Today there are 7 news articles for your review.
Colleges Grapple With Skyrocketing Latino Enrollment.  The Houston Chronicle /AP (7/10, Holmes) reports, "As Hispanic populations explode in the South and continue to grow in the West, colleges are working hard to recruit high school graduates. ...  In the West, Hispanics have deeper roots, so universities there have already dealt with language barriers, said David Longanecker, executive director of the Boulder, Colo.-based Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education."  The AP adds, "Even so, states throughout the region are preparing for huge growth in the number of Hispanic students during the next decade. 
Fewer Foreign Students Coming To US Following Crackdown On Visas.  The Record-Searchlight (7/10, Maxwell, Bazar) reported that the 9/11 attacks "and subsequent investigation into how they occurred exposed holes in an unwieldy exit and entry system that allowed visitors to abuse the terms of their visas.  Some who came to America on student visas never enrolled upon arriving -- and the system for monitoring their whereabouts was spotty.  Others did enroll but stayed long after they were supposed to leave - again with little consequence."  The government "cracked down, becoming more selective about which students and scholars could obtain visas and more vigilant in tracking them after arrival.  The idea was to keep out terrorists.  But the impact is hitting thousands who want to come to America for education and research opportunities, as well as the foreign scholars already here."  The Record-Searchlight added, "The fallout could reach beyond college campuses, stifling scientific breakthroughs and good will with foreign partners. ...  Under the new requirements, the State Department last year issued nearly 86,000 fewer academic visas to international students and scholars than in 2001. ...  In a March survey of 113 graduate schools, more than three-fourths reported declines in applications from China.  Many Chinese students instead are opting for universities in England, Australia and Canada." 
Boston Globe Backs Kerry College Tuition Plan.  The Boston Globe (7/11) editorialized, "When it comes to college costs, it seems even the sky is not the limit.  The price of tuition, fees, and room and board keeps climbing, prompting Senator John Kerry to propose some relief as part of his presidential campaign.  Kerry would distribute $10 billion to public colleges that agree to keep their costs down."  Steve Schmidt, "a campaign spokesman for President Bush, says Kerry is manufacturing a crisis.  Schmidt told the Globe that growing financial aid has kept a lid on how much students actually pay.  Sadly, the math isn't that simple, as the College Board's annual report on trends in student aid explains."  The Globe added, "Affordability is still a challenge for many students.  Worse, in some cases the perception of unmanageable costs deters students from considering more expensive colleges.  Kerry's $10 billion plan could help.  It would attract national attention and boost public colleges-like those in Massachusetts-that have had large cuts in state funding.  And it could spark creative efforts to keep costs down, such as partnerships among schools."  Kerry "faces two obstacles:  getting support in Congress and setting a cap on costs that schools will meet.  His proposal to link tuition increases to inflation has generated concerns among educators.  But Kerry is right on the principle.  The federal government should help students pay for college for both academic and economic reasons.  More people should have the chance to mix with Shakespeare and Plato and earn the higher salaries that college graduates command and that increase the tax revenues upon which states and the nation rely." 
       Experts Predict College Tuition Will Continue To Rise, Government Aid Will Decline.  The News Journal /Cincinnati Enquirer (7/11, Byczowski, Eckberg) reported, "If the past 12 years have seen unprecedented increases in the cost of college, the next 12 will determine whether college really is available to all. ...  Experts see the scenario unfolding this way:  Costs will continue to climb as states cut back on financial support.  Federal grants that have helped millions of kids go to school may not expand much beyond what they are today.  More college students will be taking out bigger loans than ever."  The Enquirer added, "The biggest factor behind rising tuition is lagging state support.  In 2000, states spent more than $56 billion on higher education -- nearly triple the amount spent two decades earlier.  Yet, that amount covered just 35 percent of college costs in 2000, compared with 45 percent in 1980.  The long-term trend isn't expected to change, says Tom Mortenson, a senior scholar at the Pell Institute for the Study of Opportunity in Higher Education in Washington, D.C."  Rep. John Boehner, "R-Ohio, chairman of the House Committee on Education and the Workforce, is shepherding renewal of the Higher Education Act, which regulates how $70 billion over six years is distributed to colleges, students and their families -- including the federal Pell Grants.  Those provided $11.7 billion in aid to 4.8 million low-income students last year.  'All the institutions are all over us about increasing the maximum Pell Grant award, which is going to be very difficult to do,' he says."  Today, "loans are the primary way people finance college, according to the College Board, a New York City-based nonprofit association.  In 2000, seven of 10 college students had a loan debt that averaged $17,800.  Of that, $15,100 was still owed a year after graduation, according to the National Center of Education Statistics." 
       Editorial Criticizes Florida College Tuition Plan As Punishing Students.  The Miami Herald (7/11) editorialized, "A new report proposing ways for Florida to reduce the cost of higher education reaches a disturbing conclusion:  It advocates penalizing students financially. ...  The report projects that enrollment in state universities and community colleges will increase about 25 percent over the next five years, and that state revenue won't keep pace.  To address this, the authors recommend raising tuition for students who take extra credits or who take more than four years to graduate."  The Herald added, "Hiking tuition is the wrong approach.  Finishing school in four years was commonplace for students of previous generations. ...  Many students today support themselves with full- or part-time jobs.  Fitting a full load of classes into each semester simply isn't feasible. ...  Penalizing students who take more credits than necessary is also wrong. ...  Students shouldn't be expected to race through their education."  The Herald noted, "If state schools had more guidance counselors, students could better manage their class schedules, fewer of them would need to retake classes and they would settle on majors more quickly.  If required classes were offered more often, fewer students would need extra semesters. ...  There's no reason that state revenue shouldn't grow in the coming years.  There also is no reason that Florida shouldn't commit a bigger share of its budget to higher education.  Having an educated citizenry benefits everybody, and Florida should be willing to pay for first-rate public education." 
       Financial Aid Increases Lagging Behind Rising Tuition In Wisconsin.  The AP (7/10, Ross) reported, "Financial aid is not keeping pace with tuition increases for University of Wisconsin System students, according to a report released Friday.  That has contributed to poorer families now making up a smaller percentage of the student body than they did a decade ago, said Wisconsin Taxpayers Alliance president Todd Berry.  The group found undergraduate tuition and fees for state residents attending System schools increased 26.6 percent from 1998-99 to 2002-03.  The average financial aid package increased 16.3 percent.  That disparity is likely to grow after UW regents approved increasing tuition to help offset cuts in state aid."  Berry "said UW System schools, which enroll more than 160,000 students, are still good buys compared with their peer institutions. ...  But Berry said the state must increase financial aid if it hopes to keep college as affordable as it traditionally has been."  Gov. Jim Doyle "and lawmakers solved a $3.2 billion deficit last year for the current two-year budget through a series of spending cuts and other moves.  That included a $250 million reduction in state aid to the UW System.  To help offset the cut, the governor and lawmakers allowed the university to increase tuition by a total of $150 million over the two-year period that ends June 30, 2005.  The state also increased available financial aid to students by $24 million."  Stephanie Hilton, "president of United Council of UW Students, said those moves have made college less affordable for Wisconsin residents, especially those from poorer families." 
       New Jersey Raises Tuition At Rutgers By State Max.  The New York Times (7/10, Hanley) reports, "Tuition for 38,000 undergraduates at Rutgers University in the next academic year will increase by 8 percent, the maximum amount allowed under a cap that the State Legislature imposed last month on all state universities and colleges in New Jersey. University housing and meals will cost more, too."  The 8 percent tuition increase "is the lowest in three years and reflects a continuing campaign by Gov. James E. McGreevey and the Legislature to control student costs at Rutgers and other state colleges." 
       Penn State To Boost Tuition By 6.6 Percent.  The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette (7/10, Elizabeth) reported, "Despite pleas this week from Gov. Ed Rendell to keep college costs down, Penn State University announced yesterday that it would increase tuition this fall by 6.6 percent.  Students attending the main campus will pay $10,408 in tuition for the 2004-05 school year, an increase of $306 per semester over last year.  In a statement released yesterday afternoon, Penn State officials noted that its state appropriation this year of $317.2 million 'marks the end of a period during which the University received four significant cuts totaling nearly $44 million.'"  The Post-Gazette added, "Earlier this week, as the board of governors for the 14 state universities was on the verge of approving a 6.9 percent tuition increase, Rendell asked for a tuition freeze on behalf of the system's 104,000 students.  That board agreed to postpone its tuition vote and scheduled a special meeting for July 22. ...  Rendell wants the state system to allow his management and productivity teams to comb the campuses in search of ways to keep tuition costs down." 

Miami Dade College Nation's Top Associate's-Degree Producer.  The Miami Herald (7/11) reports, "This year's Top 100 Associate's-Degree Producers, issued annually by Community College Week magazine, confirms that Miami Dade College awarded the most associate degrees nationwide in 2003.  This is the third consecutive year that MDC has topped the list, which is compiled in association with the U.S. Department of Education.  According to the research, MDC awarded 4,984 associate's degrees in 2003."  MDC "was also first in associate's degrees awarded to minorities, including first in awarding the most associate's degrees to Hispanics and African Americans.  In particular fields of study, MDC awarded the most associate's degrees in nursing and liberal arts and sciences." 
US, Georgia Providing Funds To Boost Black Male Enrollment In State's Universities.  The Savannah Morning News (7/12, Few) reports, "Last fall 205,000 students enrolled in Georgia's colleges and universities, but only 8 percent of them were black males.  Less than half of Georgia's black male students even pursue a college prep diploma in high school.  Instead, black males lead the state in unemployment and incarceration rates.  It's a huge problem, which state and local education officials have committed to address."  The Morning News adds, "Although funding is hard to come by, small state and federal grants have been secured to improve outcomes for this at-risk student group. ...  Last year, six institutions each received $10,000 to expand existing programs.  Last month, the State Board of Regents announced it would put in an additional $162,000.  Six institutions will receive $27,000 each to enhance black male recruitment and retention."  Savannah State University "one of the university system's three historically black universities, has taken a lead role in the effort to improve black male outcomes.  In 2003, 94 black males graduated from SSU.  They only made up 30 percent of the small university's total graduating class but that percentage was much higher than many other institutions in the state. ...  Judith Edwin, SSU's dean of enrollment management, received a $49,705 grant from the U.S. Department of Education.  The money will be used to improve retention for at-risk freshmen. ...  The funds will be used to provide these at-risk students with an expanded freshman experience program, including faculty-run seminars, extra academic and counseling support, access to academic enhancement tools and summer enrichment programs." 
Ave Maria Faces Deadline On Financial Aid Reports Today.  The Detroit News (7/12, Feighan) reports, "The deadline is today for officials at Ave Maria College to submit paperwork to the U.S. Department of Education about alleged financial aid discrepancies that could force the college to repay the U.S. government between $100,000 and $300,000.  Federal education officials say the college failed to verify whether students applying for financial aid were eligible.  Jane Glickman, an education department spokeswoman, said colleges are required to follow a verification process in which tax returns are used to determine eligibility.  But in a letter dated June 21, education officials contend Ave Maria didn't complete that process in the last three years and will now have to repay some aid money."  Now "a new financial aid director has been hired and will begin July 19.  The college may request an extension of its deadline today." 
Ohio Lawsuit Will Likely Test Freedom Of Speech In Colleges.  The Christian Science Monitor (7/12, Dotinga) reports, "In a lawsuit that's shining a spotlight on the role of religion in higher education, an Ohio community college philosophy professor says administrators punished him because he made a point of disclosing his Catholic beliefs in the classroom."  The Monitor adds, "While the college hasn't presented its side of the story yet, it appears that the case will pit the professor's freedom of speech against the school's right to control its staff.  There's a larger question too, one that will be debated outside the court system: Even if it's legal, should educators ever tell students about their faith?" 
Here is the link to all of today's news articles.
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