Today there are 8 news articles for your review.
Report Finds States Are Fairly Constant In Support For Higher Education. The Chronicle Of Higher Education (7/9, Schmidt) reports, "State governments are not backing away from their commitment to financially support public higher education, according to a new report by a group of top state higher-education officials. The report, which is being released today by the State Higher Education Executive Officers, says that overall state spending on higher education generally has kept pace with enrollment growth and inflation over the past three decades, despite temporary lags during recessions." And "the report's optimistic tone contrasts sharply with the dire warnings that many college officials and higher-education advocates have issued in recent years, as states have adopted flat or reduced budgets for public colleges to help close budget shortfalls." 
Mostly Unchanged Student Aid Levels Approved By House Subcommittee. The Chronicle Of Higher Education (7/9, Brainard) reports, "The maximum Pell Grant award would remain level, and the budget of the National Institutes of Health would rise slightly, under a spending proposal for the 2005 fiscal year approved on Thursday by an appropriations subcommittee of the House of Representatives. Under the spending plan, the maximum Pell award would stay at $4,050, the same level as this year, in the new fiscal year, which begins on October 1. Meanwhile, the appropriation for the NIH would rise by 2.6 percent, to $28.527-billion. That is below the projected rate of increase for biomedical-research costs next year, a fact that worries advocates for university scientists." And the measure provides "none of the $33-million requested by Mr. Bush for a pilot program to reward low-income students who take specific college-preparatory courses in high school. Under the Bush proposal, such students would receive an additional $1,000 in Pell Grants for their first year of college. Spending for most other student-aid programs would remain at this year's levels." 
Survey Finds Private Colleges To Raise Tuition 6 Percent This Year. The Chronicle Of Higher Education (7/9, Nichols) reports, "Tuition will rise at private colleges and universities next year at the same rate as last year, 6 percent, and will average just over $18,000, according to an annual survey released on Thursday by the National Association of Independent Colleges and Universities. Despite concerns that current economic conditions might be pushing private colleges to raise their tuitions drastically, the increase for 2004-5 is comparable to those in the more prosperous 1990s, the association said in a news release." Meanwhile, "average financial-aid packages at private institutions grew 15 percent last year, according to the association." 

Financial Aid Expected To Help Offset Rise In College Costs Next Year. The AP (7/9, Pope) reports, "Despite a recovering economy and exasperation in Congress, college tuition will be up sharply again next year -- though experts say that once financial aid is factored in, students may not be worse off. Private institutions, which account for about half of American colleges and educate about 20 percent of four-year college students, will raise tuition on average 6 percent in 2004-2005 to just over $18,000, according to a survey released Thursday by the National Association of Independent Colleges and Universities." Public colleges "probably will charge about 10 percent more on average next year, or $5,100, estimated Travis Reindle, director of state policy analysis at the American Association of State Colleges and Universities." The AP adds, "The only good news for parents and students is that, like cruise lines and automobile dealers, colleges don't always charge the sticker price. NAICU says 86 percent of students at private colleges pay less than full fare. Last year, when private colleges also increased tuition 6 percent, they increased financial aid for tuition and other expenses such as room and board by 15 percent. 'The net tuition is the thing to watch for -- when the day is done how much money is the family actually paying,' said David Warren, NAICU's president." NAICU "can't say for sure whether financial aid will make up for the increase again this year, but Warren said he expects net costs for students will hold steady or fall, as they have on average over the last decade." The AP notes, "The American Association of Community Colleges also expects tuition increases next year, though it is still compiling figures. In 2003-2004, tuition rose on average about 12% to $1,560 annually." 
Private College Tuition Projected To Rise By 6 Percent. The Washington Times /UPI (7/9) reports, "The average tuition for U.S. private colleges and universities has been projected to go up by 6 percent in the 2004-2005 academic year. The National Association of Independent Colleges and Universities said in Washington Thursday the rate of increase is expected to be the same as it was a year ago, and not far off the 5.5 percent rise in the 1990s. ... Factors leading to the increase include the lingering fallout from the economic recession on endowments and institution fund raising, the association said. It also cited rising costs of insurance premiums, energy, periodicals and other educational resources." The association "said that aid to students at private colleges and universities increased 15 percent for the coming year, compared to 11 percent last year." 
LSU Board Committee Approves Increase In Tuition. The AP (7/9, DeSlatte) reports, "The financial committee of LSU's governing board agreed Thursday to bump up tuition costs for students another 4 percent in the upcoming school year, a so-called 'operational fee.' LSU students, like most college students, already are slated to pay 3 percent more for tuition this fall. The operational fee would fall on top of that increase, but unlike the 3 percent hike, the state's free college tuition program known as TOPS won't cover the increase, meaning students or their parents will have to pay out of their own pockets." The LSU Board of Supervisors' Budget and Finance Committee "unanimously agreed to the increase, with officials saying it was needed to fill in shortfalls in the colleges' budget for the current fiscal year. The full board was expected to sign off Friday on the increase -- which would raise nearly $7 million for LSU's colleges around the state." 
Rendell Urges University Leaders To Forgo Tuition Increases. The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette (7/9, Schackner) reports, "Gov. Ed Rendell is urging leaders of Pennsylvania's 14 state universities to forgo a 6.9 percent tuition increase, saying those schools fared well in the new state budget and should first curb their spending." 

Ave Maria University To Face Repercussions Over Financial Aid Fiasco. WBBH-TV (7/8) reports on its website, "Over the past few months, there has been nothing but good news coming out of Ave Maria University in Naples. The school has heavily promoted its sprawling new campus being built in Immokalee. As enrollment grows, the school just learned the school was not properly licensed to give out financial aid to its students -- and may have to pay the money back." The US Department of Education "sent a letter to officials at Ave Maria University detailing financial aid problems at the school's campus in Michigan, as well as the one in Naples. The letter says the Naples campus was not legally authorized to disburse financial aid funds to students after August 14th of 2003. Now the school must repay the government funds given out after that date. The school will not know how much it will have to repay until the investigation is complete. Some reports put the figure in the hundreds of thousands of dollars." The university "issued a brief statement, 'Although we believe some mistakes were made in the verification process, we have taken steps to correct any procedural errors. Further, the college believes that students enrolled at the college and attending the Naples site were eligible for financial aid.'" Ave Maria "has been told to report the total amount of funds awards to and received by students after August 14, 2003. Once the review of Ave Maria is complete, the department of education will send a letter to the school letting them know what their liabilities-are and how to appeal the decision." 
Survey Shows Minnesota College Students Take Longer To Graduate Because Of Switching Majors. The AP (7/9) reports, "Nearly half of the University of Minnesota graduating seniors surveyed this spring say it took them more than four years to earn their diplomas. The primary reason for the delay: switching majors." And "students also said graduation was delayed because they were working more to pay for school and dealing with home or family responsibilities. Almost 25 percent said they took a lighter class load to boost their grades." 
Report Issued To Advance Higher Ed In Nevada. The Las Vegas Sun (7/8, Littlefield) reports, "The interim Legislative Committee to Evaluate Higher Education approved a final report on Wednesday that validates Nevada's need for a state college and for a better system of funding higher education. Those findings were among more than a dozen recommendations approved by the committee to advance higher education that ranged from the need to improve adult literacy to the need to improve transitions for students between community college and the university." And "state lawmakers on the committee mostly supported the need for a state college, but Sen. Barbara Cegavske, R-Las Vegas, and Sen. Terry Care, D-Las Vegas, said they were still concerned with Nevada State College's request for an additional $9 million for a liberal arts building." 
Tennessee's Lane College To Receive $90,000 Grant For Service Learning Programs. The Jackson Sun (7/9) reports, "Lane College is one of seven historically black colleges and universities that will receive $90,000 over a three-year period to work on health disparities prevalent in ethnic and racial populations. The school has been selected to participate in the United Negro College Fund's Learn and Serve Grant Program, which will help the institution use service learning as an outreach strategy to address the issues. The grants are funded by the Corporation for National and Community Service under its Learn and Serve America: Higher Education Program in partnership with the UNCFSP/Health and Community Development Division." The grantees, "which also include LeMoyne-Owen College in Memphis, are institutions that are experienced and have 'nationally recognized' service learning programs and institutions new to service learning with strong community health initiatives, according to a press release from Lane. The institutions will work with urban, suburban and rural communities nationwide." A Jackson Sun "series published in September 2000 found disproportionately high rates of heart disease, cancer, diabetes and stroke deaths among black West Tennesseans." 

Here is the link to all of today's news articles.

http://www.bulletinnews.com/education/
