Today there are six news articles for your review.
Roles Of Financial Aid And Academic Preparedness In Access To College Debated. The Chronicle of Higher Education (7/1, Glenn) reports, "Four recent federally financed studies of college attendance and social equality are marred by serious conceptual and statistical errors, several scholars charge in a book published last week. According to those critics, the four studies, which were released from 1997 to 2002, have promoted the false idea that tuition costs are not a major barrier for low-income people who hope to attend college. 'These reports have made errors that kids in basic stat courses learn they shouldn't make,' Edward P. St. John, a professor of education at Indiana University at Bloomington and the editor of the book, Public Policy and College Access: Investigating the Federal and State Roles in Equalizing Postsecondary Opportunity (AMS Press), said in an interview on Wednesday. 'And they've naïvely led people to believe that if kids just take the right courses in high school, that everybody can go to college.' The authors of the studies in question have vigorously denied the book's assertions. In interviews on Wednesday, they said that Mr. St. John and his co-authors had misunderstood the purpose of their studies, had taken quotations out of context, and had wildly exaggerated the actual impact of the studies on public policy. 'These reports in no way say that financial aid is not important, especially to low-income students,' said Laura J. Horn, director of statistical analysis and data design at MPR Associates Inc., a private consulting firm based in Berkeley, Calif. MPR Associates conducted the four studies under contracts with the National Center for Education Statistics, a unit of the U.S. Department of Education." The studies "have been cited in policy debates about how to reduce the college-attendance gap between low-income and high-income families. One school of thought, associated with Mr. St. John and his co-authors holds that tuition costs are a major barrier for low-income students, and that increased grants and subsidies should be a central tool in efforts to reduce the gap. Another camp holds that it is more useful to focus on high-school students' lack of preparation for college."

Five In Michigan Convicted Of Defrauding USED. The AP (6/30) reports, "Five people were convicted Wednesday of federal fraud charges in a scheme to defraud the U.S. Department of Education out of about $1 million, the U.S. Attorney's office said. A jury deliberated for about eight hours before returning guilty verdicts against the five officials and employees of The Training Center." The AP notes, "Mahmoud Younis, 55, of Dearborn, the owner and director of the school; Walid Alsabbagh, 40, of Dearborn, the school's registrar and assistant director; Jamal Mourtada, 50, of Detroit, its director of education; and Muna Jaber, 46, of Dearborn, its admissions director" attempted to receive funds from the Department of Education through falsification "of general education degree certificates, high school diplomas and certifications of foreign high school education." 

 Ave Maria College Told To Return Fed Funds Over Improper Financial Aid Program. The AP (6/30) reports, "The U.S. Department of Education has told Ave Maria College to return up to $300,000 in federal loans because it was improperly running its financial aid program, government and college officials said Wednesday. In a letter sent to the Ypsilanti, Mich.-based college last week, the Education Department said Ave Maria failed to complete a verification process for students between 2000 and 2003 and gave money to students who weren't eligible. The department also said the college wasn't employing a person qualified to administer federal financial aid. Kate Ernsting, director of development services at Ave Maria, said the college plans to have a new financial aid director in place by August. She said the school's financial needs have been complicated because it has two campuses: a domestic campus with 200 students in Michigan and a foreign campus with 450 students in Nicaragua." 
UC Faculty Votes For Higher Admissions Standards Leaving Regents To Approve. The Los Angeles Times (7/1, Trounson, Silverstein) reports, "Prompted by a recent study showing that too many students are meeting existing requirements, the faculty of the University of California voted Wednesday to raise the minimum eligibility standards for the prestigious university system." Next, "UC's Board of Regents is expected to vote on the proposal later this month." The Times adds that "several high school counselors, however, said the new standards, if approved by the regents, would likely increase anxiety for students considering applying to UC. Loretta Hultman, a college counselor for Roosevelt High in East Los Angeles, said she realizes that the UC system is under pressure to tighten its eligibility rules, but is nevertheless saddened by the proposal." 

Rice University Group Tries To Get Women Into Computer Science. The Houston Chronicle (7/1, Everett-Haynes) reports that Rice University's women-only Computer Science Computing and Mentoring Partnership, or CS-CAMP "is one of several in the nation trying to reverse the downward trend in the percentage of women obtaining computer science degrees." Young women who learn of their computer science skills through two-week camps held by CS-CAMP "are fortunate, said Carla Ellis, co-chair of the Committee on the Status of Women in Computing Research, a Washington, D.C.-based group that is trying to increase the number of women graduating with computer science degrees. Ellis said exposing young women to computer science concepts in middle and high school is especially important. Waiting until college is too late because many women don't know the basics or feel unwelcome in the male-dominated classrooms, she said." Ellis blamed small numbers of female students studying computer science on "the lack of role models for young women and misconceptions about science and technology careers." 

Minnesota State Attorney Warns Of Dubious Offers Of Financial Assistance. The St. Paul Pioneer Press (6/30) reports, "With a number of individuals presenting dubious claims of financial assistance to college students, State's Attorney Richard A. Devine is warning students and parents to be leery of any person or companies that request a fee to assist them in obtaining a scholarship or financial aid. 'Providing false hope or information regarding a scholarship or financial assistance to college students who are in need of such aid is a shameless practice,' Devine said. 'Parents and students should always be skeptical of anyone that offers a fee-based, scholarship-finding service, particularly when they receive such offers unsolicited.' Devine's caution follows the recent arrest of Ullany Smith, 45, who was conducting seminars at Holiday Inns at which she purported to assist students in obtaining scholarships and financial aid." 

Here is the link to all of today's new articles.
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