Today there are six news articles for your review.
Over Ninety Percent Of CUNY Students Pass Proficiency Exams. The New York Post (7/2, Campanile) reports, "More than 92 percent of City University students passed a key reading and writing exam over the past year, enabling them to either earn two-year associate's degree or continue on toward a four-year bachelor's degree, new figures show. But since the CUNY Proficiency Examination was first given in the fall of 2001, more than 1,000 students flunked it on their first try and had to retake and pass the test to earn a degree or advance. Those who repeatedly fail are tossed out." Still "CUNY Chancellor Matthew Goldstein said he was pleased 92.1 percent of the 5,785 first-time test takers from the 2004 spring class passed the exam." 
Milligan College In Tennessee Receives Grant For Minorities. CWJHL-CBS Bristol, Kingsport, Johnson City (7/1, 5:00 pm) reported, "Milligan College and the Tennessee Higher Education Commission are making it easier for minority students to pay for college. The commission awarded the college almost 25 thousand dollars for a minority teacher education grant. The college must match the grant 100 percent. The money will help cover tuition, fees, books and testing costs." 

Here is the link to all of today's news articles.

http://www.bulletinnews.com/education/
The following news articles are from HEWI Newsline.

STUDENT LOAN INTEREST RATES HIT RECORD LOW
Starting today, July 1, student loan interest rates fall to the lowest in history.  Stafford Loan interest rates fall to 3.37 percent during repayment and 2.77 percent during in-school, grace, and deferment periods.  PLUS loans fall to 4.17 percent.  The new interest rates, which apply for the July 1, 2004 through June 30, 2005 period, could potentially help borrowers save thousands of dollars over the life of a loan.   

MORE COSPONSORS SIGN ON TO DIRECT LOAN REWARD ACT 
The Direct Loan Reward Act, H.R. 4370, continues to gain support.  The bill,introduced by Reps. Thomas Petri (R-WI) and George Miller (D-CA) on May 17,encourages schools to switch to the Direct Loan program from the FFEL program by offering them monetary rewards.  The co-sponsors, which now total 25, are: Reps.Joe Baca (D-CA); Tim Bishop (D-NY); Joseph Crowley (D-NY); Rahm Emanuel (D-IL); Danny Davis (D-IL); Raul M. Grijalva (D-AZ); Elijah Cummings (D-MD); Nancy Johnson (R-CT); William O. Lipinski (D-IL); Robert Matsui (D-CA); Michael McNulty (D-NY); Lloyd Doggett (D-TX); Doug Bereuter (D-NE); Denis Kucinich (D-H); Maurice Hinchey (D-NY) ; C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger (D-MD); Fortney Pete Stark (D-CA); Denise Majette (D-GA); Janice Schakowsky (D-IL) ; Robert Wexler (D-FL); Henry Brown (R-SC); Jim McDermott (D-WA); George Miller (D-CA); and Fred Upton (R-MI). 

For more information on the bill, visit http://thomas.loc.gov/. 

DEPUTY UNDERSECRETARY HICKOK FIELDS WEBSITE QUESTIONS ON COLLEGE COSTS
Participating in an online discussion, U.S. Deputy Secretary of Dr. Education Eugene Hickok answered questions regarding college costs.  One of the questions Hickok fielded was whether or not the administration is doing enough to keep education affordable, in which he answered, “You raise an important point. The cost of higher education has increased at a rate exceeding the cost of living. And many students, such as you, are going into debt. The President since entering

office has overseen a 47 percent increase in the Pell Grant program. That is the federal government's largest student aid program. And that is a healthy increase. But it is important for the leadership of our nation's colleges and universities to do whatever they can to minimize price increases. And for state legislators to recognize the value of their postsecondary institutions as they formulate their budgets.”   The discussion, “Ask the White House,” was featured on the White House website at http://www.whitehouse.gov/ask/20040621.html 

CORINTHIAN COLLEGES ANNOUNCES OPENING OF FOURTH NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY CAMPUS IN HOUSTON. 

Corinthian Colleges, Inc. announced June 30 that it is opening a new National Institute of Technology (NIT) school in Houston, Texas.  The school, Houston Bissonnet, will be the fourth NIT campus in Houston.   The school will encompass approximately 28,500 square feet and will initially offer diploma programs in medical assistant and pharmacy technician.  Corinthian expects to offer additional allied health programs in the future and expects the campus to have a

student population of approximately 400 within two years.

