Today there are 8 news articles for your review.

Boehner And McKeon Criticize Higher-Education Associations Characterizations Of HEA. The Chronicle of Higher Education (7/8, Burd) reports, "Two key Republican lawmakers have sent a letter to the presidents of more than 6,700 colleges and other schools accusing college lobbyists of spreading 'misinformation' about legislation in Congress to renew the Higher Education Act. The five-page letter, which was mailed late last month, is the latest salvo in what has become a war of words between the lobbyists and the congressmen, who introduced the bill in May, over various provisions in the legislation (HR 4283)." So "the congressmen -- John A. Boehner, the Ohio Republican who heads the House Committee on Education and the Workforce, and Howard P. (Buck) McKeon, the California Republican who leads the panel's subcommittee on higher education -- contacted the presidents of all colleges that participate in the federal student-aid programs, including both nonprofit and for-profit institutions as well as schools that teach trades, such as cosmetology and truck-driving. The representatives took that unusual step because they have been unhappy with how some higher-education associations have characterized the bill, Alexa Marrero, a spokeswomen for the education committee, said on Wednesday."

Report Finds Florida Pays For Many Unnecessary College Classes. The Miami Herald (7/8, Fineout) reports, "Students at Florida state universities are taking too many classes that don't count for graduation and are costing taxpayers at least $62 million a year, a state audit said Wednesday. In a critical new report, the auditors say state lawmakers should either crack down on these students or offer rewards to those who graduate in four years." Now "more than 60 percent of students who enter a state university as freshmen take six years to graduate, according to figures from the state Department of Education. Gov. Jeb Bush made a quiet push this year to force students to graduate faster and take fewer classes, but his plan died in the Legislature amid opposition from student groups, key lawmakers and university boards of trustees." But "the reasons cited in the audit for excess hours range from changing majors to retaking failed classes. The audit did not address a growing complaint from students that they are forced to take classes that don't count toward their major because required classes are often full."

Gov Kernan Initiates College Affordability Task Force In Indiana. The Indianapolis Star (7/7, Berggoetz) reports, "Gov. Joe Kernan has appointed a 13-member task force to come up with policy recommendations by December to make sure Hoosiers can afford to attend college. The Task Force on College Affordability introduced today includes public university and private college trustees and other officials, legislators, a student and a representative of the State Student Assistance Commission. The governor wants members to look at all aspects of the affordability issue, including tuition, fees and financial aid." And "in the past 10 years, the average annual tuition at Indiana's four-year universities increased by 104 percent to $5,792 in 2004-05, according to the higher education commission. During the same period, the cost of living index went up 27 percent, and the higher education price index -- which includes typical costs for universities -- rose 41 percent, the commission said." 

University Of New Mexico Campus Director Testifies Against Higher Education Reauthorization Act. The Valencia County (NM) News Bulletin (7/7, Moorman) reports, "Tomé University of New Mexico-Valencia Campus' executive director testified recently before the U.S. House of Representative's Committee on Education and Work Force regarding the granting of Title V funds to institutions of higher education. Alice Letteney was among five to testify on June 16 regarding the Higher Education Reauthorization Act. 'I was testifying against the bill,' said Letteney who was representing the American Association of Community Colleges (AACC). 'Most of the association's two- and four-year college members are against the bill in its current form.'" Letteney said "'Our question is why should the American taxpayer, who already gives federal financial aid to students who are attending for-profit institutions, subsidize these corporations further.'" 

South Dakota Students Receive Scholarships To Fill Critical-Need Jobs In State. The AP (7/7, Shaw) reports, "Students receiving the first Dakota Corps Scholarships say the aid will help them with their career dreams. The privately funded scholarships go to students who agree to take courses in critical-need areas and stay in the state for a set period after graduation. Seventy-three students received the first batch of awards, which are for the next school year. Gov. Mike Rounds honored them at a luncheon Wednesday." And "most of the recipients will attend state-run universities. Those attending private schools get the same scholarship support, and the schools find funds to make up the difference." The critical-need occupations "include teachers in special education, K-12 music, foreign languages and high school math or science. Nursing and other allied health care fields also are included. Almost two-thirds of the scholarship winners picked health care careers and the rest selected teaching, said Rick Melmer, state Education secretary." 
The AP (7/8, Gale) reports, "If recipients don't complete their commitment, the scholarship converts to a low interest loan that must be repaid. Rounds said it could amount to about $20,000 over a four-year college education. The idea, he said, is to keep young people in the state while they attend college in hopes that they will stay after they are done. Building a better place to live involves taking risks and working together, Rounds said." 

Community Colleges Outstrip Four Year Institutions In Texas. The Houston Chronicle (7/8, Everett-Haynes) reports, "Community colleges across Texas are booming as thousands of students are opting to make the two-year institutions the most popular choice for higher education in the state." The Chronicle adds that "the growth comes with a hefty price tag, and community colleges across the state are now scrambling to keep up by adding new buildings and parking lots, faculty and staff, and degree programs. Part of the reason for the demand is demographic. Texas has the lowest percentage of high school graduates and a booming minority population, said Steve Murdock at the Texas State Data Center at the University of Texas-San Antonio. That combination, he says, is pushing more people into the system since community colleges are not only cheaper but more adept at accommodating nontraditional students, especially those returning to school after getting a GED." However, "statistics show that fewer than 20 percent of community college graduates will ever attend a four-year school. Without that bachelor's degree, such students may find their job and earning potential limited."

Utah Fires Director Of Educational Savings Plan Trust. The AP (7/8, Reed) reports, "The state of Utah on Wednesday fired the director of a college-savings program after an internal audit discovered questionable transactions. David Buhler, a spokesman for the Utah Board of Regents, said Dale C. Hatch was not accused of misusing money invested by people saving for college. He said only administrative funds were involved." Hatch "was the director of the Utah Educational Savings Plan Trust, which handled more than 45,000 accounts with total balances of more than $715 million. The foundation was created by the Legislature in 1996 and carries accounts from all over the country. The Board of Regents oversees the trust as part of its duties to govern the state's public universities. The money invested and earned can be used at any accredited college or university in the nation." The AP adds, "According to the statement, Hatch was fired for 'conflict of interest, breach of trust and violations of State Board of Regents policies.' ... The regents' audit was sent to the state auditor and state attorney general's offices." (This story was carried on numerous websites.) 

House Panel Approves Boost For DC Tuition Grants Program. The Washington Post (7/8, B1, Hsu) reports, "A key House subcommittee approved a $8.6 million boost yesterday for the D.C. Tuition Assistance Grant program, sustaining growth of an initiative that allows city high school graduates to attend colleges and universities across the country at reduced tuition. The increase was included in an $8.2 billion 2005 D.C. budget bill that cleared the House Appropriations subcommittee on the District after a four-minute hearing. ... The bill includes local District operating and capital funds, federal grants and $560 million in a direct appropriation for the city. The measure is to go to the full committee Wednesday and to the House floor as soon as July 28, Republican committee officials said. If the schedule holds, the District budget would complete one of the smoothest paths to passage in recent years. The Senate has not scheduled action on the budget, and any differences will be worked out in a House-Senate conference committee.

Here is the link to all of today's news articles.
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