Today there are 7 news articles for your review.
Projections Show State College Tuitions To Rise Ten Percent. Stateline.org (7/14, Kelderman) reports, "State colleges and universities will raise tuition by an average 10 percent for the coming school year, according to new projections by a higher education organization. A survey of 60 public universities, which enroll more than 900,000 students, found that yearly costs for college classes will increase from $4,900 to $5,375 starting this fall, the National Association of State Universities and Land Grant Colleges reported July 14. This year's increase follows hikes of nearly 14 percent for the 2003-2004 school year and more than 9 percent for 2002-2003 as colleges compensate for state funding cuts and rising salaries and health-care costs." 
USED Warns Of Student Loan Scam. The Toledo Blade (7/15) reports, "Officials at some area colleges are warning students about a scam identified by the U.S. Department of Education that targets college students. The scam involves someone calling students pretending to be with the education department and claiming to be able to replace the student's federal loans with an $8,000 grant. The person then asks for the student's bank account number so a processing fee can be charged, according to Bowling Green State University officials. The U.S. Department of Education has no such program." A letter sent out by BGSU "advises students who are victims of the scam to immediately contact their bank, notify police, and report the fraud to the U.S. Department of Education's Office of Inspector General hot line at 1-800-647-8733." 

Virginia Lawmakers Continue Debate Over Status Of Illegal Aliens. The Washington Times (7/16, Bellantoni) reports, "Virginia Republicans and Democrats agreed yesterday that state colleges should enroll illegal aliens but they disagreed on whether illegals be required to pay the much higher out-of-state tuition rates. Some Republicans said yesterday any attempts by Democrats to submit bills that would allow illegal aliens to pay in-state tuition will be defeated since most Republicans argue illegals shouldn't be rewarded with the lower rates." And "several Democrats said the in-state tuition issue likely will resurface during next year's General Assembly session, which begins in January." 
Indianapolis Star Urges More Financial Aid, More Saving For College. The Indianapolis Star (7/16) editorializes, "Our position is: Lawmakers and educators need to reduce the college debt burden, and parents and students must save more. Indiana's original 1816 Constitution said that it was the duty of the General Assembly, 'as soon as circumstances will permit,' to provide for a general system of education from township schools to a state university 'wherein tuition shall be gratis, and equally open to all.' Unfortunately, circumstances never allowed that tuition-free state university." And "today, graduates of Indiana's state universities often emerge nearly $20,000 in debt. Graduate students and those attending private school often are deeper in hock." So "more low-interest loan money needs to be available." Also "more students and their families need to make saving for college a greater priority." 

House Renews Tuition Assistance For D.C. Students. The AP (7/15) reports, "College-bound D.C. residents are getting a break. The U.S. House of Representatives voted to renew the D.C. College Access Act for another five years. The program lets District students attend any public college or university nationwide at the lower state resident rates. They can also opt to take $2,500 a year to go to a private college. The House also approved a 50 percent hike in funding for the tuition assistance program. Both measures now go to the Senate." 

Here is the link to all of today's news articles.

http://www.bulletinnews.com/education/
The following articles are from HEWI Newsline:

NO NEW FEDERAL CAPITAL CONTRIBUTION INCLUDED IN FY2005 APPROPRIATIONS BILL FOR FEDERAL PERKINS LOAN PROGRAM

On July 14, the House Appropriations Committee marked-up and approved the FY2005 Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education appropriations bill.  Like the subcommittee, the full Appropriations Committee voted to eliminate the Perkins Loan Federal Capital Contribution and fund loan cancellations at $66.7 million, the same amount that was appropriated for FY2004.  The committee report accompanying the bill explains the decision as follows: “The bill does not

include funding for new capital contributions to federal Perkins revolving loan funds, the same as the budget request.  This program received $98,764,000 in fiscal year 2004.  The committee is aware that the Perkins program currently has over $1,000,000,000 in its revolving fund that can be used to make new awards to students.  In addition, the Committee believes that the combination of a low interest rate environment and the availability of the Federal Family Education Loan Program and the Federal Direct Student Loan Program make additional capital contributions unnecessary this year.”   Organizations representing Perkins Loan participating institutions are working to restore funding for the program in the Senate version of the Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations bill.

REPRESENTATIVE HOEKSTRA REMAINS COMMITTED TO KILLING THE DIRECT LOAN PROGRAM

Last year Rep. Pete Hoekstra (R-MI), a key member of the House Committee on Education and the Workforce, surprised some during a speech at the annual meeting of the Education Finance Council (EFC) by suggesting that Congress should "drive a stake through the heart of the Direct Loan program."  Apparently intending to reiterate his commitment to ending the program, Hoekstra brought a hammer and stake to this year's EFC meeting held in Arlington, Virginia.  Hoekstra has yet to introduce a bill to repeal or otherwise end the Direct Loan program.

