Today there are 5 news articles for your review.
Bush's Education Policy Focus May Shift To Colleges. In a front-page story, the Washington Post (7/18, A1, Balz) reports, "As he campaigned around the country last week, President Bush asked voters to give him another four years to make the nation 'safer and stronger and better.' But with the election less than four months away, one of the biggest mysteries surrounding the president's campaign is what he would actually do if he wins a second term." The Post continued, "Whether there is room for a bold domestic agenda, given the fiscal strains his first term has created, and whether Bush has fresh ideas on issues such as health care, education and the economy are questions yet to be answered." Bush's education focus "may shift to higher education...and one domestic policy expert close to the White House said he expects Bush to fill out in more detail his ideas for preparing high school graduates for college and making college more affordable." 
Chafee Grants Provide College Money For Children In Foster Care. The Fremont (CA) Argus (7/19, Shatzman) reports, "Leslie Smith wasn't planning on going to college when she turned 18. Even if she wanted to, the young woman who had grown up in three foster homes, a children's center and a group home had no idea how she would be able to afford it. Smith, who now is studying business at Ohlone College, got a few lucky breaks, though. One was a boyfriend who encouraged her to go to college. Another was a foster mother who suggested that she pursue financial aid." And "Smith's pursuit, however, led her to a source of money exclusively for those who have been through the foster-care system -- the California Chafee Grant Program. The Chafee Grant, which was created as part of the federal Foster Care Independence Act of 1999, provides up to $5,000 a year to current and former foster children attending a qualifying college or vocational school." And "the money is vital, according to Jacque Bradley, financial aid director for Ohlone, because students coming out of the foster-care system have financial needs beyond those of students coming from more traditional environments." 

Grand Rapids Press Says Michigan Off To Good Start Fixing Higher Ed Woes. The Grand Rapids (MI) Press (7/18) editorializes, "Gov. Jennifer Granholm's new commission on higher education got off to a good start Wednesday by clearly laying out Michigan's need for many more students to get college degrees. The shift requires a huge cultural change for a state that has long relied on low-skill industrial jobs, as commission chair Lt. Gov. John Cherry has said. Michigan's problem in that regard is clear-cut. As the nation shifts rapidly to more technically demanding sorts of employment, Michigan's work force remains geared largely to the old economy's skill levels." And "Ms. Granholm set a goal of doubling Michigan's percentage of college graduates within 10 years. That may or may not be realistic, but there is no denying the necessity for dramatic change." The Press says that "a month ago, a major economic report produced by the Detroit Chamber of Commerce and the Michigan Hispanic Chamber of Commerce said that Michigan's number-one economic problem in the next seven years will be a shortage of capable workers, especially in manufacturing trades. Students and workers need to step up to that reality, but so must the state as a whole. The Cherry commission can lead in that." 

USED Withholds Vocational Training Grant To Virgin Islands. The Virgin Islands Daily News (7/17, Mannes) reported, "Education Commissioner Noreen Michael provided details Friday about why the federal government is withholding from the Education Department nearly $5 million of a grant earmarked for vocational training. The grant, already nine months late, is being held back because the U.S. Department of Education wants the Virgin Islands government to contribute the lion's share of funding for the program, Michael said in testimony before the Senate Finance Committee. Federal money is awarded to enhance -- not completely subsidize -- school programs." And "the V.I. Education Department is ending the second year of its three-year compliance agreement with the U.S. Education Department. The agreement sets a timeline for fixing serious accounting errors and misuse of federal education funds. Michael, defending her department's Fiscal Year 2005 budget request Friday to the Senate Finance Committee, said that the Virgin Islands government must adequately fund the basics of education in order to receive federal grants." 
Hampton Criticized For Low Percentage Of Pell Grant Students. The Virginian-Pilot (7/19, Walzer) reports, "Hampton University has the fewest students on federal Pell Grants -- 28.9 percent -- of any historically black college in the nation, according to a recent study. That was far lower than the 60.8 percent average for the roughly 100 black colleges and slightly less than the 29.8 average for all U.S. undergraduates in 2001-02, according to Thomas G. Mortenson, an independent higher-education researcher." Mortenson "has engaged in a passionate crusade attacking colleges and politicians for ignoring needy students. In the past year, he has published at least five other reports on Pell awards, castigating schools including the University of Virginia and Washington and Lee for not enrolling enough low-income undergraduates." Hampton "has developed a reputation as a black school that attracts well-to-do students." 

Here is the link to all of today's news articles.

http://www.bulletinnews.com/education/
