Today there are nine news articles for your review.
McKeon Says Higher Education Act Will Not Be Renewed This Year. The Chronicle of Higher Education (6/28, Burd) reports, "The Higher Education Act will not be renewed this year, a top Republican on the U.S. House of Representatives education committee acknowledged last week. In an interview with The Chronicle, Rep. Howard P. (Buck) McKeon of California, who leads the Committee on Education and the Workforce's subcommittee on higher education, said he would not bring up for a vote the legislation (HR 4283) that he helped introduce in May to extend the act during the 108th Congress, which will adjourn this fall. The subcommittee's consideration of the bill had been stalled because of 'politics,' he said, and debate on the bill had become 'too partisan.'" 
Public Colleges Said To Lack Spaces For Applicants. The Chronicle of Higher Education (6/28, A1, Hebel) reports, "George Mason University here used to be a 'safety school' for Northern Virginia's high-school students, an institution they felt they could count on to offer them a spot if they failed to make the cut for admission to the University of Virginia or other prestigious state colleges. But now acceptance at George Mason is no longer a given -- even for those with solid B averages in high school. Space in the university's classes is at a premium, as it is at public colleges across much of the South and the West -- particularly in Arizona, Florida, Georgia, and Nevada -- where the number of students moving through the pipeline to college is rapidly rising." And "as a result, politicians who have generally avoided taking aggressive action on space problems at their public colleges may soon be forced to act as they hear from middle-class voters whose children face dwindling college opportunities and from community-college students who find it harder and harder to get the courses they need." 

Analysis Shows Students Paying 32% Less For College Tuition Than In '98. USA Today (6/28, Cauchon) reports, "What students pay on average for tuition at public universities has fallen by nearly one-third since 1998, thanks to new federal tax breaks and a massive increase in state and federal grants to most students and their families. Contrary to the widespread perception that tuition is soaring out of control, a USA TODAY analysis found that what students actually pay in tuition and fees -- rather than the published tuition price -- has declined for a vast majority of students attending four-year public universities. In fact, today's students have enjoyed the greatest improvement in college affordability since the GI bill provided benefits for returning World War II veterans. What made the difference: a $22 billion annual increase in grants and tax breaks since 1998. That 80% jump in financial aid -- targeting middle-class families earning $40,000 to $100,000 a year -- has more than offset dramatic increases in tuition prices." The USA Today "analysis used figures from the College Board, the federal Office of Management and Budget and the Internal Revenue Service. All numbers were adjusted for inflation. The bottom line: • Average tuition paid at public universities fell 32% from $1,636 in the 1997-98 academic year to $1,115 in 2002-03. During that time, the published tuition price rose 18% to an average of $4,202. ... • Average tuition paid at private universities rose 7% over five years to an average of $10,684 in 2003, less than the 20% increase in published tuition prices. ... • 6.5 million families got tuition tax credits that reduced taxes an average of $1,350 per return. • 3.5 million received a tuition tax deduction that saved an average of $325 in income taxes." 
Rising Sticker Price Of College Tuitions More Than Offset By Grants. USA Today (6/28, Cauchon) reports, "King Alexander, president of Murray State University in Kentucky, wants the world to know how many universities set tuition prices. It works like this: 1. The university raises its official tuition price. 2. The higher tuition qualifies many students for bigger federal and state grants, which are passed on to the school. 3. The university writes a 'scholarship' to cover the rest of the tuition hike, so many students don't actually pay more. 'It is a shell game, pure and simple,' Alexander says. 'A lot of schools set tuition prices to maximize grant money and then use institutional (financial) aid -- which isn't real money -- to set the real tuition.'" USA Today adds, "The sticker price of college tuition has soared in recent years. ... The published price of tuition rose 11% last year at four-year public universities, the College Board reports. But the spotlight on official tuition prices has left most people in the dark about the real story: For most students, it's a lot cheaper to go to a four-year public university today than it was just six years ago." USA Today noted, "The misconception that college is becoming less affordable starts with a misunderstood number: tuition price. The published cost is like the most expensive seat on an airline: Few people pay full price. Still, the sticker price is crucial to the complex, secretive pricing strategies in higher education. Federal Pell grants, the nation's biggest financial aid program for college students, distribute $12 billion annually based on a formula that increases grants when tuition is higher. Many state grant programs also do this." 
Accreditation Key To For-Profit Institutions. The Wall Street Journal (6/28, C1, Lahart) reports, "Because Title IV funds account for the bulk of most for-profit schools' income, any change in the status of that funding can put the school at risk financially. It is a big reason why shareholders act so skittishly whenever a for-profit school is accused of wrongdoing." The Journal adds, "It also is a big reason why assurances from the accreditor can soothe investors so much. ... But continued accreditation status doesn't mean that schools can't get into trouble, as investors found in 2000, when the Education Department sought the return of $187 million in financial assistance that Computer Learning Centers received, after finding that the company had violated recruiting rules." 
State Merit Scholarships Grow In Popularity. USA Today (6/28, Cauchon) reports, "State-financed merit scholarships are the fastest-growing type of financial aid for college. The awards have played a key role in slashing the average cost of a public university education by 32% since 1998." USA Today adds, "The merit scholarship boom began when Georgia created HOPE scholarships in 1993 to pay full in-state tuition for all students who earned a B average in high school. ... Similar programs have started in 13 other states." USA Today reports, "Merit aid is unpopular among some academics who study tuition costs. They say rewarding the best students, who tend to be affluent, diverts aid from the needy." 
Chafee Program Provides Grants For Foster Students. The Los Angeles Times (6/28, Rivera) reports, "Since the late 1980s, the John H. Chafee Foster Care Independence Program has been funding independent-living programs for people between 14 and 21 to help ease the transition from foster care to self-sufficiency. Recently, the government expanded the program by creating the Chafee grant, allocating $44 million to provide foster youths with tuition and vouchers for post-secondary education. In November, California was awarded about $8 million for the 2003-04 school year. But because the program didn't get underway until April, the state is scrambling to ensure that all the money is spoken for by fall. If not, the unused funds could revert to the federal government. As of last week, 827 grants totaling $3.3 million had been awarded statewide, according to officials. An additional 1,000 youths have applied, said Carol Solov, a spokeswoman with the California Student Aid Commission." The grants "provide up to $5,000 per student for college or vocational training expenses such as tuition, books, clothing, transportation, computers, and room and board. Applicants must have been in foster care between their 16th and 18th birthdays and must be at least a part-time student with satisfactory academic progress." 

Study Finds Community College Transfers Receive Same Grades As Those Who Start At Public Four-Year Schools. The Toledo Blade (6/27, Smith) reports, "State data obtained from the Ohio Board of Regents indicates that students who start college at a four-year public university receive about the same grades as those who transfer there from a two-year community college." And "as tuition at public universities spirals upward, more and more students are taking this 2 + 2 approach - taking the first two years of college at a relatively inexpensive two-year school and then completing a bachelor's degree. State officials have pushed that track in recent years in an attempt to make community colleges the low-cost access point to higher education for Ohio's residents. The data seems to bolster the viability of that idea." 

Increases In Kansas Tuition Expected To Boost Enrollment At Community Colleges. The AP (6/28) reports, "Hutchinson, Kansas -- As tuition goes up at the state's six public universities, some community colleges are bracing for enrollment boosts, with a few saying that could lead to some problems. The Board of Regents last week approved tuition increases to raise an additional $39 million for the 2004-05 academic year. Increases this fall for Kansas residents taking 15 credit hours of undergraduate courses will range from 8.9 percent at Fort Hays State University to 18 percent at the University of Kansas. Sen. Jim Barone, D-Frontenac, said he expects that with continuing tuition increases, students will go to community colleges -- or even to universities in surrounding states." 

Ohio Colleges See Large Tuition Increases. The Cincinnati Enquirer (6/28, Downs) reports, "Brittany Baltes has little time for socializing with her three summer jobs. But all the hours at the mall, the restaurant and the car dealership add up to one big payoff someday -- a college education. Baltes, who will be a sophomore in international business communications at Ohio University in the fall, is one of the students who will be affected by the school's 9 percent tuition hike. Ohio University trustees approved the increase on Friday, blaming dwindling state support." And "that kind of increase will add up for Baltes. Right now her grandparents are paying the bulk of her freshman and sophomore year tuition. But junior and senior year, with increasingly daunting prices, will be paid by Baltes herself, through student loans and the money she makes." Meanwhile, "most other public universities in the state have approved similar tuition hikes. After doubling over the past five years, tuition at public, four-year colleges is going up between 8 percent and 16 percent this fall." 

Here is the link to all of today's news articles.
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