establishing sound financial management, enhancing FSA's Activity-Based Costing (ABC) model to obtain improved cost data and analysis, and improving default prevention and management.  FSA's strategic objectives include integrating FSA systems and providing new technology solutions, improving program integrity, reducing program administrative costs, improving human capital management and improving products

and services to provide better customer service.  The Plan is posted at:

http://www.ifap.ed.gov/eannouncements/attachments/0621FinalFiveYearPlan.pdf.

The following article is from Fed News Online:

OPM ENCOURAGES AGENCIES TO USE PERSONNEL FLEXIBILITIES
Office of Personnel Management Director Kay Coles James recently sent a memorandum to the heads of agencies encouraging federal agencies to exercise alternative personnel flexibilities for non-emergency federal employees in the New York City and Boston areas during the forthcoming olitical conventions. 

"As we approach the Republican National Convention in New York City and the Democratic National Convention in Boston, it is essential that federal agencies prepare for possible disruptions in traffic and commuting patterns as a result of security precautions," James wrote. "Reducing the number of federal employees traveling to or through restricted areas also will assist those agencies charged with providing security for the conventions."

To further minimize traffic congestion, James has asked federal agency heads in New York City and Boston to use the many personnel scheduling flexibilities available to reduce the number of employees working or commuting through areas impacted by the conventions, while continuing to provide essential federal services.

Some of the options agencies may use include:

* Teleworking from home or an alternate worksite 

* Alternative Work Schedules, with off days scheduled during the conventions

* Creative use of flexitime and credit hours to complete work schedules

prior to road closures and transit peak hours 

* Scheduling necessary government travel during the conventions 

* Encouraging employees to schedule vacations during the conventions 

* Having calls to offices in affected buildings rerouted to other agency locations.

