Today there are five news articles for your review.
Education Department Inquiry Finds Fraud At Bryman College. The Chronicle of Higher Education (6/24, Blumenstyk) reports, "A U.S. Department of Education investigation of student-aid practices at a California institution owned by Corinthian Colleges Inc. has turned up evidence of fraud, prompting the department to impose restrictions on the college's access to federal student-loan funds." Corinthian is "one of the largest of the publicly traded higher-education companies, with more than 66,000 students in North America." The fraud was discovered "during a review at a Corinthian institution called Bryman College, in San Jose, Calif. A source familiar with the company said the college had been under scrutiny for at least six months, as part of a routine examination by Education Department called a 'program review.' Citing unnamed officials in the Education Department's Office of Federal Student Aid, the [Financial Times] said that Bryman admissions officers had helped students misrepresent information on financial-aid forms -- claiming extra dependents -- to obtain additional federal aid. Such actions violate student-aid laws in Title IV of the Higher Education Act. The newspaper also reported that the department had revoked Bryman's ability to receive advance payments from federal student loans. If true, that would mean that the college cannot obtain the money up front based on estimates of expected enrollment, but must seek reimbursement from the government based on actual enrollments." 

College Lobbyists Will Not Press DHS On SEVIS Fee. The Chronicle of Higher Education (6/24, Field) reports, "Higher-education lobbyists have decided not to ask the U.S. Department of Homeland Security to let colleges collect a $100 fee from foreign students to finance a federal database that tracks them. In a letter sent to college leaders on Wednesday, David Ward, president of the American Council on Education, said his group had abandoned that proposal because it was too complex and because 'a significant minority' of college officials 'vehemently opposed' it." Under the proposal, "institutions would have paid the fee for the Student and Exchange Visitor Information System, or Sevis, on behalf of their cohort of foreign students and scholars, then recouped the money through higher tuition or fees, a separate bill, or some other mechanism." 
Career Education Corporation Under Investigation By SEC. The Chronicle of Higher Education (6/24, June) reports, "Just days after an amended shareholder lawsuit alleged widespread manipulation of student records and financial statements by the Career Education Corporation, the company has announced that it is under formal investigation by the Securities and Exchange Commission. Career Education, in a three-sentence statement released late Tuesday, said that the SEC is conducting a formal probe of the company. The statement did not specify what the SEC is investigating. Company officials said they plan to 'fully cooperate with the SEC.' Earlier this year, the Illinois company had disclosed that the federal agency was conducting an informal investigation that, Career Education said, had probably been triggered by news reports detailing allegations that student records had been falsified at some of its campuses." 
Top Colleges Taking More Blacks, But Mostly Recent Immigrants. The New York Times (6/24, Rimer, Arenson) reports, "While about 8 percent, or about 530, of Harvard's undergraduates were black, Lani Guinier, a Harvard law professor, and Henry Louis Gates Jr., the chairman of Harvard's African and African-American studies department, pointed out that the majority of them -- perhaps as many as two-thirds -- were West Indian and African immigrants or their children, or to a lesser extent, children of biracial couples. They said that only about a third of the students were from families in which all four grandparents were born in this country, descendants of slaves." And "what concerned the two professors, they said, was that in the high-stakes world of admissions to the most selective colleges -- and with it, entry into the country's inner circles of power, wealth and influence -- African-American students whose families have been in America for generations were being left behind." 

Colleges Increasingly Turn To Marketing To Woo Students. The Houston Chronicle (6/24, Everett-Haynes) writes, "From new logos to name changes, universities across the nation are spending millions on marketing campaigns to attract qualified students, federal funding and corporate donors. While Ivy League schools can rely on name recognition, other schools must develop snappy slogans, pay for billboard advertisements and create splashy brochures to grab attention." The Chronicle notes the "era when school administrators called marketing 'the M-word'" is in the past. With the "federal Department of Education projecting that some 18.2 million students will be attending the nation's 4,000 colleges and universities in 2013," schools are in greater competition with one another. And in Texas, colleges "have the added incentive of meeting the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board's charge to more than double student enrollment and success rates by 2015." 

Here is the link to all of today's news articles.
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