Today there are 10 news articles for your review.
Many Opposed To HEA Provision Encouraging Diverse Viewpoints In College Classrooms. The Chronicle Of Higher Education (7/6, Klein) reports, "Daniel L. Anderson, president of Appalachian Bible College, in West Virginia, has always been a big supporter of conservative causes. But he is outraged by a proposal, which is being championed by conservative Republican lawmakers in the U.S. House of Representatives, that would urge colleges to present diverse viewpoints inside and outside the classroom. Many Republicans see the measure as a way to neutralize an academic culture they view as leaning to the left. But Mr. Anderson fears that it would inhibit his college's efforts to provide a faith-based education and would put pressure on the college to hire professors and invite speakers to the campus who espouse views contrary to those of the institution." And "while the provision sounds innocuous, college lobbyists and student advocates fear that, if enacted, it would give the federal government an unprecedented role in monitoring college activities and curricula." But "aides to the committee's Republicans say that these fears are unfounded." Meanwhile, "David Horowitz, president of the California-based Center for the Study of Popular Culture, is leading a national campaign to change the climate of college campuses. The centerpiece of his efforts is an 'Academic Bill of Rights,' which he is urging Congress and state legislatures to adopt. It enumerates several principles that colleges should follow, including fostering a variety of political and religious beliefs when making tenure decisions, developing reading lists for courses, and selecting campus speakers." 
States Propose Uniform Way To Display College-Savings Plan Results. The Wall Street Journal (7/4, Burns, D4) reports, "States that sponsor college-savings plans say they hope to adopt a uniform approach to showing investment results and costs by the end of the year, making it easier for families to comparison shop and pick the plan that is best for them. Critics complain investors don't always get good information about these college-saving vehicles, known as 529 plans. State officials met with Securities and Exchange Commission Chairman William Donaldson last week to discuss potential improvements." And "although states won't have to conform to the voluntary guidelines, 'the market is going to require it and if you don't provide this consistent disclosure, your program will not be as competitive as others out there,' [president of the National Association of State Treasurers Tim] Berry predicted." 
Student Background Study Raises Debate About College Affirmative Action. CBS Evening News (7/3, Mitchell, story nine) reported, "This week marked the 40th anniversary of the Civil Rights Act, which gave African Americans access to employment and education opportunities once denied. Today, colleges strive for a diverse student body." CBS (Pinkston) added, "Today, 8% of Harvard's undergraduates are black, but a new survey gives a more detailed picture of black students at Harvard. An estimated 3% are American, 5% are from African or Caribbean countries, students with high test scores and family means. ... Colleges look for balance-- students with different racial, ethnic, economic and geographic backgrounds. African and Caribbean students contribute to that diversity. Still, some critics argue, it's at the expense of African- Americans. ... But some say the question of where black students come from misses the point, that college admissions offices should be taking a look at the impact of wealth, no matter what the student's color, on who's admitted and who isn't." 
Study Shows Hispanic College Graduation Rate At 23 Percent. The Bowling Green Daily News (7/2, Craig) reported, "Hispanic freshmen are the least likely in the United States to finish college, according to data from a national study. This trend also is prevalent at Western Kentucky University, according to data from the university. According to Sharon Hunter, an institutional research database analyst at Western, only 22.2 percent of Hispanics who began college at WKU in the fall of 1997 had obtained a bachelor's degree by Aug. 31. The overall graduation rate is 43.4 percent. The information is obtained on a six-year cycle, the national standard set by the Council on Postsecondary Education, Hunter said. Graduating in four years is considered normal, but many students take longer." And "according to the national study on graduation rates, done by the University of Southern California's Pew Hispanic Center in Washington, about 23 percent of Hispanic freshmen had earned a bachelor's degree by age 26. The Caucasian rate was 47 percent." 
The Coloradoan (7/4, Nick) reported, "When Marissa Gomez looks at her 4-year-old, John, she sees endless possibilities. Low graduation rates for Hispanic students throughout the country and in Poudre School District, however, bring a frown to her face. While high school graduation rates are at an all-time high, according to data from the U.S. Census Bureau, Hispanic graduation rates are not increasing at comparative rates." 

Illegal Immigrants Seen As Harmed By In-State Tuition Rules. The St. Paul Pioneer Press (7/6, Ohito) reports, "Last winter, 18-year-old Maria was admitted by seven Minnesota colleges. But in order to attend six of them, the graduate of a Minneapolis public high school would have to pay out-of-state tuition, up to triple the rate for residents. Moreover, although her family income would qualify Maria for state and federal financial help, she can't get it. Maria is an undocumented immigrant." And "Elizabeth Badilo Moorman, an organizer for the Twin Cities chapter of ISAIAH, a social justice organization of religious congregations, describes illegal students' situation as 'a double whammy: they are charged a much higher tuition at colleges considered most affordable and not eligible for most financial aid.'" So "the difficulty in finding and financing a college education discourages many undocumented students from applying to college." 
Colorado Voucher Does Not Reduce Cost Of Higher Education. The Rocky Mountain News (7/3, Ensslin) reported, "If you thought a new law that creates a $2,400 annual tuition voucher meant a free ticket to community college, think again. As written, the law does nothing to reduce the amount of tuition a community college student must pay." But "even Gov. Bill Owens, who signed the bill into law in May, got it wrong." In fact "the bills will now reflect the true total cost of a community college education of about $4,000 per year. Currently, tuition covers about $1,600 of that. The remaining $2,400 comes from the state. In the fall of 2005, that $2,400 will come from the stipend -- also supplied by the state. Thus, students will end up spending about the same amount on tuition, unless the legislature decides to increase the stipend above $2,400. The governor intends to go back to the legislature next year and ask that the size of the vouchers be set high enough to make community college tuition-free." The law "does accomplish another goal: getting tuition out from under the restraints of the Taxpayer's Bill of Rights, thus giving colleges more flexibility in setting their budgets." 
Georgia Colleges Poor Record Keeping Could Result In Funding Loss. The Atlanta Journal Constitution (7/4, Seymour Jr.) reports, "The financial records of Clayton College & State University are in disarray and, if the problems aren't fixed, the school could eventually risk losing some state and federal funding. While the financial strength of the institution is not in doubt, the state Board of Regents is taking the shoddy bookkeeping seriously. The school's 2003 financial audit ranked among the poorest of the state's 34 institutions of higher learning, University System of Georgia officials reported. Bruce Spratt, Clayton State's executive director of budget and finance, said the school is working to correct the problems but acknowledged that if the poor ratings continued, the school could be forced to return some government funds." And "Clayton State was one of three institutions designated for the regents' "Code 5" rating for 2003 financial audits," but "despite the low ratings, officials said none of the institutions faces immediate financial crises and none showed any criminal mischief." 

10 Percent Law Pushes Texas Against National College Admissions Trends. The Dallas Morning News (7/5, Benton) reports, "Every year, the National Association for College Admission Counseling asks universities a simple question: What do you look for in an applicant? Tracking the answers over time gives you a good idea what's in and what's out in the eyes of admissions offices. The one factor that's most out: Class rank. In 1993, 42 percent of schools said they placed "considerable importance" on a student's class rank. In 2003, only 33 percent did. That's the biggest drop of any factor. Over that same span, SAT and ACT scores became more important to admissions directors: 46 percent valued them a lot in 1993, vs. 61 percent in 2003. A student's high school grades also jumped up in importance." However, "In Texas, class rank means everything. SAT scores and grades are afterthoughts. Either Texas is backwards, or everybody else is backwards." And "the reason is, of course, the controversial top 10 percent law." And now "pressure's mounting - particularly from Republican-vote-heavy suburbs - for the Legislature to change the rule." 
Minneapolis Star Tribune Says Its Time For Colleges To Fix Low Grad Rates. The Minneapolis Star Tribune (7/4) editorializes, "Republicans in the U.S. House are needling the nation's colleges and universities on a number of fronts, as the lawmakers prepare to reauthorize the federal programs that fund higher education. Some of the jabs look like political moves, aimed at shifting the public's wrath over fast-rising tuition away from themselves and toward educators. But at least one House shot is legitimate: Many of America's four-year colleges and universities have been lax about seeing students through to graduation. The average graduation rate stands today right where it did 32 years ago: 63 percent of freshmen seeking four-year degrees graduate within six years." And an analysis by the Education Trust "describes a number of colleges that have improved their graduation rates through measures like better tracking and advising of students, and greater availability of high-demand classes." The Star Tribune says "other colleges and universities around the country ought to follow suit, and soon." 
Washington Times Says Kerry Is Wrong To Say Bush Has Made College Less Affordable. The Washington Times (7/5) editorializes, "According to Sen. John Kerry, college tuition has skyrocketed over the past four years. He frequently cites Ohio State University, which raised tuition rates by 13.4 percent for the 2004-2005 school year. Rising tuition, says Mr. Kerry, prices 'thousands of young people right out of the American dream.' Who does Mr. Kerry blame? The Bush administration, naturally." However, "according to a June 28 article in USA Today, while official tuition rates have increased substantially over the past four years, tuition actually paid has decreased at public universities, and increased only sluggishly at private ones. These gains were made possible by massive increases in financial aid, much of it in the form of federal tax breaks." And "therefore, since President Bush took office, college education has become more affordable for the majority of American families, not less." 
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