Today there are 10 articles for your review.
South Carolina College Wins $358,000 Community Technology Centers Grant. The Orangeburg (SC) Times and Democrat (7/13) reports, "The Department of Education has awarded $358,000 to Orangeburg-Calhoun Technical College for Project ASPIRE, which gives residents of all ages access to computer technologies that drive the workplace, U.S. Sen. Ernest Hollings, D-S.C., announced Monday. O-C Tech partnered with Orangeburg County Consolidated School District 3, the S.C. Office of Adult and Community Education, and the Tri-County Regional Chamber of Commerce to create high-school based Learning Communities to serve approximately 1,300 students and 150 adults. Project ASPIRE, which stands for Access to Support Programs to Improve Rural Education, will create Learning Communities in Holly Hill-Roberts and Elloree High Schools in a long-term commitment to educational access and support. Its goals include decreasing the drop-out rate, increasing employment and post-secondary education and encouraging parental involvement and community technology access." The US Department of Education "awarded the funds through its Community Technology Centers Program." 

Colleges Urged To Make More Information Public To Preempt Legislative Action. The Chronicle of Higher Education (7/13, Strout) reports, "Public and private colleges should disclose more information about their academic policies and financial practices, and should make themselves more accountable to the public, Carol T. Christ, president of Smith College, said on Monday at the annual meeting of the Council for Advancement and Support of Education. As the cost of higher education rises, and as institutions continue to diversify their income streams, the demand for increased accountability from the public will grow -- and colleges and universities must put into place their own standards before the government does it for them, Ms. Christ said. The three-day conference for higher education fund-raising professionals in San Diego concludes today." And "among the aspects of higher education that Ms. Christ believes should become more open to public scrutiny are admissions and financial aid policies, business practices, and governance issues." Ms. Christ also "suggested the creation of a national databank that would allow institutions to benchmark themselves and their performance against one another. Such a system, she said, would provide the information to help students and parents make better decisions and 'deflect legislative initiatives to impose misguided accountability requirements.'" 
Report Looks Good For Voc Ed Students, Perhaps Not Due To Perkins Act. Education Daily (7/13, Wermers) reports, "Students who enroll in career and technical education courses earn more money and are doing better on standardized tests, a federal report concludes. However, it 'would be a stretch' to say the Carl D. Perkins Vocational and Technical Education Act of 1998, or career and technical education in general, contributed to that improved academic achievement, said Marsha Silverberg, project director of the National Assessment of Vocational Education, a progress report required by the Perkins Act. Rather, she said during a Webcast yesterday hosted by the National Centers for Career and Technical Education, those rising test scores could be a result of the standards-based reform movement's focus on core academics." 
In-State Tuition For DC Students Up This Week. Education Daily (7/13, Cardman) reports, "The House has scheduled for later this week a vote on legislation that would permanently reauthorize a program that lets District of Columbia students attend public colleges and universities at in-state tuition rates. Sponsored by Rep. Tom Davis, R-Va., and Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton, D-D.C., the 'District of Columbia College Access Reauthorization Act' would indefinitely extend the popular Tuition Assistance Grant program, which covers the difference between in-state and out-of-state tuition rates for D.C. students, up to $10,000 a year." 

Congressman Keller Says He Supports High Pell Grant Maximum. The Orlando Sentinel (7/13, Damron) reports, "U.S. Rep. Ric Keller told a group of area college and university leaders Monday he would push for more students to get bigger federal financial aid grants when federal lawmakers draft a key higher education bill this year. Keller, R-Orlando, and U.S. Rep. Tom Feeney, R-Oviedo, organized the rare summit to hear from local public and private higher education officials. Some complained about limited government funding to deal with a 'massive wave of new students coming at' Florida schools, as Valencia Community College President Sanford Shugart described it." Keller "said he would push various measures in the Higher Education Act Reauthorization, including increases in the maximum Pell award from $4,050 to $6,000." 
Report Shows Students Borrowing More. The Jackson (MS) Clarion Ledger (7/12, Brown) reports, "Students shouldn't pay more than 10 percent of their gross monthly salary after they graduate, according to Liz Pulliam Weston, a personal finance columnist for MSN Money and author of the question-and-answer column 'Money Talk.'" But "more students are borrowing money to pay for undergraduate education, the National Center for Education Statistics has found. Bachelor's degree recipients in 1999-2000, the latest figures available, were more likely than those who graduated in 1992-93 to have student loans to pay back, 65 percent versus 49 percent, according to 'The Condition of Education 2004: Debt Burden of College Graduates.'" And "factors attributed to the increase include rising tuition and the availability of unsubsidized loans to students whose families make too much money for them to qualify for need-based aid, the report showed." 
IU Professors Say Report Fails To Examine How Tuition, Aid Affect College Decisions. The AP (7/12) reports, "Two Indiana University professors say the federal education statistics agency erred by not taking into account how high tuition costs and inadequate financial aid could deter qualified students from attending college. The mistakes are significant because government officials rely on the statistics to decide which students receive financial aid, the professors said." However, "officials with the National Center for Educational Statistics disagreed, saying the reports simply collect and present data for others to interpret." Still, "critics said the reports have influenced policy on financial aid, as when the government in the 1990s promoted college access with middle-class tax breaks rather than increased aid for low-income students." 

Project SOAR Receives Grant To Continue Preparing Oakland Students For College. The Tri-Valley Herald (7/12, Graham) reports that to help students prepare for college, "Project SOAR was introduced to Oakland Unified during President Bill Clinton's administration 'for the purpose of getting as many underrepresented youngsters as possible prepared for college,' [project director Linda] James said. The $2.8 million, five-year grant for the program was obtained by CSUH's College of Education and Allied Studies through the U.S. Department of Education GEARUP Partnership Grant, James said. The grant was scheduled to expire this summer, but James said she recently received word that funding for Project SOAR has been extended for the 2004-05 school year." 

College Tuition Rises In South Carolina Along With Demand. The Charleston Post Courier (7/13, Bruce) reports, "College tuition has risen sharply in recent years and is increasing again at most of the state's colleges and universities this fall. Since 2001, in-state tuition at the College of Charleston has increased 52.6 percent to $5,770 a year. At the Medical University of South Carolina, tuition jumped 30.6 percent since 2001 to $7,608 annually. The Citadel experienced a 34.1 percent increase in tuition since 2001 at $4,999 per year, while Trident Technical College's tuition jumped 43.9 percent to $2,446 a year." And "state budget cuts in recent years have forced colleges to turn to one of the few places they can make up the difference -- students' wallets. Still, demand has not diminished, said Don Burkard, associate vice president for admissions and enrollment planning at the College of Charleston. 'On the contrary, demand is increasing.'" And "many college officials point out that more student scholarships and grants have helped to offset rising tuition." 

Utah Appoints Two New Leaders Of College Savings Trust. The AP (7/13) reports, "State officials have appointed two higher education executives to co-direct a college savings trust after its former boss was fired for alleged improprieties. The Utah Higher Education Assistance Authority has tapped Mark Spencer and Richard Davis to steer the Utah Educational Savings Plan Trust 'for the foreseeable future,' according to a statement issued Monday." 
Virginia Likely To Reopen Prepaid-Tuition Plan. The Richmond Times Dispatch (7/13, Petkofsky) "Virginia's prepaid-tuition plan, closed to new enrollments since May 2003, is likely to resume accepting new participants in October. The board of Virginia College Savings Plan, the agency that runs the program, was scheduled to vote today on setting an enrollment period to run from Oct. 1 to Jan. 31, executive director Diana Cantor said yesterday. She said a board committee has made the recommendation because the investment market has improved enough over the past year to keep pace with expected increases in college tuition rates." And "since there was no enrollment period during the last school year, Cantor said the board will also consider making tuition contracts available for 10th-graders. Previously, contracts could be purchased for students only through 9th grade. Contract prices for four years of prepaid college tuition ranged in the last enrollment period from $20,464 for a newborn to $23,520 for a 9th-grader." 
The AP (7/13, Sampson) reports, "'The unknown is what the legislature will do long term. Tuition is directly tied to what the legislature will do in appropriations,' said Nancy Cooley, a board member and acting director of the State Council of Higher Education. 'Many institutions have told us what they'll do with tuition, under the assumption that the legislature may provide support.'" 

AL: State Public Universities Spend $1.3 Million Per Year On Lobbyists. The Birmingham News (7/12, White) reports, "Alabama's public universities and two-year colleges spend $1.3 million a year on the salaries and fees of 16 lobbyists charged with looking out for the schools' interests at the State House. Those public employees and contract lobbyists are the main day-to-day contacts for state colleges and universities in the Legislature. Some also do other jobs for their universities, such as lobbying Congress, recruiting industries and dealing with alumni. But when lawmakers meet at the State House, those 16 people are paid taxpayers' dollars to be there too, in part to try to get more taxpayers' dollars for their schools." And "university presidents and lawmakers agree that schools need to be represented full time when lawmakers divvy up billions of dollars a year." The Birmingham News adds that "the $1.3 million total doesn't include the salaries of postsecondary officials who sometimes lobby." 
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