Today there are 7 news articles for your review.
Appropriations Committee Measure Would Keep Pell Grant At Same Level. The Chronicle of Higher Education (7/15, Fleming) reports, "The maximum Pell Grant award would remain steady, and the National Institutes of Health would receive a slight budget increase, under a spending bill for the 2005 fiscal year approved by the Appropriations Committee of the U.S. House of Representatives on Wednesday. Funds for the Perkins Loan Program, which provides low-cost loans to disadvantaged students, would be reduced by the measure. Under the proposal, which changed little from a version passed last week by an Appropriations subcommittee, the maximum Pell Grant award for the year beginning October 1 would remain at $4,050." Overall "for the Pell Grant Program, although the maximum award would stay the same, the committee approved an increase of $823-million, to help reduce a budget shortfall. Funds for the Perkins Loan Program would be reduced by 60 percent, or $99-million, to $67-million." But "the Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant Program would grow by $24-million, to $795-million, a 3.1-percent increase. Funds for most other student-aid programs, including Federal Work-Study, would be level under the plan." 

Campus Security Group Files Complaint Against La Salle. The Philadelphia Inquirer (7/15, Pompilio) reports, "A campus-security watchdog group has filed a formal complaint against La Salle University, claiming the Catholic college's sexual-assault policies are not in compliance with federal law. King of Prussia-based Security on Campus sent the U.S. Department of Education a complaint letter and supporting documentation Friday. The department acknowledged the organization's packet in a letter Tuesday, saying it would 'evaluate the complaint and determine an appropriate course of action.'" And "at the heart of the matter is a claim by a female La Salle basketball player that she was raped by a member of the men's basketball team in 2003 but was discouraged from reporting the crime by coaches." But "under the federal Jeanne Clery Act, school officials who learn of sexual assaults must tell the victims they can go to the police and, if necessary, help the victims do so. The school also is obligated to publicize the assault if there is a possibility other students are at risk." And "Security on Campus also found fault with La Salle's written policies regarding sexual assaults and crime-statistic reporting." 
DREAM Act Touted As Helping Children Of Illegal Immigrants. The Detroit News (7/15, Feighan) reports, "For many living in the United States who aren't U.S. citizens, college is often an unaffordable and unattainable dream." But "federal legislation now under debate in Washington could help make college a reality for children of undocumented residents, people working and living in the United States who are not citizens and have no visas. Known as the DREAM Act, the Development, Relief and Education for Alien Minors Act would allow undocumented immigrants who graduate from U.S. high schools to pay in-state college tuition and apply for some types of financial aid." And "more and more Michigan schools, meanwhile, are launching initiatives and scholarship programs to help cut tuition costs for undocumented immigrant students." And "advocates say it makes sense to remove barriers for children of illegal immigrants and help turn them into productive, educated members of society." But "critics say giving tuition breaks to undocumented residents essentially endorses illegal immigration and punishes other children by limiting the finite number of seats available at competitive schools, and financial aid resources." 
SEC Inquiry Into Mutual Fund Linked To Harvard Treasurer. The New York Times (7/15, Strom) reports, "Harvard University's new treasurer, the official charged with directing that institution's financial matters, is the head of a mutual fund company under investigation by the Securities and Exchange Commission. The official, James F. Rothenberg, president of the Capital Research and Management Company, which manages the $450 billion American Funds mutual fund group, took over the voluntary position at Harvard on July 1. The Harvard Corporation, the seven-member board that governs the university, knew about the investigation when it elected Mr. Rothenberg in April. ... Asked if the regulators' inquiries would in any way impair Mr. Rothenberg's ability to serve as Harvard's treasurer, Chuck Freadhoff, a spokesman for Capital Research, said, 'Absolutely not.'" Rothenberg "assumed the role of treasurer, which puts him in charge of the university's financial management, two days after an article about the S.E.C. investigation appeared in The New York Times. ... As treasurer, Mr. Rothenberg is also board chairman of the Harvard Management Company, which administers the university's $19.3 billion endowment, the largest university endowment in the country." The "S.E.C. is looking into Capital Research, not Mr. Rothenberg, and in the cases that have been settled so far in the wide-ranging investigations into the mutual fund business, no executives have been implicated." 
Granholm Swears In 40 Members To Higher Education Commission. WILX-TV Jackson, MI (7/15, Skubick) reports, "Gov. Jennifer Granholm administered the oath to 40 members of her newly appointed Higher Education Commission, and she gave them two charges and a warning. She wants the group of educators, university presidents, and business and labor leaders to find a way to double the number of college students in the state over the next ten years and to make sure there are good paying jobs when they graduate. She does not want the panel to spend a lot of time on the issue of college tuition. 'We are willing to discuss that,' she tells reporters, 'but this commission is not about laying the groundwork to provide more state support.'" 
Audit Finds Tennessee State Diversity Fund To Be Financially Clean. The Tennessean (7/15, Cass) reports, "A multimillion-dollar fund created to help Tennessee State University draw a more diverse student body has gotten a clean bill of health from state auditors. The state comptroller's office said the financial records of the Geier Endowment for Educational Excellence are accurate. However, auditors also cautioned the TSU Foundation - the subject of a much broader and more critical audit last spring - to be careful to monitor the fund's investments. The Tennessee Board of Regents, which oversees TSU, and George Barrett, a Nashville attorney who has been critical of TSU's leadership, asked for the audit several months ago to clear up any questions about the fund's management." And "Bob Adams, the Board of Regents system's vice chancellor for business and finance, said he was pleased with the audit findings." 
Judge Dismisses Claims By Illegal Aliens Against Virginia Colleges. The Washington Times (7/15, Bellantoni) reports, "A federal judge has dismissed charges by a group of illegal aliens who claimed that state-sponsored colleges in Virginia were violating the Constitution by refusing to enroll them. U.S. District Judge T.S. Ellis III, who has not yet issued his final opinion, ruled earlier this month that the illegal aliens who sued the colleges lacked legal standing, and that only a legal applicant could raise a claim. The lawsuit, filed last fall in federal court in Alexandria, challenged seven Virginia universities." And "the judge's most recent ruling, issued July 2, dismisses the suit entirely. His formal opinion is expected later this month." Meanwhile, "groups representing Hispanics said yesterday denying illegal immigrants access to college punishes those who want to earn an education. 'There is a clear link between the denial of opportunity to attend colleges and universities and the despair and high drop-out rates among Latino youths,' said Tim Freilich, managing lawyer at the Virginia Justice Center, a nonprofit legal-assistance program in Falls Church. 'We should be providing opportunities to children instead of taking them away.'" 
Here is the link to all today's news articles.
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